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CHAPTER I. 

fjORD Ashgrove's letter, revealing the 
long concealed sorro\7S of his. heart, awa£> 
ened the most poignant pangs of sjrmpathy 
in the bosom of his afiecdonate sister, draw- 
ing forth the anguished tears of pity and of 
grief: and being thus cadled upon to seek 
out and protect the child of the too fasci- 
nating Colonel De CliflFord, told her^ that 
even yet her heart had scarcely leained 
a total insensibility to his well-rem^mbered 
merits. Ever easily afiected, the various 
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emotions which the packet of her brother 
excited in the susceptible mind of Lady 
Delamore effectually prevented her bemg 
able to gratify her eager wish of going, as 
the harbinger of fortune's smiles, to Julia 
De Clifford, until the late hour already 
stated. 

Although the mind of Lady ^Delamore 
still felt the influence of those poignant 
emotions, so sensibly awakened, she pos* 
sessed sufficient firmn e ss to conceal her 
agitated feelings during her first interview 
with Julia; in whom her ladyship saw a 
strong resemblance in the expression of her 
countenance, though not in features, to her 
fascinatiag father. This resemblance was not 
likefy to impede the way of our heroine to 
the heart of Lady Delamore, who, from the 
moment Loard Ashgrove mentioned De Clif* 
ford's orphan, felt a prompt incentive to love 
her; and the transcendant beauty and the 
sweet and artless manners of that orphan, in 
the very first interview, added link to link in 
the chain which bound her to the heart of 
Lady Delamore. With eager impatieuce 
her ladysUp looked for the marrow to &e»e 
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Julia again ; andj impelled by that sofidtudey 
was punctual to her appointment. 

The second meeting only added to th^ 
resistless prepossession which Lady Dela- 
more and our heroine felt Cdt each other. 
Lady JPeiamore had. previously deternyned 
to take Jt^lia under h^ own protection ; for^ 
as th$ protegS of Lord Ashgr^ye, she knew 
she. would be received wi^ cordiality and 
respect by her own lord. During the earlf 
part of this interview^ her liidydiip and 
Julia -were alone ; but wbfn the former was 
about to proceed upon the arrangement of 
our heroine's future destination, she wished 
for the presence of Doctor SydeiAwi and 
Mr. ajigid Mrs. Goodwin, whom her ladyahip 
thought. . cli^imed such respect for their im^ 
comi^on j^ndness^and friendship to Miss 
De Clifford, who had related, in all the 
glowing tints of genuine gratitude, their 
ps^r^ntal conduct to her. 

$op9 after the amiable, zealous frien4? 
of Julia entered) Lady Delamore mad^ 
her invitation to pur herome to accom* 
I^qy her into Dorsetshire* -Julia, though 
sincerely grieved at the idea of leaving her 
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first kind friends, considering it as a com- 
pliance with the wishes of her noble bene- 
factor, gratefully accepted it,. 

** But,** said Lady Dclamore, *' I must 
leave town for Delamore-castle early the 
wefefc after next. My physicians have, 
at length, given me permission to breathe 
once more this air of Dorsetshire, which 
they affect to think does not very well 
agree with me/* She sighed deeply, and 
added — " My lord, too, has been dan- 
gerously ill J and now I have got my liberty, 
you cannot wonder that I am anxious to 
go to him ; and, though I must leave town 
so soon, I cannot go without you/' 

. Julia's heart beat high ; her respiration 

» • 

became short : she looked at Mrs. Goodwin, 
at Mr, Goodwin, at Doctor Sydenham ; 
thought of all the children, and tears trem- 
bled in her eyes. 

Mr. Goodwin looked grieved; 'D6ctcr 
Sydenham sad ; and tears trickled down the 
cheeks of Mrs* Goodwin. Julia started 
from her seat, threw her arms around Mrs. 
Goodwin'^ aeck, and wept upon 1ier> 
boson* 



<^ Oh!' she softly exdaliBBd^ <^ if my 
goiogy pain is for you, I will not lea^e you i 
Ao never, at all, leave yoik Lady Delamore 
is a great deal too good, too very good^ to 
wish for me to make pain for you." 

<' My dear Miss De Clifford!*' said Mr. 
Goodwin, with a voice Bering with emo- 
tion, ^^ you must leave us» It is for your 
great advantage ; and Harriet loves yoa too 
sincerely to form the selfish virish of detain- 
ing you with her* It is the wish of your 
father's noble friend, that you should be 
restored to your own class in society; and to 
comply with the wishes of Lord Ashgrove 
will be henceforth your duty : and should 
you prolong your stay with us, it would 
only be to increase our parting sorrows/' 

'* Oh ! ' sobbed out Mrs* Goodwin, " you 
must go. Miss De Clifford : but you will 
condescend to write to me sometimes. — 
You will come, I know, to see me, when 
you can.— You will still remember us. — 
You will not — ^wiil not, quite, forsake us 1" 

** Still remember you ! Not quite forsake 
you!'' exclaimed Julia, turning pale, and 
recoiling from the horrible idea — ** Oh! 
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Mrs. Goodwiii, did you forsake me, - whien 
I was the poor, heart*>riyed child of greatly 
terrible sorrows and adyersity ? I had not 
bread, Hor comfort : and you give for me, 
both. Oh ! Mrs. Goodwin, did not the 
increase of my griefs, give mc more, from 
your kindness ? Oh ! Mrs. Goodwin, did 
you evtfr stop, mel to feed, arid to cheridi, 
^ough I took from the means, which so 
^dlj small, adversity did yields for leedhig 
your o^rti, own children? As the good 
Samaritan for me, have you been, and Hea^ 
fen, surely, would not so kind be, to raise 
up such friends for me, had it formed my 
heart for such greatly, terrible, dire ingra- 
titude. And one stiil more great obligao 
tion, which ever lives in my heart's own 
itaemory; when you did fear for my inno- 
cence, and rejected all, for your so great 
advantage/' Our heroine, quite subdued 
by grateful recollections, now lost the power 
of further articulation; and Doctor Sy* 
denham, with a faltering voice, benignly 
addressed her : • 

^ Conquer, my child ! while yet it is in 
your power, this excess of sensibility j for 
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freely indulgmg the leader pfopenaides of 
your nature will prove the bane of yonr 
future peace. I would not haw yoa mu 
feeling, bdkve me; but I vouU wish you 
to learn to bear with firmness the little 
common rubs of ii& ; the current denmids 
upon your tender feelings ; to port with 
friends without such anguish. Such part* 
ings, Juiia, we should cosiskier * blessings, 
tbou^ pamtul ones; for they are kindly 
meant to teach friends to bear the hour of 
final sqparation«'* 

^^ Oh !'' replied Julia with aatmatioii, 
^^ and even then, dear sir, frknds do surely 
hope to meet again; and so shall we, Mrs. 
Goodwin, often, and very much, often yet, 
I do trust me, even in this world, for thc^ns, 
and flowers. — And dear Doctor Sydenham, 
pray e^^cuse for me, when deeply feeling 
the very much, strong, kmdness, of your 
self, and Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin for me, 
I did lose my all stock, of fiztnness, when 
I did think, to part from you ; and found , 
it would be much grief, for me J* 

Lady Delamote, who had been an atten- 
tive, though not an unmoyecf, observer of 
all that pa^ed, now kindly wishing to cal* 

B 4 



8 

every one's thoughts to a new subject, be- 
gan hastily to talk of Julia's fnture esta- 
blishment, which she doubted not^ she said, 
^' Lord Delamore would be happy to have 
settled beneath his own roof." And in the 
course of her arrangements, she requested 
Mrs. Goodwin to be so kind as to provide 
the necessaries for our heroine's, wardrobe* 
^' The ornamental/' said her ladyship, 
^^ Miss De ClifiFord, I hope, will allow me 
to assist her in the purchase of, as my 
tradespeople are, I believe, among the 
most fashionable in town/' And here 
Lady Delamore presented Mrs* Goodwin 
with a draft upon Julia's banker. 

" Madam," said Mr. Goodwin, ** my 
wife will, in the execution of this pleasing 
commission, have no occasion for applying 
to any other banker than myself, as I have 
in my hands a large sum, belonging to Miss 
De Clifford." 

" That sum, dear sir," said Julia with 
quickness, " is not, longer, for mine. It 
must be returned quite soon, with the all, 
of my pecuniary owe, to that dear, dear 
benevolent, stranger, who came, with the 
great charitable goodness, to leave it for 
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my purpose/' And here Julia, well dtviop- 
ing Mr. Goodmn-s letter had never met 
Lady Delamore's eyes> now sketched for 
her ladyslup the anecdote of the stranger, 
related in the first chapter of ihis work* 
She then continued^ ^^ As I, alas ! not know, 
at all, this so good stranger, madam, I 
cannot, very certainly tell, how his situa^ 
tion. in life,, may. be. The much benevo- 
lence in his h^urt, nught have led him, to 
make that great donation, at very strong in- 
convenience,., foir himself ; and - .as tbat^ so 
possible is, it is for me right, to restore to 
him, immediately soon, his great benevo- 
lent gift^' lest he ^ould at all, want it: 
and through my new, beneficent,, benefac*- 
tor, : I see quite . plain, I may restoration 
make«" 

Lady; Bektmore listened, with evident 
pleasure, to Julia;. and replied,. with anima- 
tidn^ '^ I knowruot by whom . you were edu- 
cated, . but I plainly see yoiir^ heart was 
fonned by Nature, . out of her most pre- 
cious materials^'' • 

Julia blushed,; and waa si^enu . 

^ I dff^.wt aels^yott to come );o (GrrQ^e|^9r- 
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square/' said Lady Delamore, *' because I 
will not deprive your kind friends her6 
6{ your society one moment sooner than 
your journey into l3orsctshire requires, at 
l£ast^ I mean unnecessarily; as fbr a few 
hburs I must take you from them, for the 
fto every lady, important) business of em* 
bellishing your wardrobe: but Mrs. Good- 
win will have no objectioni I hope,^ to assist 
our taste with hers, and accompany us in 
our expedition.'* 

Her ladyship now, appointing onie o'clock 
the succeeding day to call for our herome 
and Mrs. Goodwiti> took leave. 

To inaliy fashionable dealers in all the 
ittportint articles of dress Lady Delamore 
the subsequent day took Julia, Mrs. Good- 
win,, and Rosa ; for although the latter kiept 
out of sight, lest Miss De Cfitftird should 
conceive She obtruded lierself for the puri. 
pose of being takdh out, ^he was not left 
biehiiid— for' Julia forgot not ftdsa^ and 
dbfeined her ladyship^s permission for that 
interesting girl to be of thdr patty. 

Innumerable wete the beatittfui dresses 

dnd bYbafl(ieut& osrdeifeil and ptitchased by 
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Lady Delamore for our faeroioe^ who paid 
little attention to the splendour preparing 
for herself; her whole thoughts were occu- 
pied in finding presents for Mrs. Goodwin, 
for her dear Rosa, Charles, and all the chil* 
dren; and infinitely was she puzeled be* 
fore she could find out beautiful and appro* 
priate keepsakes for Doctor Sydenham and- 
Mr. Goodwm. Lady Ddamore, pleased with 
her grateful energy, assisted her choice, and. 
made her happy .^ 

As they were at Lady Ddamore's jew.^ 
eller's^ ordering a set of pearls and other 
elegant things for Julia, the shopman, who 
attended their party, displayed to them a 
blaze of jewels,, in value and bfeauty scarcely, 
to be paralleled, the sctdng of which, hadk 
had been just completed there. 

Lady Delamore inquired to whom they 
belonged ; and t|ie man, not knowing her 
ladyship's connexions, replied—* 

«' They belong to Lady £nderfidd» man 
dam, and have beeu. newly set for her ap^ 
proaching marris^ with Mr« FStzroy* We 
have been nuich fautvied about them, and 
we must jiow «did Acm «ff widbiout deby , 
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as the "wedding is very shortly to take 
place." 

Lady' Delamore heaved a sigh for the in- 
fatuation of her nephew to this perfidious 
woman; whilst Julia heard all this, and 
saw the magnificence prepared to grace the 
nuptials of her rival, with a degree of firm* 
ness that amazed her attentive friend, Mrs. 
Goodwin^ and from which she drew the 
most auspicious hopes that Fitzroy was 
becoming an object of indifference to our 
heroine ; but soon she learned how delusive 
was that flattering hope. 

A gentleman (who had been making 
purchases, and was departing, when they 
entered) attracted by the uncommon beauty 
of the party, stiU made pretences for loi« 
tering in the room, to look at those who? 
so powerfully attracted his admiration), 
when the shopman ceased, spoke with energy 
and feeling. 

" If this Mr, Fitzroy is a worthy man, 
I most ' siDcerttly pity him: if an undeserv- 
ing one, he will, even in this . life, meet 
with ample punishment, in the wife he has 
chosen, for every crime he may or can 
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cominit. I know this Circe well; I was at 
Venice when her husband died: was mur- 
dered, I scruple not to say, by the agent of 
a ruined Venetian county a favourite of Ais 
vile woman's^ with whom I afterwards saw 
her at Paris, under the auspices of that Ii« 
centious court, where her conduct could 
only be equalled by those who countenanced 
her/* Here. he was interrupted by apierc. 
ifig shriek from Rosa ; for Julia had fallen 
senseless into the supporting arms of Mrs. 
Goodwin. 

" Oh Heaven!" exclaimed the gentle* 
man in much consternation, ^' I fear I 
have done mischief} and this most fasd* 
nating young lady is a friend to one of 
the parties I have been ktiprudently speak* 
ing ofl" 

**No^. sir, she knows nothing of them/* 
reidied Mrs. Goodwin promptly; << her 
fainting now is merely accidental, from somie 
sudden indispositioih'' 

The horror wWdi tUs gentltmanja in- 
tdligence awakened iki the mind ef Lady 
Delamore ' was^* for the presdiitt overpowei^ 
by so)ic!lude. for our het^e, ior whose 
recovery every ready means was tried, and 



14 

pro>^ successful} and when her senses 
were restored to her, conscious the eye of 
curiosity was observing her, she struggled 
to suppress the &rther discovery of her 
tortured feelings, with a degree of firmness 
that could not but conquer. She smiled, 
while she trembled; and said she was quite 
well, whilst she was sick at heart. 

This horrid intelligence of Lady Ender- 
field now occupied the thoughts of Lady 
Delamore, who hastened to complete her 

order; and then, sad and abstracted, con- 

» 

veyed our heroine and friends to Russel- 
street. 

The calm resignation to the approach- 
ing marriage of Fitzroy which Julia had, 
with infinite exertion, struggled to ac- 
quire, now all faded away in the agonizing- 
idea that Fitzroy was doomed to a life of 
wretchedness; and her tender sorrowing 
sympathy gave its sad touches to every, 
line of her countenance, spoke in every 
action, aad tremUed ia her tkriUing voice*. 
Vain w«r^ now the effbm of her friends to 
itiake h^ cheerfoL At night she retired 
to h€t chamber, full of grief. Devout^ 
sihe "px^^ fof ^^ ppeservatioQ of Ktzroy's 



15 

happiness. Her piety soothed her sorrow, 
but her night was restless; and she arose 
with anr afflicted heart, and a head confused 
from a painful waking vigil, to perform a 
task which duty had assigned her. 






]$ 



CHAPTER 11. . 

The fr%ate which had brought the dis- 
patches from Lord Ashgrove was imme- 
diately to return, and our heroine had to 
compose, this morning, a letter to her kind 
and generous benefactor; and poor Julia, 
having had no friends or kindred, to cor* 
respond with, knew little of the art of let^ 
ter-writing» None of her friends would 
now assist her arduous composition, for^ 
they all believed her own letter, would, best- 
unfold her heart to Lord Ashgrove ; and 
without any assistance, therefore, poor Ju- 
lia, with trembling diffidence, .found her 
inexperienced pen could form no better, 
composition than the following letter : , 

** To the Right Hm. Earl of Ashgrove^ 

« My lord, 

** And since you < do permit 
it, for mfe. My £sither !— It is very im- 
posdble of me, to know, how to address 
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the frie&d, the great deal beloved, friend, 
of my sainted father, with the reelect of 
reverence, I ought. To address, the be« 
nefactoT ; the' kindly protector, of his or* 
phan child, with the very much gratitude, 
I feel: — for this is only, the fourth letter, 
in my life,- I ever did attempt to mal^e; 
and my very first, in English: and Lady 
Delamore has been ~ kind, to tell me, ^ I 
must address my bene£aictor, and new» 
dear father, in English.' Good English; 
my lord, I do a great deal fear, it cannot 
be of me ; but a good meaning, I have for 
certainly; and that to you, I feel, will do 
as welcome* 

*^ But, alas ! what language to me, would 
now, be more help, than English? since 
the heart, has no words, in any other 
(which I do know) so sweet, so kind, so 
melting : for so in your letter to me, I did 
find it, a language made, for the purpose, 
of benevolence; ai\d saying thinga so very 
greatly kind, they touch, with the thrHH that 
vibrates (for I did feel it so) on every tone, 
of trembling sensibility. But are the Cng* 
lish, my lord, a people ungrateful; or 
why for, have they made not words, for 
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me of any help» when now I do greatly ,wa&t^ 
to make my feelings known, of you ; whm 
I very fain would tell, how gfadtude'a 
eflfect, is in my heart ? I fed it ; — ^very 
certainly, I feci it; and yet^ how grieved 
I am ! I cannot expression make^ to tell 
k. — Alas i why for, is this language deficient 
only, of my purpose ? r— My &ther is tt^ 
because the Ei^lish bemg childrea, to be^- 
nevolence, are caught by lefinement, of 
(heir genenoua parent, to shrii^ for even 
thanks, from those, they m great deal be^ 
nefit I and^ so, have excluded of possibifity, 
poor gratitude, conveying back, for bene<r 
ficence, even one at all, responsive sound f 
If this is so, I am not then, so .very much, 
for blame, in the icy chill of thanks;^ 
that ought for surely,, to glow like the 
heart, they spring from. — ^If my words are 
Uke December, my heart is not; in tbat^ 
in genial summer feel, filial love, reve- 
rence, gratitude, now planted by bene* 
volence, shall bad, and kindly blossom ; 
shall never know the chill, or blight; but 
nurtured, with all of good, my mind does 
cherish ; shall sweetly flourish on, whilst 
vital warmth Is, for me, to feed them. 
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" Oh ! what of treasure, is your ktter ' 
for me : to tell me so sweetly, of my dear, 
dear &ther! — ©h ! he was indeed, ^good, 
tTttly, surdy good!* — I was at his dyin^ 
hour/ and he looked for death as great 
weicoitie, and then, of deceit, could be 
none. His heart was then diseased ; and 
•6 pure it was, for Heaven had stamped it, 
^ sterling/ And although, but mere baby I 
mras, erery word that came from him, was 
* noted in mj heatt* too, my lord. -^ So 
well I can say, your letter: you think, 1 
have read it ; but I have not. It is the com- 
panion of my heart, all of the day ; and at 
night, its station I change, to beneath my 
pillow; and when I start, in great fear, 
from my sleep ; and tremble, that all of 
your kindness, has only been, a dream of 
heaven, I find your letter; and that does 
tell me, as I kiss it, and press it, to my 
grateful, bounding heart, that all such 
goodness of you, and sweet things, of my 
father, are certainly, surely true ; and yet 
I have not, myself, read the letter \ and 
why you think, 1 have not — cannot ? It is 
because, 1 am very much coward ; an,d a 
great deal fear, reading with my own eyes. 



90 

your kind, your sweety melting vio^s, 
would blind make me, with tears*; to read^ 
such things ; such> very toachingi, things^ 
of my dear fether, woul^ too surely> . rend 
for me, my heart, with fond regret ; and 
sad, very sadly^ sa^, remen^brancq ; fqv 
tender was, my father's love to me, • 

" Perhaps, my Iord>. it may be-, for yoju, 
strange to think, for much credence ; that 
although, only of four years old^ whei^ 
that calamity was for me;,* to lose my ten- 
der parent, my. memory is so new^ sofilithful 
of him I of bis laat illness ^ of the sad (oh I 
surely for me, was it sad) scene,, that closed^ 
a life unblemished. But it was for me^ first 
acquaintance^ with sorrow. It. tore, me^ 
harshly, from every feel of happiness. ; and 
for long time, I had only to turn, to his 
remembrance, for knowing, there ever had 
been, at all, such things,, as kindness, Vid 
affection; and the more from chilling in- 
difference, and unkindness,. I was naiade, 
sadly much, to feel, the more I clung to, 
the cherished recollection,, of him, who 
sheltered me, from every touch> of sorrow ; 
snatching for his own heart, every pangs- 
intended for mine ; giving to me, in its 
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^ead, all of fostering care; all of great, 
tender affection', ihe parental heart, could 
gloTV with i and from thence, I did catch, 
the spark, that lit for me, the steady flame 
of filial love, that time, cannot extin* 

« 

guish. 

^^ It was great deal for my happiness; 
great deal' for my nrisfbrtime, my lord, 
infinitely much, resemblance of Lady Ade* 

« 

laide de Clifford, to bear. It was great hap- 
pness for me; because it drew me nearer, 
to my father's heart. - It was for me, mis- 
fortune ; . because from me, it dq>rived, of 
the affection of my mothei' ; and did entail 
for me, the hatred very implacable, of 

*^ During while, my beloved father, was 
my living blessing ; fay mother evincted, of 
attachment so little, for me; that I know, 
it was much grief, for my father, for times 
often, when with the chilling coldness, of 
aff^tionless heart, she has repelled my in* 
fantine caresses ; . he has caught me to his 

breast ; and flown with me^ to the (to him, 

• » ,* • ' ' 

so sacredj spot, . where the urn, to* Lady 
Adelaide, he htd' cbnstenited ; aiid reared 
a wElow,. to Weep^ for her^ and thete in 
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his siorrow's welMoved^ sanctuary > he .has 
shed the many tears » of grief $ clasping me, 
ivith the convulsive grassy for anguish, to 
his throbbing heart» and taking irom hi$ 
bosom, the miniature of Lady Adelaide s 
press it with agonized tenderness, to hi^ 
lips :«^again ; and 3dll, stilly, again; then 
he would hold it^ for- my kiss to give it } 
and bid pt,. / look with high ri^vere&ce 
upo|i it; aad love it beypnd all things^ at 
9ll« excQpt my Ct€^u>x.' la the^e momeoi$, 
ZQ grqa^y ierribl^^ in smguish for him ; he 
has cold for my narrow, ^ he was going, in 
soon tiih,e, from me, to I^y Adelaide} 
and that I might not of possible, fail to 
come to him, and her, some happy day ; 
I must^ upon account none, whatever, omit 
for sayings morning, andn^ht; and ia all 
the griefs,^ that might be for my doom ; the 
very good^ though small prayo's^ he had 
taught for me.' I did proiisise him, for aU ; 
and X do a great deaji trust, I have not fpr- 
gotten, ev^n the leas^ of apy sairred proovse, 
to him* 
*^M^ dear fatjb^, 4id priKnise n^ke^ to 
th^ ^he9 h? WW^<mi I fihoHl4 iu^v^ 
pistMI^;aQ4 1^ ^&4fi)wd«'<, (9 loakf 
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comfort, for me; and that I must kiss 
tbem, times often, then: but alas I when 
go he did indeed, from his hapless chikly 
I had picture none ; no care ; no kindness ; 
nothing to comfort me.— In vain I looked ; 
m vain, in agony's own tears, I entreated 
for, those promised gifts ; but n<h oo, no,^— 
such consolation, was not for me, fan long 
time } not until ten years old, I was ; when 
my lather's long, attached, servant, dear^ 
good^ kind. Crofts (perhaps you remem- 
ber, my lord, good Crofts — I shall never 
forget him, for he loved, i:my dear ftrther) 
came like the angel for pity, from heaven 
itself, with die never, at all, fergotlm, jhc* 
tures to me. . My kisses were in arrear, 
terribly lengthened time} and I did scni* 
pulottsly pay, my debt, with interest a great 
deal in all my wanderings, I have since 
preserved them; still unknown to grand- 
mamsna, ft>r she would have bereaved' me, 
from thenu They have been, fiat my loieed 
companions, through ev^ misery. They 
have been for me, soothing otmsolation, and 
support, in all my griflfiKi far whilst 1 dU 
gMe upon ihem» I v«ry . wteU-rfietfntf , to 
hmx aiPi that mmit 1 ^tiight, to go wtMre^ 
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the dear orlgiaala werte gone ; and when I 
did.. look upcm the resemblance^ for Lady 
Adelaide, I a great deal wondered, why 
grandnumma, could find it of possibility, to 
hate me, for looking like, to that. 

^^ But since I did grow old, my lord, I 
discovery made» of the fatal cause, of alL: — 
My mother had, for much long time, loy^ 
my father; while his aflFe^on, was stead- 
fast to, glow, for L.ady Adelaide*. Why my 
fstther, did again marry, I do jiot know : 
but this, is very certainly so.; he kept not 
secret any, from my mother ; and even, 
when she married,- she knew, that grief 
for Lady Adelaide, had too surely pierced, 
my father's heart, with the cruel shaft, for 
death ; and though he did linger, in sad, and 
silent suffering, for five years, after his second 
wedding, my mother had not power, to 
win his heart ; or lure him, of his so fondly 
cherished, woe« I only caught, the remaining 
spark, of affection, his broken heart contain- 
ed ; and that alas ! conveyed, with all of 
misery, the pang^ of jealousy so terrible, to 
fliy poor mother's bosom. 

<* After my loss,, of all^ happiness \ when 
dsseSa took my beloved iadier; i ha4 per- 
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mission none^ fbr seeing mf mother; who 
early fell a victim, to her imtuspiciom 
love> and grief, most terrible ; and not im« 
til her last sand was set, could ahe th^ 
presence, of her hapless cluld, smtaia: 
then for me, she sent; cbsped me for the 
£iist, and last time^ with maternal tender- 
nesis, to her panting bosom. ^Implored 
from me, (alas! from her own cfaikl) for« 
giveness ; called me ter adored Frederick's^ 
great deal, injured treasore; supplicaied 
to her mother^ to make transfer, dF all af* 
fbction, she had ever borne hersetf, to me»' 
And as, with me clasped to her bosom she 
wept, she ^c&i «pire. i 

^^ The loss, of her so mudi dear child, 
my grandmother a great 4eal attribated^ 
£oT^ my iathef*s unbomided love of me; 
and so alas! that very great in terribly 
idea, did (HrdfuUy increase, her detestation 
of me. Unkindness, and much from ne- 
glect, I am gready consciocis, i shoukL 
have still experienced, from nry abbbrring, 
grandmother (Oh! at wad sad^ akid terrifadb 
thought, for sne, to xbe abhorrttd, by 'my 
sole sofvivin^' parent! but^ I was*) Bu« 
not of crudty, should I hsrve suffered ever,i 

VOL. 11. ^ 
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I do certainly think, had she been left to 
act, intirely for, the impulse, from her 
own heart; but .my mother's nurse (who 
had lived, yeass a great many, with grand- 
mamma) imbibed the calamitous family ha- 
tred, of me; i^ if ever the disposition, of 
the hum^n being, was <tiab.61ico^ it was this 
woman's; and she possiessed infinite much, 
of influence over - my grandmother. This 
dreadful of woman, this misery inflicting, 
Ninon, had of me .the care, from my early 
day si;, and never .could my most inno- 
<^ent, ap[d playful efforts {for I was of 
playful spottiteness,. ^uite full; while hap- 
piness, and my father, were spared for me) 
subdue at all, her barbarous disposition, 
fjdr enmity of me. 

; ^' After my. mother died, grandmam*. 
ma, who loved not . solitude, quitted our 
beautiful cottage, on Arno's banks — ^alas ! 
that loyed spot^ is no more for me, to see ; 
but in meinory ; but there, yet it stands, in 
tjie glowing .tints, of to-day's colouring; 
£pr there I did dwell with, and loved my fa« 
tber) and for three. years, wandered about 
li^^^i decision ^^Iting ncme^ where to form: 
i(j€r . h3bi|3^ioR i . sojnptlofte taking we in her 
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suite ; but more time, leaving me^ in some 
dreary convent, to the mercy, of the very mer- 
ciless, Ninon. 

^^ At length, grandmamma fixed for a resi- 
dence, at Rome ; and I was sent for, to her. 
There she had concerts, twice, every week, 
that cs^oie ; and at all of them, I was made to 
sing, and play ; for my voice, and musical edu- 
cation^ grandmamma had cultivated, to aU 
i|i possibility's power ; but concert ended ; 
and I had seen the guests, all seated at supper, 
by the malice of Ninon, I was put, without 
food, to bed ; and after great exertion, I did 
require some ; and how often, while singing, 
in ' best of my ability, I have thought^ soon 
will ^ my notes be made, to change, for sad« 
ness V and in very truth, to cry for bread, in 
the midst of great festivity. JBut that was 
saiall, of my sorrow ; and I have Jived, for. 
pitying Heaven, to give me bread; comfort ; 
happiness*, all ^ by giving for roe, again, a ten* 
der fatben 

*^ For near three years, we staid at 
Rome ; and then we. returned for Florence; 
where (oh 1 how fortunate for me, it was) 
grandm^ntma placed me^ in a convent ; and 
then, ^t^ Ninoo, set out for Paris ; to see 
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fbr, fhe vary much aleerauen» the revola- 
tiotij bad been cause of, there. Hete in 
this convent, 1 met the great blessing, that 
rescued me, of quite, ignorance; and led 
me, to the religion of my father. The 
prayers tny anxious parent, taught for tne^ 
were strong of impression j though concise. 
I learned them^ like parrot; and long ex- 
ercised my memory, in repetition of them ; 
because, my dear father, did tell me, so to 
do : but as time made for me, age to think, 
I found those prayers, had very seriously 
meanings, in them ; all connected whh, the 
great outline of all, which ray dear father 
had sketched for me. In vain I asked, fbr 
more information, upon the so interesting 
subject ; in Tain I asked, for the great book, 
my dear father, told me, should be for 
mine ; by studying which,- I should cottic to 
him, and Lady Adelaide.^ But alas ! I was 
chid, and derided, for a^ing for, these se« 
rious things. The nuns, indeed, were very 
prompt, to tell me ; but well was my re- 
coflectionj of my dear father bidding ine, 
Hot, ever to listen, to them ; so I would not ; 
hvix very seriously, I turned mte, to the study^ 
of my sitiall prayers ; and to recoHeetieii: 
^ all my father had said, of the subject; 
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• Bud YCty nn^ibus- I- was ; and witb all my 

'ttttlc might, I did get on^ though small way 
. it waS) in the path of Chrtstianity : but at 
last, ia the €oavent Sajita Celcstiiia, ac Flo- 
Tefice, I gained all of infc^mation, I paated 
to know ; and* ob I for my happiness, was 
i^^ght, th^ r^Uffoxkr of my, own^ father^ 

<^ In, ^ convei^t of Santa Celeetina, I 
dM fiM» a l^dy of England ^ her name Mr$» 
Waldegr^ve I whp was bending beneatby 
.t^U §o¥r<^io9» wdg\i(s,, tl^at health could 
,»a mpT9 fi^fort hpTi:i jmd ^ |iw ia t))e 
^cl^. ^e J^ Im bwbw4i qhl^r^B, 
» gM»£ nift^i M«A 4uir ^^rt, tearing longer 

.«o staji, tQ Tm^ iH?pn: in Mfe, h^^ gpn^ tp 

.^vfsil,. ti^i^ heft}: ^ to IlQienee «be dttt 
.G$ii^, fer ita gqni^l ?tfr ; and to live, wj^ 
.«^e di4 live^ of). tl^^ lif tie mefnsii thf lofn. 
,wWoq?«rhQod> djdjgive f^i" ^lef. 
\ ^'Sli^^^s 8i»d[ for ?bf wa« in g^ief } she 
"W^ 991 gio; 99in]pa9iop; foir she wa& sick;, 
iqxi'd^^l^i so every one did «huix her; even 
the old^sl nuns, w^o told their be^ds, $9 
jste^dUy } and sud, * thpy were the Chfi&r 
tisffi^' j^ut tboiigh her chamber was, gav^ 
for* glqom j; I w^t there* Self-interest, I 
|iVi|£)l fWTj t^flye than pity, was my leader^ 
' c 3 



30 

and I did say * I would be her little girl, to 
lean upon, when she in the garden walked ; 
and do all of help, and comfort, for her j so 
he would but, tell me, how, I could go, so 
surely, as not of possibility, to lose my way, 
to my father, when I did die.* 

*« She did feel, the great heavenly, kind* 
nessj to take pity, for me. Each day, she 
did make of me to read, the sacred scrip- 
' tures, to her ; and many other books, upon 
the great subject of all; making explaiia- 
tion, as I read ; aot for - pu^a&ling 'me, tb 
• shew her acquirem^ts; 'but- e^sy -for the 
comprehen»on, of my yoiitig and little ex* 
ercised capacity. Other more things, tff 
•fess tmportaiice, though gteatly- 4br • Hi^ 
kiiowkdge, she kindly tau^t, ' for 'TWe ; 
which else, I had known, as litile^ as my r<^ 
^ion. She had very got>d globes ; iatd 'a 
'precious store of instruction's bodks, and 
many, for matured comprehension'; and 
these all, she bequeathed for me. • In return 
for* all, this treasure, of good ; I was great 
comfort for her. I did interest her; and 
was much help,' in her decline, of heakh. 
This she did say ; and it was a great, joy- 
ful, gladness for me ; because I owed her 
more> than language, can express ; but after 
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twenty-one months, of precious time ; ia 
which I was, so kindly taught, to shake off; 
the quite, Wack hood, of ignorance ; Mrs; 
Waldegrave did die -, and that vms sad, grief 
tome. 

** Very immediately, after thaf, grand- 
mamma returned^; and was in much aok 
get, at my niaking, such great treasure, 
as Mrs. Waldegrave*s instructions. She did 
say, ^ mental acquirements took me nom 
mudc, drawing and dancing,* all she 
thought • necessary, at all, for me to know; / 
but I did say, ^ the day was long, quito 
Plough, if industriously managed^ for alt; 
for before I knew Mrs. Waldegrayey tine 
was always, too long for me«' " But though 
1 did assure her, thk> grandmaiMut took 
from me, all, my predoos bequest ^ ami dm 
too, was great grief, for me. ' > . . • > 

** Very shortly after the calamity^} of my 
beloved friend, Mrs, Waldegrave^^ deatbr, 
grandmamma went to Naples ; taking ttie ifritli 
her. At Naples, grandmamma had great so- 
ciety ; her coneetts, and her convcrza(S6ne, 
were carried on vdth much of spirk. Here 
too, I was made for help, kk the ccn^ertsr; 
and the goesis would have been' cwil, ^oui 
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attentive*: for me ; had I sot known, it would 
be gr^t displeasure^ for grandmamma ; and 
so I shrunk from attention ; and every one 
believed I was the senseless^ musical, auto- 
maton ; and minded no more, I wa». 
' ''At Naples, Ninop died, of a greatly 
.]^nfoI, 9ia|^dy ; in >vhicfa, she became ob-* 
H^i^iou^ tp every one; and even, grand* 
jT^amiQg^ would never, tQ her sicl; chamber 
gp,; To sf» hfcr sHfferings, was very terrible. 
Oh! ftie t)€pai3ftf ^o jnftsch obje?t, for pity^ 
\ that I Qiiijp fwf of, my Ht^t^^ ^, her ! Frow 
Jne f)n}y,^oi||d'Sh^ tgke, her m^^pioes ; m^ 

h^ f&p ^i/^mhw ^ubwimw^ to tl>elum4» 
vhkl) g»«t fef her iffiii^Mm ; I ha4 forg^ 
Ha tih her \^uiifi^ t^ m^t tot 1 «0V 
:l6»»d^ lJ|»y ted. ?pr^8kg frpfp h^* y^ bwrfj 

ft» fri(»in k^ftd l^fitp^r} iind her S^e^Q iQr 
death, left on my miod, impr^ssioaj oh ! 
mpst terrible! But )it the last, v^ry, mo- 
;mRMf vhesk all (tm from h^r, but m^^ $b^ 
ff It oompimaion ; aa4 strpggled^ fs^a, to teU 
to w^, spmotbmg ; but speech, w^ the© ^\n 
mQSb:\p^f fer ?ver to her ; a few incoJieiCRt 

.WGin]s,.<>Aly, foimd articjulsttipiij 9nd th«y 
^worc, a, Jcga«jr pf misery {qx me j. far iiksf 
.implied, * theie v^a$ for me, no safety, w 

^andu^amma's protection; forishe was in 



pay, from am, who \i?ished for me to die.* 
3ul:, surdys surely, that^ was raving all i for 
time, . fa^s. proved it. so. . 

'^ Wheu great troubles agitated Naples^ 
graxx^ma^ma chose refuoval to make, for 
Palermo ; not that she feared ; for she had 
great 4^1, ffiendsi amoQg the FreAcb> and 
their parti^aiis : but we did go ; and shortly 
after w^ ariived there, grandmamma* e?er 
festle^^ an4 unhappy, nnloss trayelling, left 
ipae, in t\kt convent of Santo Sebastiano, 
9J^out ^ Ipffiie distance^ froxfx the city of 
Falenn9i> ^^d^ w^'th a gay party^ lo Malt^ 
4fp^t|^d} During her absence, the elope* 
niient.of I^ady Q^i^a Home, was,, with i.of4 
Sftrain9n4 J: tf^e fvgkiycs were overtakep, 
^^lifi^eii, asMi^ L^y CedUa. pUced (for 
^^t ^ Jbi^ppiup?* for me) in the convent, qf 
Sta^^Q 30;^stiaAO, when Sor the $r$t timc^ | 
(Ud k9ow». th^ «weet influence, of t^e fri^ndr 
^ foi; being if coRgenial y^rs ,. ])m it 
Vf^§f?!L iffttf^f ^tip, fc9 b^ve those^ ipy besyt 
f%^shefd^ f^l^^fl. for w. I was npt s^ 
inuphf : for:?!stf ** we, <o grieve, tbaJ the (fc. 
»«We. 'F% f9i[ f-5vly <?wli?t b^au5e. §1^9 

9m»i S5teW»>W»:li»H B*»ft| ^OHjd, ^®Ue, 
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<^ At lengthy time brought grandmamma 'sf 
return ; and why I not know, we suddenly 
departed, from Santo Sebastiano, in the very 
night ; and in disguise, as pilgrims went, 
with a company of them, on their '///- 
legrindggioj to where, I not learned ; nor 
at what place, we parted; nor name of 
the place, in Sicily, we travelled to j but it 
was great way from Palermo. Very secretly, 
was this expedition made ; for why, I 
not know : but at h^t, we embarked ; and 
from my own Kttie; small knowledge, of 
geography, I do a great deal dxink, at 
Messina ; in a very bad ship, with* a party 
of grandmamma's friends j but they were not, 
for me, friends ; for I could not at all, like 
thenu but we went up the Archipehigo antf 
to the Bosphorus. We saw Co'nstantinopfe ; 
but did not make landing, there, but we did, 
at several of the islands. At Scio, grand- 
mamma bade good by, to her friends ; and 
we again embarked, in a vessel, bound for 
Spain. We made landing at Valentia, frdni 
where, we proceeded, to Madrid. Grand- 
mamma not at all liking Madrid, we began 
long travels again ; crossed the Pyredets, im6 
Rottsillon s and grandmamma haviiig much 
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fnends, in France, wc had not difficulty at 
all, to get passports ; and proceeded to Pari^ i 
where she took^ comfortable hotel; hir^ 
good deal, of servants ;* got great mastei* kt, 
me, to learn French dancing from ; and she 
had pretty much society there : but, she; 
took me not out, at all,, even to gne tbeati e ^ 
and sadly I did want, to see, < my master 
dance, at the op^a ; he told m^, so mu<;b 
about it. But suddenly, at the end of (but 
months, grandmamma had aU^ her money 
spent, in our Jong travels ; and in livlog tocf 
dear: and heiag disappointed from som.Q 
supply, she was obliged to go, and without 
servant at ali ; and iii that machine, so much 
awkward, a diligeoce^ t^ Brussels; from 
whence we proceeded,, to the Hague ; to the 
house^ of Mbn. Laroche, where we mad^ 
stay of three months^ of most unfertunaCe 
effect : during which, we experienced much 
of hosf^tality^ and very great deal of 
kindness^ Mon. Laroche had been^ old 
friend, for my gcad&ther St. Clair, \vas 
grandmamma 's iigent, .in atL what,^^ heii 
money concer^aod %. and: that was- why fbx!i{ 
sbe wem to bim, to. get money, for her hdf% 
now she had. not managed^ cheap esiQi^gh«j..ii 
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^ tkxt greatly for us all, anfortimate, Mon. 
Laroche had a son^ Loui& Laroche, by his 
tery bad deatiny, jj^bcld me, with too much 
paf tiedi a regard. My iaiatuatad graadmo^ 
thet, did too quick see this ; and unknowjag 
of hk father or , myself, gave to hiin> 
every encouragement. I was no more ccm* 
salted, than his father; but she did paro*> 
mite my hand to Low; the iatt bdng 
#f alii in existence, I do think, I could tak€ 
&)f hmband ^ for a mdA ;« ofiigat^ he was ; 
but being so very much h^pdsome (of which 
he thought great deal, as if he had made 
for himself, beauty) aiid that as I was so 
y^ung ; and as he did suppose from tkai^ 
thoughtless of b^d$ he hot once supposi* 
tion formed, that I should, these matters so 
seiious, weq^ againsi him: but I did, and 
tilat did make him, aogry very exceedingly ; 
but what did that, h^lp hiii\? Anger is 
net, 4>f much captivation ; apd I only, did 
the more recoil from him, and be afraid. 

^< Men. Lamcfae aui^e discovery, of 
|l»ndinanMBa's plans; ai^ his rage of an^' 
ger^ ^vridxmly exceedeclbe^ bf his ven^ 
giaiice. Oh ^ k was Tery vuich dreadful^ 
that i M one^momt nt|^ iwm his:house, he did 
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send as, vnth every degradation; and oov 
gainst yery nmcfa, my grandmotlier's diapo* 
sidon; we were compdled, refuge to take ia 
England; and we were but just settled, a 
small qc>uage, in Sussex, when the savage Uw«- 
men, for Mon# Laroche, arrived^ arrested aqr 
poor grandmamma^ for very laige debt, and 
pnt her in the prison. How she was scr 
free from that, I will tell to, my kind ftthav 
in some time to come ; hut that is story 
long ; and I fed not, the courage now, to 
^ay it. From the sad habitatioii, of die pri- 
soner, we to London joumeydd ; and desti- 
tute nf all, oomferts} and oevly money nonc^ 
wn made ahodtt in the temple for bon^ 
voience; in houie of the amiaUe, tnd^eqt 
Mr. Goodwin. Here my deaa, lord, I 
did suflFi^r the loss, of p^or fnmdmanttm. 
In very troth, I sufficed ^Skooa^ at 
her deadi'; f(v thoi^ she made me aoi, 
a&o^anate: eUld ; I (titt had somethmg isi 
tt^ Ijeart for ^cr^ 1^»^ tp atta<4niCTt:; fcr 
sdil, sti^,.tfcinugh my li£^ n^y vnollectfaa 
was atrmg; t4 the memery^ that h»r enmity 
£w me, was canted, hy hmt lendcroms for 
my iiqdifii ; asid.^1 covU «i0t :liafie bttj wiip 
so. itell;k>vfti».kii9 mn^er|:«xd w.hea shs 
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Tcry stwwpgly, and afe<;tioir too; for y^ 
who IoY€|di^cSo vellji my dev» dear, re^l, 
par^nt^ ^an you ^ %ny thing, but, dear 
to me?; M7 tf94€r father^ wislupg tp 
9iake for me happiness-) so kindly, oh ! s^ 
>ireetly^ kjnd! encourages s^y wish^ to b^ 
«U, qnad^ tP hi^ li^pwq^ that I shputd 4 
gre^t !te*l ffSir, i^y l^??rt; Wfs ungwiali fo^. 
1^ sve^. «f mitfuaj cpi^fidepce i did I a(Ot, 
f«S)S!8 ^ Hvy . Vff§b/^ aii,. m tj»e bosoip, - of. 

*« {t 19, the m»ch, e^nf^t \|ii^ fpr my. 

ksm* to kii§w, wf ?Q gf^ai* yoiwijg bfD«. 

fwSOU l»u$ » for «ie, to s^ 'tis pbinijj 
tbtt» he is.to jcSHi revealed, as hN> * ^9 
M yow pt9ts$iioii, m^ yeur, not, to b$ 

«l«»r«»sed .h«R«volwpe,, ftp. mej: .a^ .5^ 
friend, of long time, wliose very form, I. 
nHrkrH^v* Aa4 yo« 1^ pa^e not men- 
tim* I: ^svy W^l WKftvCj. ^ef ? sfimj? reaso^^ 
K wl^f ibr» !lj» ^ati^tio9.piF ^is gr^ 
^tsi^ pf 'jlWPdiy* ?sBJjapt. l?e iqduJg^, \rith 
SA^ .^opip^, I npwt therefore, niyself 

fiwsqjf* ^ iIm? <?^tW» of a for^n, in wy 
own fency jf.i^. .«»;. IKHfJtt^. sh^l bi^ 
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^ But, I do a great . doT tr&t, there h 
»2steiice none, of prQbflMtifn,'^ miise,' 
;ny second wisb^ I h%ve quite umoDcfaedy 
more tbaii two huiidr^ pounds, of my 
much aii^abl^, Ufja^^wa friend's^ g^ for 
benevoI^BC^ ; aqd | a great deal am amdoot, 
restoratioa la mak^ of the whole large 
sum* Noi^ you w^ij fiitther, have such vicfaes 
luadp for vf^f J ^4k> 40 iU muek coft- 
vfaa^lyi Riui J QUght, He may hawe 
^It, imfi\ Q^ Uf if Poe for Iraaelf; ftir 

fitber c^ildrqi of >d¥er«ity, iriio fivi not^ 
Lpr^l Mh^i^y* for a tmder &then 

^ My tkki msii (you will for, I am ua- 
tfp^o^jb]^ to wish IP largely) Ait to gded^^ 

y9y«g |t»tfigf9;tti0^ ie cause (A. Gxfit oom- 
^a)ip» ^ l^miivess for me« aa4 tseuq^asnoii 
19 iHe huin^iie famil]^ whq hare fafim true 
frirndsy for me» led him to obtain, rery great 
emH^y^^^^WH fi^r ;he eldest son to Mr. Goodi- 
yfini W al^ I tUs^Mtx^ is for Mn Quod«i» 
]>rpp loi^ his dosis of years; and whea that stay 
is ta^ep^ fw away i so greatly far, 4iat cvea 
It^e, qsMMt didude^ the much fondly, doafc. 
in» father. Into b€Utf, tlutt £M:e will for him, 
lengthen eut years, to see this prize tp his 



4fi 

heart, return, to close for him his eyes; 
nor can even this, all soother, paint for 
the man, who seventy years, has number 
toade, the golden dream, of extended life, 
to see his son's return, with fortune made, 
from India.— Oh! no, and Mr. Goodwin, 
does cherish not, sudi expectation. — The 
affections of his heart, havfe yielded peace-, 
for the advahcement, of this treasure boy : 
he talks with forced, or fancied resignation, 
d£ the departure to be ; whilst in close se« . 
cret, his spirit is bending fast, to break.-*- 
Oh ! I have marked it, much my fether !«-? 
•This so good, oldmw, is sorrow wounded* 
,«?r:*GTeatly' df grief^ I have fdt, to see the 
-wiatfot glance^> of his anguished eyes, steat 
Jng, in hoped escape, of observation, to 
rest make long, upon his boy, so soon to 
ieave >hhn ; and how has the groan, which 
'-vain \)tra8 effort to imprison, that steals from 
^ heart, quite saddened mine ; and th^n he 
$miles; oh! such a sn^le! it msikes for 
me hurry, to gain my chamber^ to weep 
Soft s^eiQg, such z smile, from him ; whose 
^att, so kindly, so benignly felt for me ; 
and gave me safe protection; sacred, and 
tender, as to his own offspring. 
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** Your great benevolent wish, is to make 
me happy j then, oh ! my father, take from 
me, this cloud that shades. its feel, from 
my heart : deigfi, deign, approbation for 
my little project; and let your bounty to 
me, make for a parent, happiness!" [Ju* 
Jia now sketched her project of completing, 
at • her own expence, the education of 
Charles Goodwin, to fit him for the church ; 
and her plan of purchasing a living for him^ 
When he attaihedi - the age for taking holy 
carders ; and then continued.] — ^^ You wifl 
ihiiik, I am great woman of business; so 
iwett my plan, is arranged ; but not believct 
it is all, arvtogemfent of my own. I called^ 
d(3ar DoctorHSydMham, to my consultation ( 
land'he^}^ teU to me, how I could do, thii 
iK^ish, all myself, if you so kind should be 
{which I pray for you, to be) to permic my 
adopiiem, of Charles, for my prot^l 
And- do,' dear my father, use your exer« 
tion for me, with my young benefactor, 
not anger to feel, for my Interference, with 

f 

his generous projects ; and to permit, this 

m 

KapjSness for me ; if * hot tbof late, for time; 
in Charles to tecedc.- Or if some one, 
inuit go to India J let it be, the next boy^ 



George ; who though very much good ; and 
clever exceedmgly, too ;. clings not, v^ith 
suph fast grs^, to his poor^ s^d fi^th^r's^ 
inestimable heart ; . has not susceptible fbel- 
ings, liKe to Chirks ; nor baa such tpnd^ 
sifi^ctioiiy to his p^^aits. No; Q^orge i^ 
y«?ttiy b^tte? suited, fQT ft fgr^lgn ^Unje*. 
The hf«Ft qf Cbsp-lesj, is so pure gngljili, it 

will grf^'dfSl t«»w li9u?ipb, m itg Rjitive 

^^ AM HQW, Hiy 1^4 ^w t&»ch ^ 

gmu )<ing letter b«T^ { wr{tt«ii ^pA i»^ 

6f«iiRgiy I few, fe witt be %igiie fcr yiHl ^ 
Nl It WSIK yfWr Vffy ^iide$e<^ipf wilk 

Ij^ I sbouj^ ^H for ym> .»1|» w)wt te fnj 
|i^ b»ft te£^<^ft r v\4i I Imi^^'r-wd tlottfih 

^ Hfish of my. hesffU. sfJU to w?ite on, t» 
you I CPuH I b^ttipr do- i(.: b^t i<! if very 
jmicb difE(;^^9 tQ 9i>«alL of oi^'s self, an4 
9f^\ §e6|» tedious y 9HA4. I M for Iwg tim^, 
i^tthiilg tfl sipieakof,, hut myself j fQr m^y 

w^ the yi^arsi ^ 'tobd ^Ipne, quUe^ in thw 
gre^t world y fpr th;ait is l^ni spUtvide,, wh^ff 

no one care^: ^ yio^i ^ I hai,vf h^d . many 

griefs : but I hsi^Y^ had, gr^ blessii^s tooj 

^nd now I ain rich wopan, 9nd pr^ttK^^^a bjr. 



the genial finrour, of gready unpsiallelcA 
beasvoheofie ; 1 trusty I ahaU no ttuM^e far« 
get^ I once was, w ftieAdlcis, and to |MMir ; 
totd vrhea the cUid of indigtacCy and mt^ 
TOW, I do tnest ; remembenng my o«m Mi& 
fbrings^ when I was, tbeir slid tister ; kttow 
how to ptfy and gire them, tender coom<-> 
iatibti.'' 

fulia now concluded her long, and to to 
most asduous, . epWtlei %itk all ^e- respect 
and gratitttde her feefog h<alt could dic« 
tate; and h6t withom many tears, trhitk 
the lsindnes6 of Lord Ashgrove, and the tad 
TecollectioBty the com>^siii6n of thli letter, 
all awakened : and to Ddttof Sydebhasft 
Qftly did the thcrw k^ as hev pTo}«6t, f^ 
Jatrrts to Cbariet, fefbad h^ ktdng ^y ol 
die Good!;!^s see itv 

The di^silion of our heroine • M^t mdtt 
s^akidoftaK : H^i* fatler had taught her, kl 
jier inlknt yeai-s, hdw ^wiet was the reist* 
procal' tenderness of consanguinity ; but the 
iad n^ kkdrad' cbkn^ to c@lI1 thrdiigh 
Ufe foi the constatt action 43^ ht» afi^cttons^ 
Few hdd bedti &e dbmS^Jfe made ^{)0n 4iet 
toV€-} aftd atthttu^ 41w>le «iw h^d iwfai 1J««^^ 
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erfuly her heart, long accumuladiig iti af- 
£scttons> had acquired such: an ample store/ 
it -now flowed in abunduice 'U{>on all her 
friends, and the idea of approachii^ sepa* 
ration with some of the dearest of those 
friends taught her that loving' and being 
beloved were not devoid of incidental pains : 
and added to the grief she felt at quitdng. 
the kindly sheltering roof of Mr. Goodwin ; 
in going from him ; his wife, whom she was 
tenderly attached to ; from all his dear 
children i and from Doctor Sydenham too;* 
Viras the torturing reflection that Fitzroy 
was about to link himself to misery. Sad 
W9S now her every thought ; nor could one 
gol<len dream or flowery expectation of the 
pleasures which might await her at De? 
lamore-castle,' or the certainty of her now 
being about to enter th^t elevated sphere 
her birth entitled her to, soften one 
ps(ng, or lessen the poignant regret she. 
eicperienced in parting with her huinble. 

friwds. 

; At li^gth arrived that 4ay^ dreaded by 
every inmate in Mi;^ Qoodwin'^ hoUse^ 
The young children, to spare th^T ')k^M 
hearts the grief of parting witi) fafr tt^ey; 
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dearly loved, were sent at an earif hour ifi 
the morning to spend the d^y with Bfrs. S. 
Goodwin ; and to part from those who re- 
mained Jtilia found a task tiiat quite sub- 
dued her : the affection and regret they all 
evinced at the moment of separation thrHIed 
througli her heart, and shook her every 
faculty with grief. Often, and often, were 
the parting embrace and the farewell pres- 
sure of the hand repeated, ere Julia could 
find it possible to t^ir herself away. At 
length, respect for Lady Delamore, whom 
she feared she detained from proceeding on 
her journey, impelled her departure. With 
a heart overwhelmed with grief, and eyes 
that evinced her sorrow, she threw herself 
into Doctor Sydenham's carriage, which 
took her from her afflicted friends to 
Grosvenor-square. 

Before the day of our heroine's depar- 
ture, she had done every thing which gra^ 
titude and affection prompted, and delicacy 
permitted, to evince her regard for the 
Goodwins. She had made them as many 
valuable presents as their rectitude and 
innate dignity would allow them to receive. 
Biddy O^Connor she had, with the heart 
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and hand of liberality^ rewarded. Doctor 
Sydenbam was highly gratified by his keep- 
saife } and she settled a correspondence with 
htm as well as Mrs. Goodwin, and pro- 
tHised to visit the good doctor's parsonage 
the ending summery if in her power. And 
Lady Deiaimorey as the agent of Lord Ash« 
grove, jpresented, in a very handsome and 
delicate manner, a most libehtl sum to' Mr; 
Goodwin, to remunerate the expences his 
adopted child had unavoidably occasioned 
to him. 
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CHAPTER III. 

When JuKa afiired at Delamore-home, she 
found two travelling carriages in vaiting, 
with the imperials already on, surrounded 
by servants and horses, all apparently ready 
for setting out. Our heroine, alanned, 
feared she had detdned her ladyship: this 
fear, by calling her thoughts from her 
friends in filoomsbury, gave the first check 
to her grief. She felt ashamed of appear- 
ing so overwhelmed by tears, and struggled 
to suppress them. In the hall, she found 
Mrs. Beville -^rsdung for her; who, with 
kindness and evident joy, welcomed her; 
and, as they proceeded up stairs together, 
softly said to Julia — 

*' Dear young lady, I am commis^oned 
by Lady Selina, to * entreat your forgive- 
ness for the part she bore in distressing 
you; for which, she says^ she is sincerely 
sorry, and ashamed; and implores you still 
to persevere in your silence to her mother, 
and every^ individual of the family, upon 

VOL. II. i> 
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the subject^ and to have the goodness to 
meet her as a perfect stranger/ I should 
long since have performed my promise to 
you, dear young lady! of mentioning you 
to Lady Belamore ; only at the request of 
Mr. Ficzroy I did not, as he said, ^you 
should have better introduction to my lady.' 
I suppose he knew Lord Ashgrove's attach- 
ment to your family, and the reasons why 
he was to be your guardian." 

Julia had only just time to send her faith- 
ful promise of secresy to Lady Selina*s re- 
quest, when they reached the apartment 
where Lady Delamore was, alone. 

Her ladyship clasped our heroine to her 
bosom, and welcomed her with a tender, 
maternal embrace. Julia ^^ hoped she had 
not long delayed her. — But, in very truth,** 
said she, ^^ I could not find heart^ to tear 
myself soon away, from the dear friends, 
who were friends, in my adversity." i 

« Ah ! Miss De Clifford," replied her 
ladyship, *' your countenance eloquently 
reproaches me, for not stealing you from 
these inestimable friends, and beguiling yoa 
of this sorrowful work of parting. — But 
you are not.the sole cause of my protracted 
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departure. Lady Selina Southerland, inad* 
vertently, fixed upon: that hour for taking 
her last lesson in singing, which my lord 
appointed for my leaving to\m:— -and now 
we will go to her, if you have no objection^ 
that I may introduce you to each other/* 
Lady Deiamore now led our heroine to the 
boudoir of Lady Selina; — a room well re- 
membered by Julia De Clifford. 

Lady Selina had just arisen from her 
piano ; and a very fine, dashing-looking, 
signore was handing her to a seat, grinning m 
soft ianguisbmenc in her face, as he was ut« 
tering his bravissimo^s upon her ^squislto per- 
formance. 

Lady Deiamore introduced our heroine to 
Lady Selina, who indolently arose, languid- 
ly bowed, and then sinking, quite subdued 
by the exertion, into her seat, again turned 
in raptures to praise the signcre's last new 
compositions. 

But, alas ! the signare was under the tor- 
tura of taking leave. Lady Selina ' held out 
her hand to him; he snatched it in an ec* 
stasy, pressed it to his lips — ^to his heart ; 
writhed, as if in agony; sighed deeply; 
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bowed profoundly:^ and scampered off, 
warbling a celebrated bravura of his own. 
At the room 'door, he suddenly stopped ; 
drew up, on one side, submissively ; bowed 
obsequiously ; and made his exit, in silent, 
sober, respect : whilst a most uncommonly 
handsome young nian appeared ; who, after 
staring ior amazement upon the retreating 
ssgnore for- a moment, advanced into the 
room, exclaiming — 

" is not that Squallini ?" 

•^ye3,** replied Lady Selina. 

" Why, what the deuce ! — do— do you 
suffer such a fellow as that to kiss yow 
hand, and squeeze it with such infernal 
freedom !" 

** He would not give me lessons, if I did 
not a little condescend to him," returned 
Lady Selina, something disconcerted. 

" Oh! he would not!— Then, Isabella 
. shall not t^ke another lesson from him. I 
had rather she should scream like aunt 
Mary's parrot, than be pawed by such a 
rascalini into a syren. It is lucky for 5/f- 
nore Insolanii^ and you, Selina, that I am 
not Charles j for I should certainly treat 
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the presumer with a kicking down stairs, and 
only return to make, my eternal congee to 
your condescending ladyship." 

^^ Ah! well, but Chiirle$ is not such 
ian unfashioned savage as you are. — Your 
odious sea education has made a perfect 
monster of you!" replied Lady Selina;, in« 
dignantly. 

^' Not dubbed a monst^r^ for not liking to 
have my sister^ or my cousin, pawed by sucti 
a fellow as that, I hope V* 

** Nq; but your manners, nay your very 
dr6S6 too, are become so horridly s^nctinipr 
nipus,— Tour fear of being so great a coxf 
comb as your brother Vil^ers, has led you 
into an absolutie barbarian." .t 

<< Well then, Selin^, do ji*t you tur|i b^r 
barian too, and look cross at me when wf 
are going to part :— rT, shall never more bej. 
hold Lady Selina Southerland:'' he aow toolj: 
^seat beside her ; she reached out her han4 
in amity. — 

•* No I" he exclaimed, " not that poU 
iQtad one I— no, that I'll never touch !-^ 
' All the sweets of Arabia will not sweeten 
ilnit Ihtle hand.' — Come,, the other, madam, 
the other j or 1 must content myself with 

p3 
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your lips — which, certainly, are more con- 
venient to me.'* 

*« Still ^the same De Lisle !'' said Lady 
Delamore, smiling, " I must confess, I do 
not perceive so great an alteration in you, as 
the rest of your family complain of.*' 

** No, my dear aunt!** he exclaimed, 
with energy, ^^ you will never find altera- 
tion in me. I loved and • respected- ypu, 
from the moment I had power to distin- 
guish merit; and find I must continue so 
to dd, until my last hour. But all the rest 
of OOT tribe are changed themselves; and, 
not possessing their former faculties, see me 
, with their altered optic?, supposing the me- 
tamorphosis is in me.** Arid now, Julia hav- 
ing caught his earnest attention, he, in a 
lowered voice, demanded — " What is that, 
Selina, sitting by your mother? Is it her 
guardian spirit ? — Nothing human ever wore 
a form or face so lovely P' 

" I am sure, it is nothing divine, then/^ 
replied Lady Selina, pettishly. " It is Only 
a shred of quality, which our eccentric uncle 
Ashgrove has picked up, and pinned upon 
my mother's sleeve.— An adoption of Lord 
Ashgrove's, to lessen your legacy." 
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. "Oh! how fortunate!'* he cjcdaimeA 
." My ancle has always been upbraiding St. 
Orville, and myself, for never asking him for 
any thing:— I'll begin now, by asking for 
this little shred;* 
' « And what would you do with it ? * said 

Lady Selina, disdainfully. 

« Do with it! — ^Why, place it tenderly lA 
the inmost fold of my heart, and wear it there 
for ever." 

. Lady Delamore, observing that her daugh- 
ter and nephew were talking of Julia, now 

fiaid — 

** Pardon me, Henry, for not sooner iiU' 
troducing. you to a lady, to whom, you will 
be anxious to evince every attention aaii 
respect, when you know she is the ward of 
Lord Ashgrove.— Miss De CUfford. ....:/• 
Lord De Lisle started at the name, and 
coloured highly, with evident surprise and 
pleasure. .••••• ^ Miss De Clifford, permit 
me the pleasure of introducing to* you a 
very favourite nephew of mine. Lord De 
Lisle, the elder son of Lord Ennerdale and 
my eldest sister.'* 

. Lord De Lisle approached, and psud his 
compliments , to ]ulia, with pleaang^ respect 5 

i>4 
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iOid tb«n entered mto general eonversation*. 
At length, his lordship asked Lady Selina^ 
*VWhy she seemed so thoroughly out of 

•^ You forget I am going to iorribic De* 
lamote castle^" she replied* 

*' Can a return to your father's house 
lower your spirits T' 

^*0 Heaven!" she exehonked^and with 
a thousand contortions of face and form siie 
«poke«*^^ the bare idea of it coasigi^s me to 
the hoevors. I hate the ne%lifcourhbod ;««« 
and one's own family is always an insipkl 
fcort,** 

^< Has Charles he^i y^u declare tluft $ea« 
Iteent!^' asked Lo»d De lislek 

•* Thousands c(f times*'* 

** Well; i should hope a wife who dc*» 
ehkres her andpathy tKi a £sither'iS house, and 
family society; may never fall to my }ocl'' 
his lordship replied* 

♦• Doa't; be ra«i5cnsically seDtimental!^* 
cried het ladyship. " For: my own part, i 
tw&r wilt affitni, chat it h vgbJIj a serbus 
calamity, not having even one near neigh* 
bour who ig niot, at least, a xrentary behind, 
hi gaiety and da^b,^ th^^ divine ele^anUs of 
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toiL I sIsaE absolutely die of eunui, fronv 
contrast to the delightful spring I have 
passed : and miserable i^ill even then he 
my fate; for, by dying in the odigus 
country, instead of rising from the tomb a 
glittering sylph, to hover round the dear 
votaries of f2ishionj I may be doomed, by. 
the too . cruel Ariei> to perch on Parson 
Beai^i^oat'^ wig-— ^ to guard the powder 
from too \>p&\ a gale ;' or^ more piteous 
yet, he fated to a direful statics upon, tha 
lijis . gf > his pedaiUic spouse^ to shield her 
§sw r^mamiog teeth . itaax fracture^ as the 
m^^y sqtd sonorous wor^s. bursty like txc-j 
i^^ndws thunder^ \ frooi her magazipcL of 
k^ng^g." 

Su^elf," sa44JL>a4y Belaioore, mildly-^ 
safely, yoU;fi>rget, I^y^^S^lina, that sanwt 
^l d^r nc^bours, at least| have liv«d y\ 
the circle of fashion, and breathe^ that 
tpi'tm ajr wbich» I.aipi i^fey^d toperceiy^^ 
hm todi ^^^ ^. p^^R^fiouf efSsct, as to 
poist^n; for; you^ ^e^. idea of d^mfistic co«w 
fort. — ^For instance, where can you- ipiqet au 
more n^69e4r or ol^atit w/^^an^ than Mrs.! 
CkMSta|itiar.E«pFrt|or ? .•...- 
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temptuously interruptfng her mother, " Me- 
lancholy in folio, with mourning binding P 
How could your ladyship possibly^ name 
her, without calling for your sal Tohtile ? 
One glance at that walking Lamentation, 
ever instantfy consigns me ta the power of 
the blue fiiends." 

^ Lord De Lisfe made no attempt to de- 
fend the merits of the neighbouVhood of 
Delamore castle; fully aware that no argu*- 
ment, however conclusive, couM alter the 
opinion of a woman determined not to be 
convinced; but . quietly^ contented himself 
with entering into conversation with Julia. • 

^^ As you seem to have nothing- further 
to detain you. Lady Selina, may we not 
begin our journey ? Tlie horses Rave be«i 
m harness nearly two hours :'' said Lady 
Delamore, at lengthy completely out ol 
patience. - 

^^ Do have mercy, madam ; and not in^ 
£st upon my commencing this pilgrimage^ 
tintil I can make up my mind to go/' re* 
plied Lady SeHiia. 

- " Insist!*' returned Lady Defomdre ;-— 
•* that is a measure, you well know, I never 
adopt. I only remind you of the poor 
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horses — ibe waiting attends^ts. They all 
can feel, as well as ydu, Selina. But, do 
you expect any body, or any thingi \bhich 
makes you so unusually unwilling to return 
to your indulgent father ? '' . 

^VI expect no one, madam,'' said Lady 
Selina, angrily. ^' The airangements of 
this journey, have cue off all my expecta* 
tions.— Had it been kindly delayed a little 
longer, I might have expected some one t9 
escort me down." 

, "Selina,'* replied Lady Dplamore, "you 
•very well know, I have nothing to^ say to 
the anangement of this jounfii^. You are 
fully aware, your father planned it : that it 
is his pleasure we should go with our owa 
horses, -and by easy stages; and that he 
named the hours for our setting out each 
day: and as he so kindly took the. trouble 
of himself writing out the plan of ourjouF- 
ney, you must know that k exceedingly dis- 
tresses me, to have any impediment thrown 
in the way of rigidly adberiog lo his aFw 
rangement for us/' • 

^< My father's airangemenis were, to save 
lus horses,'' said Lady Selina, insolently; 
f .and^ SQ ypu don't fag themt. oc keep buix 
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traitmg dinner^ he car^s littk bov ym trs- 
vtl, or when you arrive/* 

Lady Dehimore sighed deeply, and ft\t 
too mdch to reply: while Lord De Li»!e, 
extremely hurt at Lady Sdina's condiirct ta 
his inefitmiable attnt, stroire, with all his 
powtN*, to banter his undutifel cousin oist 
of her wayward hmnour.. . 

*^ You are v^ barbaorous. Lord De Ilcie,^ 
ttcckkiMi Lady Si^a^ ^ to twn my dis^ 
tress and vexation into jest !" 

^ T^ »e, wiiat ebe possibly I can 
PSkm thetn mto, and I will endeav^qr ta 
oblige you/' rep£ed hit lordds^« ^ But 
4san ybu derive no consolation for your ter« 
f ifeie «^i€tJo% when arrhrod at tfa^ end of 
your ireful piigmnage, and doing pantfcff 
pman^ at the sbme ^ fnis6ry<~your &- 
therms house, in the pleasure you will e&- 
periencie in Replaying all ^our tmsk airs: 
aaod graces to the eountry mi^cs-^n VaA^ 
jkfg feshitnis^-r^fiaiiig tasie--and cresting 

envy, and i«s^ ecncoaiiiant pai^, in the: 
breasts of all your female friends^' 

Lady^ Ddsmvcm now, stardi^ from a 
patfifai reveris, rang tha bcdi, and requescdl 
jtord De Lisle «o lea4 Juiia 'dow|i>«-^ 9or 
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libaii go, eren now. Lady Selina^ ever 
consulting^ her own coayenittce and ]4e»- 
^aac oaiy, :wiU follow when she thinks pro- 
per: but, eiion opon the nml, I will not 
delay for hen'* 

Lord De lisle Jed Julia to die CMdu-~ 
^' I wibh I was gooig wkk' yov i'' said im 
lordship. 

^^ Aisd why caoaoc you?** replied Lady 
fidasbore. ^ I wili wait an hour longct, 
with pleasure, for you, Henry :-— and my 
iord will readily cascose my delay, if I bring 
yon CD him ; :for you are among his few £i- 
vourfees." 

*^ AJas! I cannot aocomp a ny you. Yon 
lenow my engagraient ; and: i would not dii- 
appoiut podt SMtit Mary, even fiir (he plea- 
swe of going to Delamore castle.^ 

Lady I^eiaiiiore, and Mr^ BeivUe, Ut- 
ionmd Julia info the oatrage, which now 
moved rapidly away ; when anoiher drew 
up to die d^or; and as they turned anangle 
of the square, our heroine saw Lady Setttt 
St^ intoiit. 

«F i4Mt^/ Sdtna, >Aen, doea not make w- 
fijggi^ withus^^'daid JuKik 

«" Olu m^ W|4ied Lndky IMSainn»i, 
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Towfully: — "that would be too; great 2 
favour for a despised mother to expect* 
No ; Lady Selina has long had an establish- 
ment of her own. That is her own travel* 
ling carriage; in which she' makes all her 
journeys, aittended. By hit ikfduritt fi^iXB^ 
But her ladyship will condescend, to join ou^ 

party at every inn we stop at I. wish De 

Lisle could have accompanied us; he would 
have kept us all in good humour. But be 
is a roost unfashiqnable young man:— he 
dares to be affectionate ^d#'Aittful;.«c(^# 
now going a very long journey, to mope in 
an old moated mansion^ on a visit to a great- 
aunt, who has nothing to bequeath, but 
who has been much atta<;hed to him, an4k 
while health permitted, constantly came \jip 
from the north to see bim> whefteljftjp 
. profession (for he is; in the navy) allow^ 
his visiting England ; and now . growing ini- 
firmities confine Lady Mary to Saxby-lodge, 
De Lis le forsakes all gaiety to gp and visit 
hen" 

Our &ir travellers had not prq$;eaW 

,ipany milea on iheiv jimrney, wbea they 

observed a remarkably fine and elegaift- 

. Jook&g, figure of a young mao^ oa horse* 



'Kii»:-^ni|ffied in a great-coat, a hA «Iouch- 
ed over his face, a black patch upon 'cSk 
eye, with every appearance of being dis- 
guised to avcHd recogmtiDn<— attending their 
carriages, sometimes near to them, some- 
times at a distance, hut constandy keeping 
them lii view* At first, they imagined him 
to be a highwayman ; but iSnding themselref 
unmolested by him^ even in the ittoitlOEids^ 
parts of the road, they abandoned that sajH 
jposition, and began to worry themselves 
with • vain conjectures of who, or what, ht 
could be. Ndtfaer Lady Dtlamore nor Ju* 
lia cduld form one satisfactory idea of hjqic 
but Lady Selina, more ibrtunatke; ' aobn solved 
fhe ifiystery, entirely to her own wishes; 
by ingeniously discovering, that it could 
only be some love-stricken swain, whom 
she herself had captivated, and who had 
assumed that disguise merely for the happi- 
ness of following the carriage which i^oft- 
tained her peerless self; and whilst bis^ stUt 
continuing to attend them, each day^i, alarm- 
ed and puzzled the rest o£ the pifect^^y the 
fsur Selina's spirits were effefciu^ly rescued, 
by this flattering incident, from the influence 
of the blue Eend$» 



64 

The 8U^ uxiwiUliigii«8g to return to Iior^ 
rible Delamore csutk, Lady Seli^ had 
evi&ced in town, seeined to actvMr h^r 
upon the jouraey^ leadiag h^v to: throw 
every inopedlmesit 9^ coukl p09«ible dfvjse 
ia the way of ant eacf ednkm^ progress ; sp 
dial: they.k^t not. to any of tbe h^rs Rp. 
pmnied by Lord. I>elarm>re &r: ststrtimg 09 
veadDg^ iMurkdd ^ut ta hia airaqgenieat f<v 
tbcir |0«ntty>->^2fieiP«ig ^^ ^^M ois'^^ ^ 
Basmgaftoke, inmad of AAdover ; the seciD^d 
at Blandford) jniteadof ]>orcheMcr : — whicb^ 
with Lady; Seiko's riskig, the third mornT 
iiig^ a.&iU hour and a half later. tb%fi hM 
nwtfier had determiiied to aet out^ eakiied 
theh* airiml at, Debraere cMtle (0 he fcntt 
hours after they had * bcca. eacpecio4i 
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CHAPTER !▼. 

At Bndport, thej wen faaakai by tfaor 
mysteriow escort) and from wjiidi place, 
prooeeditig a fe>;(^ miles aloBg the coast, to 
the wcsrimrd, tiicy at teagth tuned out of 
the piiblk road, tbfoogha moai bea«(iftil 
€hitlilc gatoMiy^ and enteved an esEteuiwe 
aad most roamodcMlfy pict0fC8|oe paikL 
Along a lane, bow formed of the teoaady, 
vxith SMU, DMnnen^ and dnldren, fed, clothed^ 
and 4XinifiMted, by^ Lady Delamore^ thej 
proceeded, laMlft ahoiits cf j<iy, that hailei 
the return oF thor adored lady and bca^ 
£ictress, restored to health and them, rent 
the air ; and in a very short period, Juiia 
found herself at the grand portal of a magni- 
ficent Gothic castle. 

*^ Weicome, thrioe welcome^ to Dehmoise 
casde!'^' said the fiiscinating mistreas of it, 
kissing Julia's glowing cheek, as the coach 
slopped,—" Aad wekome, thrice wdcome, 
is my respected lady!** said the tears which 
glistened in ^ hoary4i«aded porter's eyea. 
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a$ he held the gate open to let her enter, wha 
kindly smiled upon him. 

" Welcome, most welcome, to the hearts 
and eyes of your faithful servants !'* ex- 
claimed the venerable steward, and echoed 
by the old butler, as they respectfully held 
their arms, to support their lady in her 
descent from the carriage* •* And welcome, 
mo^t welcome, is my mother to her adoring 
child !" most forcibly spoke the ardent em- 
brace of the lovely Lady Theodosia Souther^ 
land, the moment she could snatch her be^ 
loved parent out of the carris^e.— ^ 
^< Oh! I thought you never meant to 
return!" exclaimed Lady Theodosia, the 
inoment L^dy Delamore entered the halL 
^gain they fondly embracedb ^^ I have 
been expecting you these four hours; and 
feared some accident had befallen you. Oh ( 
hoyr glad I am to see you V Another af- 
fectionate embrace followed ; andthen^ with 
a countedance illumined by Sweetness and 
pleasure. Lady Theodbsia^advanced to Julia,' 
saying— 

** This is the sister my dear uncle has 
sent to me.*-« Welcome, most welcorhe !'' and 
,she pressed our heroine with kindness to 
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her bosom. JuKa returned her embrace, 
with spontaneous affection; for in I^dy 
Theodosia she still beheld that resemblance 
to Lady Stotamond^ which so forcibly 
struck her^ and deeply interested her, in 
Lady Delamore and Fitzroy. Lady Theo- 
dosia now ran to Mrs. Beville, and kissed 
her, with cordial kindness; and at th^ 
moment Lady Selina stepped out of her 
chaise, and entered the hall. Lady Theo- 
dosia instantly made a formal courtesy ; and 
coldly *^ hoped her ladyship was wcU?** 
£ut^ even chilhng as this reception of a 
sister was, it was surpassed in frigidity by 

« 

Lady Selina's return to it* 

Lady Delamore now eagerly demanding^ 
« Where was her lord ?'* Holt, Lord Dela- 
more 's principal attendant (who bad been 
standing at a respectful distance, viewing 
with a joyful countenance his returned 
lady), now advanced, and, while his cheeks 
glowed, and his bosom heaved a sigh of 
concern, at the message he was about to 
deliver, profoundly bowing, said : 
^ *^ Madam, my lord has ordered me to 
say, « he shall have the honour of meeting. 



your ladyship in -the 'drawmg-rpom, when 
the family assembU before dinner/ '' 

Lady Delamore turned pale as death; a 
deep si^h came from her heart, and tear« 
trembled in her eyes. 

*' My beloved mother 1' said Lady Tbeo-* 
dosia, eigerly, "my father ii^ only lil^e a, 
frowaiul child — angr/ at disappointment » 
he rode to Bridport to mett you, and re^ 
turjie^ an hour ^go, quite---. — '* 

" To m^ mq !" 'e;^c)aimed La4y . Dela>- 
mor^ surprise, aiid joy maptling hev > cbfsrka 
with the br%htest tint pf veraiiUipa;''*^" Ohrf 
was it, in4^d, t^ni^etm^r' 

" iodeed it was; and. hd planned your 
saaU^creep journey (kaowii^ Seliiia's passioa 
for rapid traveUii^), . test, if you came with> 
post«horse$, yoiu mighi: be itidaced to gra^. 
ttfy her, and too mach fat^ue yourself.*' 
. l^ady Delamore. novi^ hid her agitated 
Gpuoltnance uppn the shoulder of this de- 
servedly beloved . daughter, wbll$ she softly* 
af ticttlatfid— " Alas ! Theodo^^t, atid I must 

• 

not dare to obey the ioipul^e of my h^rt^ 
by going to thank hittx for his kindin^s^ to 
me; 
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I, at least/^ said Lady Sdina^ impa- 
tiently, *« / may go to my fisher P' 

** No, madam, "Hok replied, with an cr- 
pression of secret joy lurking in each corner 
of his eyes ; " my lord ordered me, particu- 
larly, to in^m your ladyship, * he would 
not be disturbed/ " 

Lady Selina, highly disconcerted, now 
hurried off to her own apartments; whfle 
Ladies Delamore and Theodosia led our he- 
roine to a * drawing-room, where some re- 
freshments were brought to them, and where 
they continued until the approachmg hour 
of dinner reminded them to retire to dress; 
when Lady Theodosia said, ** ^e would be 
seneschal of the castle, and Usher Miss De 
Clifford to her apartttiexits. — 

**I have selected and arranged them for 
you," she said. *' And hearing you had 
long lived in Italy, jealous for this little 
island's pretensions, I have sought a prospect 
for you (though not so sublime as you have 
been accustomed to view), I think, must be 
sufficiently pieturesque to please you.' 

Our heroine made her acknowledgments 
for the taste Lady Theodosia had displayed, 
smd the trouble she had taken in the ar- 
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rangements of her apartments, with~ a grace 
and sweetness peculiar to herself; and her 
ladyship, after introducing Mrs. Lucy, a 
neat, pretty-looking young woman (niece to 
the housekeeper), as Julia's future attendant, 
retired to prepare herself for dinner. 

Julia's toilet had been some time com* 
pkted, when Lady Theodosia appeared, 
and conducted her to a magnificent draw- 
ing-room, where Ladies Delamore smd Se- 
lina were already seated ; the former, in 
conversation with the domestic chaplain, 
the very amiable and learned Mr. Temple, 
to whom our heroine was introduced : and 
shortly after. Lord Delamore entered. 

His lordship had, about a month prior to 
this period, completed his forty-sixt.h year. 
He was of a commanding height ; and his 
form was, in symmetry and grace, per- 
fection. His face was uncommonly hand- 
some : but fine features alone cannot consti. 
tute beauty of a pleasing cast;— for all 
though his lordship's eyes were large, dark 
deeply fringed, brilliant, and piercing; hi^ 
nose and forehead finely turned, with the 
contour of sense and beauty; his brows 
perfectly arched ; and a mouth and teeth 
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adopted for Adonis > yet he did not please 
the eye, ^on the moment of beholding him. 
His complexion was almost a sickly sallow ; 
and the expression of his countenance was 
of a melancholy, repellent cast; — it betrayed 
no stamp of benevolence, it bespoke nothing 
of the soddl virtues. * 

Lord Delamore advanced into the roool 
with slow and sullen dignity, taking ob- 
servation of those who were in it through 
his long eye-lashes. Lady Delamore hastily 
arose, and was rapidly proceeding towards 
him, with an extended hand, when Lady 
Selina, swiftly rushing by her mother, rudely 
preceded her, and would have thrown her- 
self into his lordship's arms, had they open- 
ed to receive her; but they continued, as 
on his entrance, folded tightly across his 
bosom: Mith a half-glance of disdain, he; 
turned haughtily from her ; and vouchsafed 
to take the hand of his lovely wife, which 
he slightly pressed to his lips; and then, 
with a formal bow, and frigid air, said *^ he 
was happy to see her ladyship so well reco- 
vered ; and hoped she was not much fatigued 
by the hurry bhe evinced in her journey. 
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^ich \ras to bring her to 5ce him, whom she 
had ^o lately nearly lost*'. ♦ 

The quick sttid ardent feelmgs of Lady 
Dclamore, deeply wounded by this repulsive 
feception, and a reproach which LadySc* 
lina oqly merited, left her no power to re- 
ply} and, with a look of pained sensibility 
and mortified aflPection, she returned to her 
seat, tears tremWiag in her bcaufiful eyes, 
and with a bosom agitated by.thc repressed 
sighs of afifietion. 

. *^ Lady.Delaraore,** his fordsfiip now said, 
petulantly, *' is Miss De CKffol-d to remain 
standing all day?— Oris it your ladyship's 
intention, that so young a lady is to display 
her address in introducing herself? — Or am 
I to have the John Blunt satisfaction, of 
announcing myself, and scraping acquaint- 
ance with the ward of Lord Ashgrove ?*' 

** My lord, I beg ten thousand pardons of 
you — and Miss De Clifford," replied Lady 
Delamere, in a tremulous voice of suppres:^- 
ed feeKng. — " But such a reception from 
you, after our mutual danger, so plainly 
evinced my having been so tmfortnnatc as to 
offend you, that " 
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*^ O&nd!" repeated Lord Ddamore^ em- 
l^hadoally^ vi a low and hurried iXMier~^' 0£» 
fead!'* Tb« raising ha Toice to ki former 
pitch—" Lady Delamore/' he said, ** Misf 
De Ciiffbrd's reception from me, ts the pre* 
salt qwsticto/' 

The introdttctioa of Julia (who trembled 
in fear of his lordship, while her heart sjrm^ 
pathised in the distress of Lady Delamore) 
now took pl%ce ; aad his lordship told htt^ 
*^ the ward, ai^ adopted child, of Lord 
Ashgrove, was weloome to Ddamore castle>'^ 
in a tone that seemod Impressed with th6 
iafiuence of ^Incearicy; and Julia dtought^ 
at leasts inhospitality was not among the 
lauUs of thjs frigid^ h^urtless man. 

^^ But^ my dearest paranc I" ait length ex^ 
clsdmed Lady Selina, whimpering, ^^ wiil 
you,, th^, not speak to me f— not tell me 
how you are, after your terrili^e indi^ositioa 
•^yoor h^airt-rending danger? It is an age, 
a dreary age, since last we met} and yet, 
you will not smile upon me! Oh ! I thought 
I should never, never be permitted more to 
aee • y<Hif or Delamore castle ! — So many, 
such unnecessary, dekys, were to me very 
di^tr^^ng." 

VOL, n. 3S 
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Our heroine shuddered at such duplicity ; 
and coloured with surprise and indignation \ 
but Lady Deiamore only looked more af« 
flicted. 

•* if you wished) so very much, to see 
me," said his lordship, " why did you not 
come to me, Lady Selina, in the moment 
of my danger?" 

' **I~I— was very ill, myself, my lord,*' 
replied Lady Selina, visibly disconcerted. 

^* Theodosia left a sick bed, to come to 
me," said Lord Deiamore. 

^^ But she was convalescent, and rny ill- 
ness commencing : — and beside, I knew, 
my dear father, by her having a stronger 
constitution, better nerves, and not so very 
easily alarmed about you, that she would 
prove a better nurse than 1 could.** 

*• Then very bad, was the better nurse,** 
said his lordship, petulantly. 

'^ I always have found Theodosia a most 
kind, tender, and attentive nurse, ' said Lady 
Deiamore, timidly, a tear of affection and gra- 
titude glistening in her eyes. 

^^ I'hat, madam, has been because sheisat« 

tached to you ; while: I ' 

Whilst you are the most ungrateful of 
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mankind !** exclaimed Lady Tbeodosh, at- 
tempting gaiety, to steal from her mother's 
evident distress. **Now, Mr* Temple, joift 
with me in rating him ; and give lum a lecture 

upon ingratitude You do know. Lord 

Delamore — you do know it very well— how, 
when pain and suffering almost subdued you 
—now, you shan't deny it — you could not 
bear me one moment from your sight/' 

*' That you gave me no opportunity of 
trying. Lady Theodosia ; for you never left me 
night or day : and if . . . . ." 

" Ob /"interrupted Lady Theodosia, *'that 
was because you. were so fond of me, and 
called me such pet names, I stsud for the no* 
velty sake. .... And, my dear mother ! what 
do you think compliment he paid me ?. • . • 

I will" tell of you, my lord He said, 

* 1 looked like you,' my mother. — ^Have you- 
not perceived how my vam'ty has grown ? . . . . 
Indeed, my lord, if you forget all this, 1 do 
not ; for i: made me feel your pain ten thou- 
sand times the more. And then, when you 
'got a little better, we were so comfortable 
and happy, that I must ever grieve to think 
you became quite well ; for by your recovery 
I lost — my father,*' 
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♦« Pshaw !•' said his lordship, testily : 
then, addressing Lady Selina, demanded — 
** Why, if you were so very anxiotr^ to see 
me, did you not arrive at the time 1 appoint- 
ed, which was full four hours earlier than you 
came ?'' 

** I don*t know, my lord," she replied, tm- 
blushingly. ** I could not inspire x)theTs with 
my impatience. — Lady Delamore does not 
like to set out too early of a morning." ^ 

** Then she is greatly altered," said Lady 
Theodosia, with quickness ; *' For 1 have aU 
ways found her much sooner ready in a morn- 
ing than either of her daughters, on all our 
journeys, as well as at home ;— and that my 
father knows as well as I do." 

" Upon this vidggWy* said Julia, ** I do 
know (fof nfiy wish-to-sle^'s sorrow), Lady 
Delamore was, of all, the disturber. She 
opened for me, my eyes, the two mornings, 
that we might get on, very fast, to see Lord 
Delamore, and Lady ITieodosia: — and to- 
day, Mrs. Seville, had great many times, to 
go to make tap, at your door, lady Selina ; 
but you were so fond, to steep, we couM 
not, at all, awtfk^ you, until hour, very late $ 
and I Ho know, you made for me, hunger 
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« 

extremely much, waitiag, for my break- 
fast/' 

Lord Delamore now raised his eyes, aad 
fixed them<» in earnest scrutiny, upon our 
heroine ; who Uusked at having awakened, 
such serious ob&ervation& :^ but» in the tran** 
slent glance her retiring feelings had aUowed 
her to obtain of his lordship's eye», she had 
caught sufEcient of their expression to think, 
the glorious son had, in his geiiial maridiaA 
splendour, burst from behind a black and 
heavy cloud« 

Lady Sefina had na opportunity of 
making any reply to Julia, as dinner wa& 
at this moment announced; when, to our 
heroine's great surprise,, L(H*d Delamore 
took her hand, with infinite complacency,^ 
and led her to the dining hall, which still 
retained the ap^arance it had worn m 
feudal times. Dinner, and all its appoint- 
ments, wore in the most splendid style of 
magnificence; but went oflf heavily, as 
vught me expected, where Lord Delamore 
and l^y Selioa Southerlaind formed two 
of the party. 

But, notwith^taning the repellent glgom 

(rf Lord Delamore's brow, he appeared to 

e3 
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8ome advantage at table, being uncommonly 
hospitable, and attentive to every one around, 
even to his wife and daughters ; and when, 
after the departure of the domestics, general 
conversation commenced, Lord Deiamore, 
from some questions he put to Julia, learn- 
ing the extent of her travels, and where 
she had been during the campaigns of Bona- 
parte in Italy, his lordship, and Mr. Tem- 
ple, drew her into the relation of many 
curious, and many affecting, incidents and 
anecdotes which had occurred in the court 
of Naples, and in many parts of Italy, during 
the progress of the French army through that 
country. 

Although Julia de Clifford's mental ac- 
quirements had been little attended to (or 
rather neglected totally) by Mrs, St. Clair, 
Nature had given her a sound understand- 
ing, a strong thirst for knowledge, great 
powers for reasoning, an acute observation, 
and a retentive memory. To think, had 
been the chief employment of her life ; and 
to find proper food for her thoughts, had 
been her earnest study : whenever, there- 
fore, she had the means of learning any 
thing of use, she devoted herself to the ao 
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quirement of it. Her observation was ever 
greedily upon the watch for mformation ; 
and whenever she was permitted to hear the 
conversation of those well versed in know* 
ledge, her ears were attentive to every thing 
they uttered ; and afterwards, she deeply 
reflected upon all she had heard, and dili* 
gently culled the essence of it, to add to 
her mind's treasure. The improvement she 
had derived from Mrs* Waldegrave's in. 
structions, cleared the way for her to much 
intellectual cultivation: and the knowledge 
obtained from*her precious bequest of books, 
had been considerable; but when deprived 
of them, by the malice of Mrs. St. Clair, 
seeing, and sensibly feeling, that no source 
of mental acquirement was ever to be hers 
except what chance afforded her, ^he seized 
with avidity every opportunity which un^ 
folded to her those advantages she panted 
to obtain : and thus, from the indefatigsyble 
activity of her own mind, that never let her 
slumber in the pursuit of knowledge, . she 
perhaps attained more than conftant oppor- 
tunity (which too often leads to indolence 
and inattention, in applying to that inform^, 
atioa we believe is to be for ever within our 

£ 4 



. 80 

power to obtam) might have yielded to her 
lete strenuous exertions; so that, although 
k>i>g an insulated being, moped up for so 
gTreat a part of her life in solitary doistersj^ 
amongst the illiterate conventuals, she pos- 
sessed great powers for conversation : and 
now, htr anecdotes — ^all so judiciously select- 
fed, so full of interest, and displaying 'the na- 
Wre and essence of the conquerors, the cha*. 
ractcr of the subdued and pillaged — she told 
ttritfa such imassuming grace, and vrith such 
animated force^ and unwearying precision^ 
that her auditors (Lady Selina, alone, except* 
cd) were so interested and, charmed, they/cit 
BO inclination to move from table ; and not 
until an unusually protracted period,^ did Lady 
3t>eIamore attempt to retire. 

^ I am sorry you think it time to go, Emily,** 
S2ud Lord Delamore; " I have not had so 
pleasant a repast, for many months.'^ 

♦•Shall we, then, stay longer^ my lord?'* 
replied Lady Delamore, smiling sweetly, in 
secret joy that her husband could be happy 
where she formed one of the circle. 
* . " No,*' said his lordship ; " since parting 
must come, even then : and any thin^ ap- 
proachmg to happiness, is so new a thing 
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to me^ that I will not too much indufge in it, 
lest it should be snatched from me, in punish* 
meat for my intemperate use of it. — ^And this 
party, I trust, vdU ofiea meet around my 
tabled' 

Lady Dchmore now, sighing heavily, and 
with SL sstddeiwd oountenaoce, proceftied> with 
hei daughters aod our heroic, t^ che 'diav-^ 
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CHAPTER V, 

Shortlt after tea. Lord Delamore and Mn 
Temple commeaced a serious engagement 
at backgammon. Lady Delamore retired^ 
to weep again for those domestic misfor- 
tunes, she now believed irremediable ; and 
Lady Theodosia requested Julia to accom- 
pany her on a walk. Our heroine com- 
plied : and after they had rambled for some 
time about the beautiful and romantic 
grounds, and Ladf Theodosia had pointed 
out different objects worthy of admiration^ 
she took Julia's arm, lowered the tone of 
her voice, and, with a serious air, addressed 
her. — 

** From what you must have observed to- 
day. Miss de Clifford, you doubtlessly be- 
lieve you have entered a most disunited 
family :— and your belief is just; for, alas ! I 
think there can be few more unhappy 
families in existence ! ' 

Julia was shocked; and said, with in- 
effable feeling, *^she was grieved to hear it*" 



"—And, as jou seem to poisess real 

feeling, you w ill be more so to see it : and 
much I fear, you will often repent becom- 
ing an inmate of yonder m gnificent castle, 
where the genius of Discord reigns — ^in the 
person of my sister. From all strangers 
(/ mean daily, or accidental, visitors , it it 
my excellent mother's wish to conceal our 
sorrows : but as you are come to form one 
of our family, concealment from you would 
be a vain attempt; and therefore, that yoa 
may comprehend every thing you htar, and 
may know my inestimable mother is . blame* 
UsSy I will give you a brief history of our 
house ; in doing which, perhaps you may 
ac({uire some u eful information, for^ in 
Allowing us all, you may learn to regulate 
your conduct, to avoid creating enemies for 
yourself. — 

" My father, by unfortunately losing 
both hfe parents at a very early age, had 
no one left to him, to whose authority he 
would bend, or submit to consider as his 
adviser or his guide. The consequence was 
inevitable : — the impetuosity of ungovenw 
able passions led them to become his mas- 
ters ; and uncoxxtroUed they have, alas I g.a« 
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verncd him, in many points, even to this 
hour. He became, before his minority ex- 
pired, a complete man of the town ; and 
had plunged with avidity into all of liber- 
tinism, sancuoned by fashionable dissipa- 
tion. 

*^ Unhappily for his wife, and offspring, 
he found, among the abandoned of our sex, 
z Mrs. Monk j — a woman who so entirely 
fascinated him, that serious apprehensions 
were entertsuned by his family that he 
would be so disgracefully . ^fatuated as ta 
marry her. My father was, and is, a most 
enthusiastic admirer of femaJe beauty. His 
uncles and sister dared not to advise him; 
but, availing themselves of this admiration, 
contrived to let him see my mother. Lady 
Emily Stanmore, then not fifteen^ who was 
still secludedji by a rigid father, with her 
governess, to complete the plan of educar 
tion he had formed for her, aiid her two 
sisters before her. Ladies Ennerdale and 
Horatio Fitzroy. The pudding beauty of 
Xady Emily, you can readily believe, was 
^ranscendant : ipy father, in one mtervtew, 
felt its magic; and, as his family hoped, 
i€\ distractedly in love, and instantly re« 



solved this new fascinator should be his 
wife. Luckily for this determinatibny mj 
grandfather Ashgrove approved the match for 
his mere child, who was told she must marry 
this very young, and very handsome, lord ; 
and, ere she knew she had a heart, her hand 
was ^ven to a man not capable of Ipngappre^ 
ciating her matchless merit. 

** My mother's mind was too sublimated 
for my father's. Her exalted virtues were 
not (I suppose) to his tafte: again he 
sought out a bdng congenial to him; and 
Mrs. Monk was reinstated in his favour. 
As time stole on, he became disgusted with 
the metropolis ; and for these last six years 
(except when parliamentary bu^ess calls 
him to town, and a Ibve of mixing in so- 
ciety, solely composed of nobility, detains 
him a short time there) Dslamore castle has 
been his constant residence } and during ^ 
this period, yon white house, peeping front 
amid that lofty wood, has beeti die habitation 
of Mrs. Monk. 

*' My mother married, at the comma^nd * 
of an arbitrary father, without affection, 
and without dislike. Her heart. Lord Dcla- 
more niight have easily wonj for in her 
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bosom I have 'often perceived are the seeds 
of dormant affection^ which a little kind- 
ness would awaken, and teach to glow: al- 
though the neglect she at first, and the 
often harsh' and contemptuous treatment 
she has since, experienced, might not only 
h ve indelibly fixed her indifference, but 
awakened resentment and hatred ; — but these 
are inmates not to be found in the bosom 
of my mother, who has ever been the meek, 
submissive uncomplaining, suffering, model 

of excellence, as a wife Why nots^y 

truth, at once ? — In every w :y, she is perfec* 

tion 

•' it was the intere^ of Mrs. Monk, to- 
tally to destroy my father's affection for my 
mother : but in this attempt she could not 
effectually succeed; for, even when he 
treated her most unkindly, his eulogiums 
upon her beauty, her understanding, and 
sweetness of disposition, to every one he 
mentioned his wife to, still sounded like 
the language of ardent love ; and when he 
openly forsook her, and went with the vile 
Monk to make the tour of Italv^ he took 
French leave of his mis cress at Rome, and 
almost flew back to England, upoa reading 
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in a newspaper of my mother^s being indh« 
posed. But as Monk failed in^ entirely 
banishing his wife from my £aither s heart, 
she resolved, in vengeance, to make her 
v7Tetched*-rIn this, alas I she has too fatally 
succeeded i 

"At first, the specious fiend began her 
project by introducing jealousy iiiti) my 
father's tO) susceptible bosom; — working 
upon him, by conftantly cicing the indif- 
ference of Lady Delamore» contrasted with 
her own fervent attachment; and at Ieng(h 
assuring him some other happy man had 
overcome her ladyship's * apathy, and that 
he had a rival. Roused -almost to irensy 
by this insinuation, my credulous father be- 
came an attentive observer ; and then mad- 
ly subscribed to the malicious aspersions of 
his designing favourite. My angelic mo- 
ther had now to bear all the rancour of her 
infatuated husbands jealousy* For years, 
her every look and action were wacched by 
the distempered eye of Suspicion^ and the 
prejudiced one of Malice : b<;it £o upright, 
so pure, was my mother's conduct, that not 
a being could be discovered on whom the 
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fK^ssibiiity of eren a suspicion could glanc^ 
as favoured by her» 

^^ From th€ momefit Selina and St. OrviUe 
were capable of any kii^d of discriminatiQiiy 
my infatuated father (under pretence of 
fondness leading him to mdulge in the coou- 
pany ef his children) took diem constantly 
to visit Mrs. Monls:, who then resided ia 
Oreen*6treet, when thb insidious womaa 
exerted all her powers to win thar young, 
affections, by every ^ecks of indulgi^ce. 
%ith Selina, she readily and completely 
succeeded ; hut with my noble brother, only 
until about the period be attained his seventh 
year, when some visitor at Delamore-house 
(who knew my father's reprehensible con- 
duct, in taking his children, imknown to 
my mother, ta Vi»t tlus in&mous woman) 
told St. Orville, ^ not to accompany his far 
ther to Mrs. Monk, who was a very bad 
woman ; who told fibs of his amiable mo- 
ther, aikd made her very unhappy/ From: 
this moment, it was only by force St. Or-^ 
yn\\6 could be dragged into the house of 
Mrs. Monk; but neither offers of reward^, 
nor actual punishment, could induce him uy 
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recehre any kindness from thi$ now, by 
him, abhorred woman. All her presents he 
^uTOcd with indignation ; bearing, with 
tmshrinking firmness, even ^e severe ehas* 
tisement of bis exasperated lathar: with 
the same inflexible resolution, he conceal^ 
the name of his inforsier; and rereakd 
Hot^ even in the sad moments his feefing 
heart was agomsed in anguish at his father'^ 
unldndness, a particle of ali the misery he 
so beroically suffered to his adored mother, 
test k should grieve her ; but in her presence 
ever gaily smilmg, whilst his bosom waa 
torn by secret sorrow. 

^* At length, my dear brother was sent to 
'Eaton, where my mother's nephew. Lord 
De Lisie, had been for ^dme months before 
hiHi^ from whom St. Orville learned Mrs* 
Monk was the mistress of his fether. Hor- 
ror was now added to my brother s griefs ; 
^d when, upon the first vacation, he re- 
turned home,' and my father desired him to 
attend him to Grcen-strect, St. Orville, in 
fczrSf informed Lord Dclamore, *tnat not 
even his lordship's ipomxnaUjds should, with- 
out force, l^ad him to disgrace hlmseif, by 
'entering the house of his father's miifress— 
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the destroyer of. his virtuous, inestimabler 
lovely mother's happiness/ 

** My fether made no reply j and Monk, 
Irritated at the noble boy*s invincible recti- 
tude, na doubt fed and augmented everj 
particle of resentment my father's breast 
cherished. During that vacation, Alfred 
was asked no more to visit Mrs, Monk: he 
returned to Eaton, and after being some 
weeks there, and without any previous no» 
tice, his allowance was suddenly reduced 
to one half of what he had been accustom* 
ed to receive. Poor Alfred was horror- 

• 

struck; Ibr, not aware of this reduction^ 
he unavoidably found himself in debt, and 
unable to give where charity or generosity, 
had claims upon him. His honour, his in- 
tegrity, his benevolence, all were deeply 
wounded. He would not request a supply 
from my mother (who has always had un- 
limited credit upon pxy father's banker), or 
^jxy of his friends, lest it should lead to th^ 
discovery of his father*s unkindness ; but, 
determined to pay his debts, he formed the 
heroic resolution (for surely, in a boy of 
ten years old, it was heroism), of debarring 
himself of every luxury, every recreaiioiu 
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t^hich boys at school delight in; and re- 
frained from visiting the fruit, cake, or toy 
shop, for the honourable purpose of paying 
his debts, and the humane one of continue 
ing a pension to a poor old blind woman he 
had met with at Windsor : while, as he no 
longer indulged himself in those juvenile 
gratifications^ his pride would not suffer 
him to partake of them, when offered by 
others. This change in St. Orvillc was ob- 
served by his companions, who soon su* 
spected he was stinted in money ; for having 
witnessed and partaken of his generosity 
(his charities were, even then, when pos* 
sible, under the veil of concealment*, no 
one supposed the change originated ia 
choice*, and being universally beloved, bis 
school fellows were anxious to share their 
stores with him: — but Alfred, when he acts 
from principle, is adamant in Hrmness. De 
Lisle, about one year older than my brother* 
and bound to him by the most ardent ties 
of friendship, and a strong similitude of 
disposition, watched attentively on pay- 
days, and soon discovered poor Alfred*s 
scanty means ; and; never having much 
himself to offer, and his little offers being 
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ftlwaf/9 r^ected, wrote <^ to my uncle Ash* 
grove> then ia America, to tell hjm * Lord 
D^lamore alk)<wed bis dear cousin, St. Or* 
vUie, no more thaa a tinker would toil hard 
to give lus son ; and that be was sure, from 
iU he bad deserved, th^tf poor Alfred w^ 
as unhappy at home as his dear aunt/ 

^^ Long before this letter reached Lord 
Ashgrote, St. Orville's vacation . sent bim 
lionMt. Sy his noble f<M-bearanct, he bad 
discharged all bis debts ; and bad evea ex« 
ercified his benevolence too. My father^ 
€€AJeeti»ring that the sudden stquestratioa 
of St. Orville's allowance must have involved 
ima in difficulties^ now craftily c^red him 
a large sum of money, and to restore bia 
allowance to its primitive state, if he would 
visit Mrs. Moxd^, who was ready to forgive 
all his past unkindness: but St. Orville 
steadily refused the golden bait.--^ * 

^ * Whit i'* exclaimed his father, ' can a 
'boy ;of honour, thro^jgh a capriciaus whim^ 
aubmit fo the disgrace of ccmtmuing in 
^sbt, and defraudii^ the industrious of their 
du*?" 

*^ * I ^m not in debt, my lord,' St. Orville 
f^piied^ ^although I was so, wb^ it waa 



t>ar lordship's pleasure to dtminrsh your 
bounty to me.' 

^^ My £3ither furiously demanded ^ Who 
had assisted IdmV St. OtviUq answered^ 
Gvm principles ;* and tbsn vecouBted 
all those principles had led him to pct se fcr e 
in. Lord Ddamore^ without a comment^ 
hastily quitted the room: the subject of 
Mrs. Monk was never mentioned to him 
more ; his alloT^a&ce vas iimnediately re- 
stored to ks ori^al state; the arrear paid 
off ; and from his mother's subsequent bhilu 
day it was doubled : but from that period^ 
'Mrs. Monk has ever continued his bitter 
foe ; poisoning my &tber^s mind against 
him, and weakening the affections of Lord 
Delamore for a son whose excellence ought 
to be the piide^ the sunshine, of a Other's 
heart. 

f * As soon after the receipt pf De lisle'a 
letter as it was possible to effect it. Lord 
Asfagrove returned home, tp set what he 
could do to meliorate the situation of his 
beloved sister, a»d favourj^e nephew. For 
my mother, he could do nothing i but St^ 
Orville <it being tfeen a long vacation), as 
De Lisle was going with him as a midship* 
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man, he took on a cruise too. From that 
period, Alfred has passed a great deal of 
time with my uncle at sea ; and, from those 
visits, he imbibed such a passion for the 
navy, that he entreated Lord Delamore's; 
permission to enter inta it : but my father, 
influenced by Mrs. Monk, peremptorily re- 
fused his supplication ; and poor St. Orville, 
since his afflicting disagreement, and dis- 
grace, with his father, has remained at sea 
with Lord Ashgrove, sharing every danger 
annexed to the profession, without the full 
glory of it. 

*' The sad rupture I allude to, arose solely 
from my beloved brother's strong afFeciion 
for. my mother. . . . You must know. Miss De 
Clifford, the Delamore title ranks high in 
^he British peerage, but the estates were 
small; and when _ my father married, the^ 
jointure of my mother was settled accord- 
ing to her moderate fortune, and Lord De- 
lamore s own : but since that period, wealth 
almost unbounded has flowed in upon my 
father ; — *his two maternal uncles both died 
bachelors, and left immense wealth to my 
father. St. Orville, shocked at the poor 
pittance my mother had to look to, should 
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she survive my father, and recoiling from 
the idea of her being left in any way to the 
mercy of his father's heirs ; and, above all, 
dreading malicious influence ; the moment 
he became of age, urged my father to aug-^ 
ment her jointure, offering to join in any 
settlement for her upon the Delamore 
estates — the only property secured to St. 
Orville. Tl^is dutiful conduct to my mo- 
ther, incurred my father *s implacable resent- 
ment : he furiously refused to add a shilling 
to her dower; and vehemently accused poor 
Alfrecl of wishing for his death, which bU 
thinking of it plainly indicated : and at 
length concluded with the terrible com- 
mand, for St. Orville to quit his father's 
presence for ever. Dreadful was this grief 
to my mother ; and unquestionably brought 
en that severe illness, in which we had so 
nearly lost her. 

^' Jealousy had added its baneful influ- 
ence to my father's long- fostered, and art- 
fully-fed, resentment to St. Orville; and 
here combined in drawing forth this terrible 
mandate. Alfred, about two years since, 
had a severe illness, in consequence of rescu- 
ing two fishermen and "a boy from a watry 
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grave : his life, for severiJ days, was de^ 
spaired of; and nothln|r could equal the a& 
fliction of every one in and around the cas-^ 
tie. All the domestics^ all the tenantry, 
and all the neighbouring poor^ adore St.. 
Orville. The higher orders estimate binv 
in an eniinent degree ; and all were in seri* 
ous grief at the idea of losing him^ cut oif, 
by his humanity and courage almost ua-r 
paralleled, in the flower of his youth* 

^^ In the cststle, all was sorrow and despair; 
around it, nien, wemeo, . and children^ 
thronged^ in anxiou$, weeping groups, to 
learn intelligence of him they lov«d. Whea 
the castle gates were closed^ at night> the: 
multitude was there; and when opened ix^ 
the Riorning, there were they found* The 
lowest peasant had Ho heart to work ; chil* 
dred forsook their sports ; and all was .uni- 
versal lamentation. — St. Orville recovered; 
and joy was, like grief, ungovemed* In 
every way it was demonstrated ; and evea 
labourers subscribed a day's hard earnings, 
to make bonfires, and spend it, ia rejoicing 
for .^t. Orville's convalescence. 

*' Very shortly after^ my father had ^a 
severe illness j his life^ too, was despaired 
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of. The neighbouring rich and poor bore 
this with perfect resignation ; and his sub^ 
sequent recovery, with profound philosophic 
cahnness. This deeply mortified my father, 
and no doubt irritated him more against 
poor Alfred, upon whom misdem^eanouts 
now were : heaped ; for immediately after his 
ilhiess, his malicious foes pretended to dis- 
cover in him a predilection for an amiable 
object of my dear mother^s care: and bounty. : 
*' About twenty years ago, a child waa 
brought, by a poor woman, to mamma, as 
an object /or. her, chantabfe institution — aa 
orphan asylum. My mother, struck' by the 
beauty of the child, and a resembhmce she 
instantly traced to my father, promptly re- 
solved to protect the child. Knowing Lord 
Delamore's inconstancies, she reasonably 
conjectured this to be his offsprings and 
questioned the woman Relative to the little 
girl's parents. The soman's confusion, con- 
tradictory answers, and the terror she 
evinced, all combined to change my mo«' 
ther's suspicions into conviction* She took 
the little ' Mary to her arms> and to her 
h^rt ; attended most particularly, herself,' 
to her care and education y and soon discos 

VOI-t II* ** 
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rerd isdicatimis of a mind as cupcrior inr 
refineixient and perfecdon, as^ her form vi^ls 
in elegance and loveliness, to the pldi^eiaii 
companions she was classed among. 

^^ * Nature will eyince bersetf,^ said Wf 
mother : ^ this cfattd scrongly proves the no- 
Me Mbod the sprung from: she shall be 
educated aa Lord Detamore s daoghfier ; zad 
when grown to vaaiXJaEtkyy I will present hm 
to kim, as a little hbssom I founds and 
iherished for his sake» and then offer to his 
sffeeiMi. Accordingly Mary was removed 
from the orphan asylutn, and placed with 
die widow of a clergyman, at Exeter:; — • 
most asniaUb^. well-informed, accomplidMd 
wmum ; who Invifig two daughters of her 
onm to bfjog^ np, .glatily tmdertook the eda* 
cation of Mary^ as^ the very handsome al«* 
Ivwance my modter made, was; an object oi 
great advantage .Co Mrs, Spencer* Wiih 
that lady the sweet as bvdy Mary has con* 
tinttedi ever since, aidvaneing each hour m 
mental and peracmat perfection i the suapicioia 
ot faer birth resa^niAg unknown ta my hi^ 
tber who' had often seen her,, andi considerml 
bee merely aa the fr^^egst of my mother) : 
until it was insiTttiateA by Mcsk Monk^ and 
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Sd^ftj tftSt 8tt Qrvilfe had tahatd aA it' 
mdhhcfit fo IRbi^, wftiefc ittd my methtfV 
iafafdited spfrfdlMi^kA ; Wheft ^teaMai wts 
flk! freAsy «f «¥f fttthdr's Hge ; sad mf dear 
fhbthef, te vinfN««f« hei^lf iAd bdofed 
«dil, (s6h£m6d het btM tH Maefy's parent' 
iget * wtlkh had hte& her inducemdnt to 
«^ lier to li# hearfi' Thra totdc^Am 
«pittat«d &£ ittagic, hi ^ahiyng the storm 
"^hleh s^t!K«d L6i»d Dekntore's bosom; 
iMte tolet^ly he d^toed Mary> bdng 

** Jiff mothef ^ tood^xit liidse atstahl^ 
fect«i lidfd IMa«Mf«j but ht tetii^ tot 
bis pen&toic^ <k)tifts^f s/ aftd feMnrned— aw 
fifirily belkMhg <fc6 attachment of St- Or- 
■rtlle a* b«foW^«^fh the cwd tftandtlej 
i**fch p^f^ttf tortljr oi-d^^ liiy aniaaed Ukv 
riia' to cease htaeci Aat aftottWof htt i^td€e6^ 
A>A 61? Mary, «»d iteVl* fd IWM iWdrcoufte 
«l* tl« d6tt girl liiore. THfe wJte a dird»r 
IdfUini^ J torfartelg aHike to the h<ah'ts, t!i« 
SMffly jflffedlMd heStfte, of itiy mbtitt* iA<* 

• ** MaMiitt^ fn dfittlay and distraction, 
ild# (fev^ng ftdth fta^ a^eaaisW rde of 
AeV«»' 8#«am^ «r M^ ddtaM«5c 86rro«r^, iii^ 
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vealed this unfortunate erent-to an amiable 
friend, Mrs. Constantia Fermor ; who, from 
that time, became the protectress of Mary. . 

^' Not more cruel than unfounded, Ayas 
the suggestion of Alfred's attachment to 
Mary : it is true, he fondly loves her, but 
it is with the affection of a brother. Lady 
Delamore, from the iJincommon discretion 
Mary, upon every occasion, evinced, was 
induced, when she attained her fourteenth 
year, to disclose to her the secret (which 
my mother firmly believed) of h^r birth, 
with strict injunctions never to breathe' a 
suspicion of it to any one ; and shortly after 
brought her on a visit here, to introduce 
her to the equally well-informed St. Or- 
ville : — for well knowing their often seeing 
each other could not well be avoided, and 
fearing their mutual fascination, she pru^ 
dently led them to love each other by the 
near tie of consanguinity. After my dear 
grandmamma Ashgrove's death, and ^that 
I resided entirely at home, I too was intro- 
duced to Mary, as my sister; and soon 
learned to love her almost as dearly as I do 
my brother: and, in despite of my father's 
interdict, I often go to see her, as she is 
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Aow oaly a few miles distance from hence ; 
ad upon the marriage of Miss Spencer, about 
two years ago, to a man of good fortune, 
nestr Lyme, Mrs. Spencer moved her rc- 
.sidence to that place. Only for my visits, 
my beloved^ sister (for I am incredulous to 
Lord Delamore's assertion, and am, as well 
as St. Orville, certain Mary is his daughter) 
would be quite broken-hearted, for she is 
dejected beyond measure at being so cruelly 
deprived of the happiness of seeing her be* 
loved benefactress. 

, ** Seliha, I have already told you, was 
easily won by the blandishments of Mrs. 
Monk; whom, for years, she visited un- 
known to my mother: and in those secret 
interviews, her mind was so perverted, and 
her heart so modelled, that her duty and 
affection were quite alienated from her in- 
comparable mother, and given, with her 
whole confidence and interest, to the diabo- 
lical mistress of her father. At length, my 
poor mother obtained the dreadful* intel- 
ligence, of who it was that estranged the 
affections of her eldest child from her. 
Agonising was the horrible information: 
she entreated, supplicated, implored, and 
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Qopmanded h^ daughter ^eter (o vwi^ 

J^rs. Mpnk mor^ } but m v^ip. Th<9 ((Bcr^f 
onice disclosed, S^mi bi;«ved (h^ ioatt#r 
ou( ; triumphed lU her disgr^eiefpl i4i^bffdiU 
encej and now Q^nly ymt^d tl^ mQ^%V 
fofi to her mother: md tp ^Is h^iiiP ahf^ 
^aUy resorts to her, recoui^dfig 9}) thq oc-t 
fyrrencea of th« cattle, w4 P^W^ W4 ptotft 
^th her^ to m^k^ lay ixiQthisr ivrftchftd, 

" Py thia ^«^l^^r^J (afl4 {^fly I i9»j^ 
say, Mamous) fttt%^^p«iit t% Mri- Mmk» 

the wily Selina first securi^ §ii^ bffsctf 91 
^b plac^ m wy 4*h»|J^d ^fr'§ sf f ig^M j 
^hich she h^^ smq^ ^}le4 ncM^ t(^ Hppf^f^ 
\yj^ her uQweasied biandkfiniiff^^ aiyl ffo^ 
^bmatioos: so that k |» Ici^g ^f «t Im 
^ee|i ^mly believed by «|1, tb?if sha vUi.N 
fgle hqiygss. t^ i^y ^tfter'p uNiine^s^ p8»o99ft 

peisoaal attraction |, ever gaia^d fpr her % 
Siuitqr, TOtii Sir Chaflqi^ Stratto^, ruined by 
h|$ thou^htle^i; dis^ps^tiou, ai)d with f^ n^n^ 
careless of domestic happiness, 9iad^ |ir§-» 
£Q^b for h^r, s^ain^ ihe entreaties mf 
pra^yers^ of hi^ mother, Lady ^Qrajtip FitS^ 
roy. ^tttj ^ Lady Selins^, or % pist^},' wai 
h^ reply; a|id he addressed Seli^i^^p^^ wo% 
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man I have heard him execrate tea thomaiid 
times, as a fiend, a diaboHcal, aad cftaj 
liarA ejutbet he coukl thid^ of; even at 
the time he was making desperate love ID 
me. .^ . Nay, start not } I am not Ioti^ 
strxd^n by my sister's .elected hn^Mad. 
Ohl no; I h^ve but one cousin, who crer 
endangered my heart: — not &r Charka 
Stcattim f but one too tasteless to think of 
me : — so, thank my stars, my affections ase 
stiU to ^be disposed of. 

«« The moment Chauies (who was the 
avowed absolute aversion oi Selina) de- 
darod himself her lover, she itstmtly be- 
came most desperately enamoored; and 
eompde him to act the lover in the most 
glowing colours : and if yon have any p«^ 
dality for the ridicnlotts^ I think you will 
be amused by Sir Charles's real and pro- 
tended passion. For, you 'must know, it is 
his invariable rule to &11 in love with every 
new prd:ty &ce he sees ; and the last^ m h^ 
ojnnion, is always the most fascmating : so 
thaty when he comes here, should iie be 
surprised by the sight of a beautifel new 
£zce, expect to see him souse at onee into 
love for it, and making, awkward cndei^ 
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vours to conceal from Selitia his new ad- 
miration. 

*' Aboxit myself, I have little to say. I 
*am four years younger than Selina (one 
cauise of her great ' aversion to me);- and 
nearly three my brother's junior. My grand- 
* mother Ashgrove (who long knew, before 
my dear mother discovered it, of Selina*s 
intimacy wiih the vile Monk), fearing that 
my heart should be perverted by pernicious 
counsel, early begged me from my mother. 
JPor two years, I resided totally with grand- 
mamma: but then, upon visidng my mo- 
ther,/ and finding Lord Delamore made no 
attempt to introduce me to Mrs. Monk (I 
rsuppose,^ because' he knew my volatility 
would lead me to keep na secret), my grand- 
mother judged it fer my happiness not to- 
tally to monopolise me, lest, by doing so, 
she should weaken my mother's affection 
for me. From that period, therefore, until 
my dear grandmothers death, I resided six 
months alternately with' Lady Ashgrove and 
at home J my education conducted by a 
very .estimable governess, aided by masters, 
and under the inspecting eye of my mother 
and grandmother. 
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*^ In this way, too, was Selina educated.; 
— only, without the assistance of grand- 
mamma, who, I may say, almost abhorred 
my sister. Selina, in her turn, even from 
my birth, conceived a deadly enmity to 
me ; and, ere I was actuated by her con- 
duct to my adored motbeTf I strangely dis* 
liked her. We never, in childhood, co- 
sdesced ; but, as time went on, and disclosed 
many secrets to me, my dislike has changed 
to detestation. Mutual antipathy has in* 
creased with our years ; and since my be- 
loved Mary was despoile4^ of my mother '& 
protection, my nominal iister and self rarely 
exchange, even a sentence in a week : for.;at' 
that thive, greatly irritated by my father'r 
cruelty to poor St. Orville (which all sprung^ 
from the diabolical malice o£ SeKna, and* 
her coadjutor Monk >, in the anguish ofmy- 
.hie£»'t,M said to Selioa, ^ I was sure she was 
a/ channeling, and not iny mother'i^ chiklv'^ 
Her. rage. ajpost amounted to frensy,^and<' 
she flung her ^ drawing-box, 'then in. her* 
hand, '..at me; but luckily it did not reach* 
me- :.and^» since that time„ you cannot w(»)» 
dex.at my being. upon worse ti^rm^ -than. ever' 
with . heiv ' '. : '' ^ ; - .. . / ? 
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<^ Biyt being so tnAUch wkh my deal* giiand- 
aiQlheir (who abaoKitdy dtetested oiy f»lheY% 
I beard bim bar^bjy reprobate^y w<i t^mieil; 
into tbft stco9gest. ridic\Ue> by my Uy^j- 

I^pf d and l^^djr* H^ratia Fijtzwy, wiife uaat- 
qraJifieisL afverity ; «9d^ teodieid^ loafing m^ 
ni^h^^ y^Si$i wilh npft WiQod^v that irewKl- 

jjij^pt^ ^ ^ ME^<?t. a^ unl^daf ^. ihfi. 
bas^ «p^kiiQ^ took posaessiQ^. of «]! 
Bii»d:^ and t^ft iWif>tf ually . bmi^igv bim 
8^]i^^ 0$ as; I #d^ ^.liJi^ Iflwen bim ia m]^. 
WtipaaiM^* I bo|p ypjn; witt cooisiikr duaK 
aff; soma mb^dan of myi^iihpe^i^ vawfift». 

y^ijk not rcKeiira ife aft. audi; ifi#edv tbia is^ 
^ o^ tbia^ vo esne^ dbagreed) aboiit;i fiw 
llili xn^m^ is^ ^ thaa othaea feMmg m tksbi) 

^^ieboi«biiii|r fathfix^' St. Otvitte aljiapi. 

i^qM». ^ «>»fl«im$s^ fbr|^ bia sifioaiwnk fra^ 
l|M9oo^ Aat; «inL«afaalJr iiw^s fini^et biaidnif^ 
t9; bia fatba»' Jlicn^di;^ be, bliss I^aCIML 

fuak; Am xipi om ^iip.^ seaa th^ uwclaviiaiHifi 
sanaat^ QQniaUatbig,, an4 saspectftib n^aowi: oft 
8li. OimU)e.tat:bJ«^£iUJier^ cfiubl aosgaot tbaii> 
£^tber,ever bad been cniel/or iinkindi4i)^bikil^> 
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^ Hdt « wikfa lae^ I am: aAatfued touf', 
for seUont czn. I cstcit oiy^f UttUig' fl^* 
father vvdt prapcr raspcct. Mf mddMr'i' 
ixifories ae ever floatoig' ia lay mmd'i efi- y 
andy ixt a ooaastafit Hate of livitMiMS I 
often &id aijr i^pam toague 89^g Mwjr 
tUflgs tb^ hook DtUmam — nay, juaMteM 
turiBfig h«i ait» fMicufe — which atowf^ 
ettsend)f dispieaHes' isf motbn vMt mef 
seni' jA I canaoe hdfi si v fei^ iMir cm 
3 Mbnrtiaie fiaeilier be aa o^alfM el iwpiitf 
to kis gmnm-vp' ofifoMg i^ ladMd, Mttil ft 
cJDitf'dawHe lo atMud bfoi n hi^kit JMireHf, I 
finnkjr bd&itef hatait faun^ 

«' Tbn^ l.Md BriBPEnoffgrs* iMt Mq«iMi 
dUike » IL^nittR cssflMr feiw s<^ ttiifdli tt» 
tise osttiiry^ kir lia^ ^Domnily made flf 
lindker apeod* evenf npjog m tiowi, no k«^ 
1^ dke bxaSbf Mite aiul am«|iiwc« in fltf 
pobiiis ejicf and w «w tritk tkMr c)# bw 
smn^ mnin^fed vsMt' tlt4 bocfie' afllcif^ 
lit tte coMtnr^ ke is compeited' W 
intti' the »Miet]F tfi hi^ fettily. Latf 
ynfr brag- aghOMiH Ki^a^i presence^; aiHS 
»wi7dti%bift#ti]m twHod^k^ t^ i^knw 
lie qaiem;s» tlwIiMifV Wttll^ r Ru«r thir 



year, alas ! how sadly different I My father^ 

out: of sorts with every one, because he had 

unjustly quarrelled with. his son, would not 

accompany us to town; but staid here,' 

Ijropding mischief^ and at length fretting 

himself into . illness. . My dear tnbthier, in 

CQQ^equence. of mental disquietude, fell 

dangerously ill the last week m January,' 

^nd icontinued in a very weak and precart- 

QU9^ state, undl the. beginning of May. By 

the management of Selsna, my father knew 

not the danger my mother had been in, un^ 

til k was past ; and just as he heard of it,. 

his terrible illness came on ; when I hastened 

dpwn to him, and found .him so weak,' so 

ill, sp^ full of [agonising psun, so; very near 

des^th, th$it I felt my supposed hatred of 

him hjid been all delusion. ^ For two days 

after my arrival, he knew me not, his: feves 

r^n. so high (his complaint rheumatic gout);^ 

but when his abating pain, and consequent 

decrease of fever, allowed him to observe 

me, he eagerly, called me to him, kissed 

me tenderly, said '. I looked like my angel 

ippther* (a ;Fe$^mblanG^ he never allowed be- 

fore), and bade me ^ not to leave him/ I 
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meant to obey him ; but shortly after, I was 
compelled to retire, with his physidans, to 
receive instractions from them. 

** On my return to my father, he said to 
me, in a tone that thrilled through my 
heart, * My child, go to bed. I remarked 
bow pzle and thin you looked; and Holt 
has informed me, your long and tender at- 
tendance upon your mother subdued you^ 
and that you have been very ill, and in 
a rheumatic fever too. I know that pain, 
and must feel for you : but hearing you left* 
your sick chamber, for the first time, to 
come to me ; and that since your arrival you 
never sought your pilfow; has given such 
pain to my heart, I cannot bear it. — Go to 
bed, my child.\ .... 

' « I wept for joyi at this proof of his af- 
fectionate concern for me j and feeling that 
Nature did absolutely require my taking 
test, to sustain me through, what the phy. 
sicians apprehended, a relapse in my fether, 
I retired: after two hours rest, I returned, 
and found him sull ; his curtains drawn 
around him.* I sat quietly by his bed- 
side, until I heard him sigh heavily, and 
move. I then gently drew aside the cur- 
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tdm^ to l0ok at him; wtum be kistefitly 
caugbt my hand* and pf6$$ed k afltctioBK 
ately to his %«« *-«Oiab ! h&w my kaart. 
tWlMJ 

^^ That aight, «i the nasty forebodi^ 
^^tson apprehe»dtd> be had a rcb^se;; bM: 
i( turmed ovt^ most; ^Drtonatcly^ of little 
coasequMcei whtfR) ior th«t fim moneajts: 
of retanuagr paii^ poor Holt,, overpoweredb 
b^ his; sotrow^ unguardedly dirc^ed ^ome. 
word, expressive of dfispaii:. My fafth^ ,. 
MdUi ahnosl; term£yiiig vehemence,, iuteiitljr 
€;;au:Iaimed — ' Dxiji^lkp! I ai» not djywg* i 
caxmoty Moll. iixxt, die! Enuly caanet nov 
C0i39e to moe ; azxl on Ae bosom of iwji asgd^ 
,wife^ enly^-will I resign, my Ia$t br^«a(h%' 

'' Oh, Miss De Clifford! what dekisiiMS 
d«eama of happineasi foe u& all^ did I ai^r 
fxom these, ^uphatic. wxaorda^!. Dudfig. fthe 
very: slow progycess o£ myi £tthei^s» aoieidr* 
meat, his kiadnfisa and ,growag^ pavtialkyit 
to xmi aeemftd houjcl^ 1x2. laocdaMw . We 
talked incossaxuLy o£ m)f mother. X im- 
tured to s^eak q& St. Qrvilk ; tn^ &tlu» 
s^med i^ea^d that I did ao ; aad va: o&uk 
pursued the subject tog^tbm Atf. hmg^ 
the Gazette arrLved caxxtainiofi rof g^Uai^ 
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fawfelMr- 9 Ute gkmbur aehievment ; doriag 

the p&^asd of whidk my §dShtt ^Mpl JiIm 

a d^d *»: and,, m won a* abated agiiatioo 

penmtted him to hold a; pea, he mole a 

loa^ leftter to Siu Qrvilte :r^v{faaft H coatained 

1 kao)v> Bot:;! bitf it c»t Lord Ddmosa 

aian^taae^ 

^^ It faafipeoed, most mfbitiiiiatahrf tiMM? 

msp ftthev' was sa mudit rccoveted, aa Mt be 

a^afe to walk, cut beiose the retuaa ol mf 

aaothea ;-»ra ceturn, 1 have n» douht, SaXiHi 

oaoBt diaboUeaU-y leiarded : waiting fbr » 

jeammf isenawab cf kau pf ajbMiK:e}-*-fifA 

for pemiasiow to 9tsp dM» buth-^Kaj; ami 

Aaiiii thai nny^ttKHshcp looked pak^ asdwwr 

ao> weak sha w^a not J^ aqnal to- ae Iteg^a 

journajp^)— and ^ia^ waa ril^ I a» c^roam^ 

baeaus» sho^ akaadad^ th^ inM«aig> before 

IMiiWih. ha<^ a» oppoatiuaitiy^ oF woi4ting m^ 

9!ffiBAvam in. mjt &riiei^s> favwm, and ttam^ 

il>§^hkhaiwt iiona voif m»tbms' Aaa^ Mbni* 

day— oh! it waa- Mtek MwiAwfi^m^^ — 

WK^ £iliiea' waik«ii onrea ta* viaife' tllatr en- 

<ihaiii069B« Mbak; aiid' cetumod[ ft-om* Her, a» 

aliaaad b«ing» Mo anore dfait htii' ey99* beaihf 

with aSbotton aia aa&r ^>^ '^^'^ waf hii^ 
WMW^ atMMd:. b^ kiaidiiesai Alb^j* 1^ re^ 
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turned the harsh, stern father, I had ever 
before found him. I thanked Heaven, St* 
Orville's letter was gone, beyond the reach 
of malice to recal ; but I trembled for . all 
the airy castles I had built, for the^ conjugal 
happiness of my parents: and alas*! alas I 
the frigid reception my father gave my mo- 
ther, , after . a separation . of almost: five 
Qionths-^and after her dai^erous indispo«» 
sition, and his own — cruelly put £very 
lingering hope to flight. I know he was 
offended at her want of punctuality, in not 
being at Bridport, to which place he anzU 
ously rode this morning, to meet her (the 
longest ride he has attempted since his ill- 
ness) ; and fatigue and disappointment ter*^ 
ribly irritated jiipi — ^but could not have oc^ 
casioned such a heartless reception as that i 
s^id I cannot but mingle self-upbraidings 
with my sorrow f for. I doubt not my indig* 
n^t impetuosity increased the malice, and 
machinations of Mrs*. Monk» . . 
. .^^ On my father's being taken ill, this: 
^irce flew hither. By his lordship's order,. 
&he was admitted^ and became his ehief: 
nurs^: — and such. 2^ nurse, Seahright the 
housekeeper told me^ never was befoze 
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seen ! . • • • Sitting rocking herself on her 
chair, with a face a yard long, to look woe- 
begone ; and without rouge, to look like 
grief. Howling, when he moaned; fidget- 
ting with the curtains, when he dosed, ef- 
fectually to awaken him; running about, 
shouong, bawh'ng, and ciUmg every one — 
impeding all} and doing nothing herself 
when his pain became violent and alarming 
' — but officiously giving him all his medi* 
cines, of which, in her tender, agonised 
anxiety (as she herself termed it^ always 
contriving to spill two-thirds: thongh. she 
managed never to lose a drop of the ma* 
deira she had continually recourse to, to 
sustain her through her heart-rending zU 
tendance : and both Seabright and Holt af* 
firm, they are certain she threw the medi- 
cines about, and made all her noises, on 
purpose to prevent his recovery, being 
anxious to come into possession of the im-^ 
mense bequest he has made to her. Cer- 
tainly, from the moment my father's rest 
was undisturbed, and that, she got all his 
medicines, he recovered rapidly. 

** However, to return to the point, of 



nyseif opbeaiding.-^Oti wj arriva)> thii 
«sle wcisao rmed to my bihcr't dredeiiig* 
toom, vfcere I most unexpectedly -eofcoua^ 
ttrcd h^r. My indignatioo^ i^ there be* 
holdiDg t&e dettrofer of my laother'^ kap* 
piness, afaaost amounted to freo^y: I orV 
dered her instantly to quH tbe castle; nor 
^tfam to contaminate tbe air I breathed, 
widi her polluted btesdLb/ Her eyes flasfaod 
fire: but I suppose the fire which ftaahed 
frfHUL wio^f «a$ more tremendous; for she 
obeyed xne, wthout uttering a syllable: 
bnt never shall I forget the look of deadlyf 
iiD|daeable vengeance^ she darted at me* It 
ttruck the chili o£ terror to my heart, and 
made aay covtrd frame shi^ with i&efiid 
a^rdiisniidn/'. <^ • . . 

This kwg jwrra^^e, of Lady Tbeodoaia'$; 
iras teld without^ a lingje audible comment 
from our heroism ; for her ladyship, feeling 
that to. remark upon the ckcumstanoet she 
fodted must be painfully unpleasant to her 
yavmg companion, deUcatdy contrived to 
%roid any pauae that mighc seem to demand 
a reply. But though Julia spoke not, h^ 
hoari was too full of sensibiUty,. toO: feel- 



}ng^j alive to every ;right profcmtfp not to 
pp mwk most forcibly with mmf wd m* 
lie4 einpjtio<u» 4vriog tim dwreiwg aa^'* 

1^ ladysliip'a cpiiVAiiiiic^limft ba4 atoi 
()^ c\Q9e. of ev«ojng pur ; and, by mooo^ 
Iiglir, they had paced manyCurM vpoa tb| 
teiraQ^ 9A ^earnest sjpea^ 904 aa attntiye 
ftfArjef ; 9a4» sa deeply w«r^ they botb oh* 
pgfiAf tkey lie»|d not; ibn ^QpiKsr-beN) »o| 
U^^iil^ of TcMrwig nnvX tba old buiki 
C9iio^ hinw^f, t9 seek t]ii;0V 

<f Q HMve^iT' e^cl^uiMl X^y TImo^ 
^Hiom, «^ jlifiw bei^dleasi oi* tjipel b»v0 i^em 1 
Ab»! I k^ wr loiig pr<itr9cted my wil) 
9f«ifLkea t^ff^icuMit pf tb« conv«vf9^om gf Q«;f 

Tl^ little jilwrm of aaticlpiMA 4ft^ctM|| 
];gr ai^ittractiK^ tbeir tlHHigfits. £pQm (hf sul^ 
J^QtB th^it befoie sQ HHich taddened theiDt 
l^ve to tl)eir 9pirit6 oomethipg lik^ cheering 
exhi^T^tiomy aiui led (h^a hack to the castl^ 
fatally df wid of finery appearaiPCQ of de^ 
jeptiOPt whtch^ tp the pene^ating eyc9 of 
Lady S^Uaa» a^gj^t h^ye l>etr^yed ttieoa* 

The same pKty assembled at wppcv» 
nlW^ forin«4 t|mr <itoMr ekelo. Ladies 
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Dclamore and Selina eiltertaincd the twa 
gentlemen with town news, and anecdotes 
of several persons and occnrrences, they 
had heard and met with during their long 
absence ; until Lord Dehmore suddenly 
said— -'^ Emily, did you remember' to bring 
me the medal ?" - ^ .. • 

Her ladyship instantly drew from her 
pocket a casej which she thought contained- 
a medal, and handed it to her hiisband) 
But in a momeiitj aware of her mistake^ 
she, in great trepidation, reached out the 
medal, demanding her own case— but' it 
was too late; Lord Delamore had opened 
it ; and the cheeks of Lady Delamore were 
blanched with apprehensive terror. His 
lordship started, looked for a moment, and 
then exclaimed—^* Oh ! how speaking is 
this invaluable likeness ' to my boy !" — 
After a few moments more, spent in earnest 
gaze upon it, he returned the portrait to 
the trembling Lady Delamore, into whose 
eyes the- sudden tears of joyful surprise had 
been ^called, by 'the words— ** invaluable 
likeness to my; boy;" but discretion- arrested 
the . fall of those - happy t^rs. ; • 

Spirited conversation was now at an end; 
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the incident of the portnir, for dlSercat 
reasons^ unhi^ed the parents and thdr 
daughters ; and all full of obtruding tbtm^a^ 
fulness, no one was longer able to bear m 
connected part in discourse. After a 
unsuccessful efibrts, by Mr. Feoqik 
Julia^ to restore convene^ all sank 
silence ; and Lady Delamore, at kngtii, awaie 
of the universal gloom, broke vsf the doab 
party^ and they sejBxated for tbe nigbt. 
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mslodjr from tfao fun^Mlid&lg i^oodty ^t}j 
9mk/^ our he»>kld; "Who, tltarikkAi! co ^d 
die had sl^t comfoil^Iy, iii despitef of 
sympathising 8ori<€^,: and. h^ bwtt nevertf 
disappointment, instantly arose; and, after 
making her toilet, and performing her 
morning sacred duties, employed herself in 
writing an affectionate letter to Mrs. Good* 
win, promising in it, that her next epistle 
should be to her dear Doctor Sydenham. 

About half past eight, Lucy introduced 
Mrs. Beville ; who came to kjQOw, ^^ whe* 
ther Miss De Clifford chose to breakfast 'in 
her own apartments, or with Lady Dela* 
more in hers ? " 

** With Lady Delamore^ very certainly, 
Mrs. Beville," replied Julia ; " if her lady- 
ship, will the goodness have» to permit 
it for me." 

^^ I am very glad to hear you say so, 
Miss De CUfford,'' said Mrs, BeviUe ; '^ be* 



cause mj dear hdj wished if td be so» . r • « 
Our young ladies kaow^ my lady hAtc# 
breakfasting alone ^ yet even- Ludy Thee« 
doflia (though so sweet a creaturey aad •• 
dudfol in every tUng ebe) witt act ^g?9t up 
her bed cjf a aioraing, eo obligjif her m<ither : 
-^-^^oad it wauld be mueh better {^ hcrsdfj 
if the did ;. iot she viH only get lufty, and 
stupody and old and utttfteved before het 
tkne, by this abMunafaie utewholesome lyii^ 
ia bed > ■ It 19 not to, her dear brother 
does : — ^iio^ he is i^, readit% alad walkiiq;^ 
by times of a morainig; and always joias 
my lady, at her break^ift heur^ fodkhig 
a$ fredi aa a beaatifel ro«fe; — and in he 
comes, salting, and tadbes bis mother so 
tfb<^oaately by (he hand ! aad ehqirites, 
so aiudouslyt how she is! aad* then he 
mafcea h^ bi«ak&st for her } and, if she 
haa no appetite, he coaaiea hetf sa tenderly 
to eati and tella her every thing he eaU 
thmk of, to make her ehe^ul : and when 
she is ii^ he is by for the best nurse tfi' the 
house. Even &om a babe in petiicoatSy hb 
would forsake bis play (deariy as be loved 
it) to. sk, as stitt as deathi by her b^ skle, 
irihen she waa ilV: an d ■ ■ He a v ear bleHa bcml 
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«~when he had tasks to learny and that he 
took his book in, to con, as he sat, it would 
have delighted you to see how curiously the 
lovely boy would blow the leaves asunder, 
lest turning them should disturb his mother. 
Ah! well, Heaven will bless him, at 
last^ for all. He is my lady's own son ; and 

the pride of my heart But, here have 

I mounted my hobby-horse, and my lady 
all this time anxiously waiting -to know if 
you will come to her ! — ^Dear young lady, al- 
ways have the kindness to stop me, when I 
get upon the subject of my young lord; 
for, indeed, and in truth, I love the topic so 
dearly, I never know when to dismiss it.** 

Mrs. Beville now conducted Julia to 
Lady Delamore, who received her with 
manifest pleasure and kindness gratifyingly 
blended. Breakfast ended, her ladyship — 
considering it necessary to account to our 
heroine for that want of harmony and do- 
mestic peace in the family of Delamore, 
which she must now necessarily witness — 
drew a short outline of what her daughter 
had communicated the preceding evening; 
and, during the recital, added to the differ- 
ence of more brevity, was observable, the 
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gentle ki]ldna» with whidv she^' softdned - 
the misGond%ict of Ladj SeUna, and the 
sfirilsixlg. forbearaiice with whicfar she moi^ 
tiDiied Lord Delamore's early derelicttoo* of 
herself-'-extefiiaated his faults^ with^ geoer- 
otES warnith^^aiod spoke of bis merks* iii'> 
gjomig coiburs ; mentioned Mr9. Mbnk as 
ZtVery fine and fascinatsng womiany fermsd' 
to infatuate and mhlead-; and axldnddd 
with gently requesting our heroine^ *^ Never, 
again to permit her love of tnithv ^^d gener- 
ous kindness for her, to lead her into thffow« 
ingtany censure upon Lady Selina^ vrho'\n^9 
foe much to be dreaded/' 

« But whifc/* added Lady Del«SaOTb^ *< i 
trend)led for die consequence of ybur ex>r 
te&uatioa of* mt, I found my loid vms fw* 
cinated mth you for it ; as I saw oner of hk 
sweetest, ^niles plaf about hife mouthy vMle 
yma^ were kindly vindicating: jxmi and ra^- 
lord iler^r smiles in' that Way^ unless'* he ir^ 
infihkely pleased... .... Lprd-Defamord'^hin:^' 

nftt^idly^^ Misrs^ De Clifford^ t4i^ swttttMi^ 
smiies taihnofit^ erer sseW: he abiwfs woM^ 
them« until very early after hir ncarriage : — • 
but' it vrafit my misei^ not» to'^consdiiutehis- 
happiness ; aad^ it has beea- i»y migftirttew;^ 

VOL. n. ^ 
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to rob my husband of his smiles. However, 
smiling or not, in his heart are treasured 
many great virtues : and let me entreat you 
not to allow any story you may hear to his 
disadvantage, any partial accounts of his 
conduct to me, to prejudice you against 
him. Though repellent now. his aspect, 
fear him not: judge him yourself; and, 
believe me, you will find a great deal to- 
esteem in hini.'' 

Lady Theodosia's more circumstantial 
statement, now led Julia to hear Lady De- 
lamore with admiring astonishment, and 
the most exalted veneration; and, as she 
listened, she longed to press the matchless, 
neglected, lovely wife, to her bosom, as a 
being too sublimated for the world she 
lived in. 

These confidential communications end- 
ed, our heroine attended her ladyship in one 
of her charitable occupations (which re- 
curred once every weekj. This was, to 
visit the repository of alms for the poor ;-— 
an institution of Lady Delamores own. 
Thib repository containied four apartments: 
-^bne was stored with cheesej candles, flour» 
meal, &c. ; another, with all sorts of homely 
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wearing apparel} a third, with household 
furniture, and implements for industry ; and 
the fourth M'as a dispensary. Servants at- " 
tended in each room ; and as the poor of 
the parish arrived, they announced their 
different wants^ when Lady Delamore, or 
Mrs. Bevillcj ordered for them whatever they 
judged necessary. 

The management of this whole business 
was so simple, and complete; the lustre 
the interesting and, to Julia, novel scene 
threw upon the heart of Lady Delamore ; 
but, above ail, the satisfaction and joy 
beaming from the countenances of each of 
the grateful . objects, on their seeing once 
more their noble benefactress-^and too, 
on their departure, made happy, by the 
donations they received ; — inspired our he- 
roine's breast with so much pleasure, that 
she felt a great deal of regret when this, 
affair was completed, bhe then atcended, 
her ladyship through part of the grounds, 
to see what , the workmen she emplo}^ h^d - 
done during her long absence. • On re-en* 
tering the castle, they found some visitors . 
arrived, ^co^e to pay th^ir compliments 
upon her ladyship's return: the little groups 

o 2 



124 

vms composed of Mrs. Gonstantia Fermor, 
Mrsk BeaBHiont, two of her daughters, and 
her younger son. 

Mrs. Fcrmor, then in her forty-fourth 
year, had been a celebrated beauty; and 
\wts stilf a very fine woman : although the 
cause of that melancholy which strikingly 
shaded her countenance, and rendered her 
whole appearance particubtrfy int^restihg, 
had fade^ the bloom of her charms long 
before the autuma of her days. She had 
lost the man of her early afecdon, by a 
Bitai accident, upon the day Ke became of 
age— thc^ery day appointed for her union 
with him; and so much was she wedded to 
hn remembrance, that no suftor, however 
adbrned with rank, riches, or perfections, 
CDuld ever prevail upon her to enter into a 
second engagement, or to forget the fifst 
and only object of her choice. Her fortune 
wa^ largip ; her benevolence, great. Her 
m nners were gentle^ and' elegant. Her 
mind ^zs adorned with every mental ac- 
quirement; and her heart was the seat of 
active goodness. 

Mrs. Bfeaumont was^ wife to the Vector of 
Sbdley. a fishmg-town pleasantly situzt^ 
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about two miles from Delamore cude* 5be 
jiad been a pretty youxig wojaan^ lowixnv 
and totally imeducated, whom Mr, fieao- 
mont had, very ear^ in U(^ fallen ia love 
<f»th, and married After thdr tuuoa, the 
husband discovered those deficiencies 'the 
hver coui^ not ^€. She was yoiu^, «Ad 
4odit; and h^ s^t about her ediicaflui% 
tibr<0i^b exactly the satne iprooeM he hkft- 
Belf iiad been instructed by; and, c4t lfin0d)» 
led bex on to be a tolerably go^' classic 
scholar. Prend of her acfvirdlReBtfl^ which 
she thought now raised her iar above ali btt 
igftorant ses;, and fioi cbooiitig : tO; Judehor 
av^^erior ksowiledg^ ahe» to Ae uner dt*- 
«Ky «f all kffr astooiatefl^ iati»iat4ed her 
coflaHBBLMiro&versation with Gfeek and LatiA 
aentences:; managed her houses and jgkve ot- 
ders to the butcher and baker» m some leara? 
ed laa|(uage ; and if her domestics iieglecte4 
or disobeyed her commands, they pteaded i% 
extenuation^ that ^^her directions were all 
Latin and Greek to them^ and aot being 
icolardt^ they were tiot to blame." 

Mr, 13eaumont, finding lus wife's learning 
only entailed a disorderly house upon tum^ 
and ridt(;ule upon her, peremptorily inter* 
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dictiul this di'jplay of knowledge; and com- 
taanded her never more to utter a word of 
any language but her mother tongue, out 
of his study. Poor Mrs. Beaumont ! — hete 
was a sad and unexpected overthrow to all 
her pile ofleimed pride. What could she 
contrive, fbr out-doing the fest of her ste, 
tod to shew her superior intellect ?— *Since 
English was the only laiigviage she was now 
allowed to speak, plain English she resolved 
it should not be. So to work she went; 
and by studying every dictionary in our 
language, and by forcing all the abstruse 
words out of them into her collection, inge- 
niously <!ontrived to render her Englifeh near- 
ly as unintelligible, to the generality of her 
hearers, as her Latin and Greek had been : 
from this' absurd, pedantic pride, and with- 
out another fault to deserve it, she was an 
object of indiscriifiinate ridicule to all who 
iapproached her. 

There were nine Miss Beaumonts; and 
could their mother have foreseen such a 
classical female progeny, she would have 
flown to the font at Paiuassus itself to bap- 
tise her nine : but, not a » are of how many 
were to follow, she resolved to shew heir 
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learning in the names of her two , eldest 
girls, by having them christened Atalanta^ 
and Andromache •,— determined the elder 
should be tall, and elegant, and fleet in the 
dance as her, namesake ha^- been in the 
race ; and the second w as to possess all the * 
eminent qualities of her pred^esson Un* 
fortunately, when Miss Atalanta attained 
her third year,, she, by a fall, dislocated one 
of her hips, by which accident her growth 
was cruelly stunted, and she became lame 
for life: Mr. Beaumont then advised his 
wife, in future to content herself with the 
common names of Giles and Tabatha for 
her children, and not, by celebrated ones, 
Co attach ridicule to them, and render their 
personal or mental defects more glaring. 

The nine Miss Beaumonts were all pleas- 
ing, good-tempered women j in age, ex^ 
tending from ^ twenty to thirty-five ; and 
several of them were pretty. . Their father^s 
table was the seat of genuine hospitality; 
and their house, the rendezvous of cveiy 
lounger. The Miss Beaumonts were uni- 
versally liked -, and yet— the nine Miss Beau- 
monts were still unmarried. 

Miss Beaumont, in consequence of her 
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fall* JbsHl f aefa delicaie b^Ith^ ^ «c9r«^Ly 

fner if^uUtod boine. Tb^e secpfid, li^ss An- 
^.otaaqjtie (now degraded , by the posijti^js 
comniaQ^ of her £sbther, into ipl^a Misa 
Ann), iKfts the facCotwiii of jber faidier^s 
paridai, ^f high^ low, rich^ ^ad pQor:r-T^ 
had an uieidbi»u8tib}e flow qI TmsxitfA 
jipir|jt9; bad % gre^^ deal of u$efui .^Sfi^^^s 
^, ipitrk..6d <out by Njitjyire fpf d^ old ja^ 
A€ 4eUgbted m ibeuig eng^g.€^ in j^ery 
Mic*^ biiaifieas, rod to manage the i^wctr^s 
^f ail ihe worUL Ion every diaimss, m isvfiry 
dileQf)im, Mfi Beia»moxi3t, or Mi^ Ann^ w^s 
fffit for. Sj^ n«2rK.d the slck^ iind pi^- 
loribed f^ then); consokd th^e ajBlict^:; 
feDiighc thj^ pariah jGni}uriikig, and the we«L- 
ding f^odbi^ ; was tbe reiady farideraald, qr 
Ibf likrt ^i^ponaer ; sat m ^te^ with brides, 
^ l%difi3 i» th^ir ££>BfineiDesijt, and ate cake, 
pr dr^ok caiidk, with every cosgratnladag 
iKMtW# She gpt places for servants^ a&d 
s^enrjipSs for places; made collections for 
jthis needy % k^pt the children qiiJet at 
ph)ircb« nuM^e e&ciually than the beadle; 
ftOid procured partners at the assemblies for 
strangers, or the neglected. Bemg such an 
u^^ful Biember of society, and, withal, a 



1^9 

very cheerful^ pleasing companion^ her com* 
pany was universally courted, and she was 
perpetually on visits from home ; but^ even 
thus Uked> and seeing and being aecSy 
the fair Andromache had not yet met a 
Hector i 

The eldest son was in the G>mpany'$ ser- 
vice in India. The second, Mn George 
(now come to visit at Delamore castle), had 
lately entered into deacon's (^dera, and waft 
so invincibly shy, that not even the most 
conciliating smile of kindness could draw 
him out of the shell of reserve^ in which hjK 
iB^egnably enveloped himself. But he 
possessed acute observation; nothing eseap- 
ed his ken : and, every one con^seiving that> 
as he was^ to all appearance, dumb^ he mu$| 
be deaf and biind too^ he was generally 
l00ked upon as a n^a-entity i^ every comr 
pany J by which means ho learned many 
secrets, and became possessed of num^rou^ 
curious incidents^ which he ifailed not to re- 
tail, with infinite dry tramofrr, tor bis sisters, 
to whom, only he had cial^ra|; e lo unbends 
and; shew himself in his gienuine charaicter* 

This small i^rtf ^ visit<^s vfiis^ /^vkH^t 
tamed by Lady Thegdowii, wiH thci ^nr 
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trance of her mother (Lady '^Selina not 
deigning to honour them with her pre- 
sence). Instantly, Lady Delamore intro- 
duced our heroine, as " the daughter of the 
gallant, and universally lamented. Colonel 
De Clifford ; the highly regarded ward of 
Lord Ashgrove." 

•* I was too anxious to enquire after the 
state of your ladyship's brindice," said Mrs. 
Beaumont, courtesying profoundly, " to 
practise much longanimity ; but have fes- 
tinately come, to gratify my exoptation, rf 
liearing the redintegration of it enunciated 
by yourself, and not by compurgation. 
-Your ladyship's ' ce<:umenically desiderated 
return occurring sooner than was expected, 
lias proved an ihopinate oblectation to me. 
Tou look admirably, madam ; and your 
'complexion quite diaphanic, considering the 
nocent air of that veneficial metropoKs, to 
which your symposaick* evagation led you. 
'.•..'. Son George ! are you elinuuid ? Why 
so amort ? ' Why this obmut^scence ? Re- 
quire no further increpation from me. Do 
not for ever appear so acephalous ; but, 
without desp^ction, oi* riolition, do yourself 
the honour of eritering into an enterparlance 
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with her ladyship; and, for once in your 
life, be multiloqaous.*' 
' Poor Julia listened in amazement, and 
thought her knowledge of the English lan- 
guage very circumscribed indeed ; and^ 
what was worse, feared it must ever remaia 
so : while Mr. George Beaumont advanced, 
bowed^ and trembled ; stammered out some« 
thing inarticulately; and retreated, in piti* 
able confusion, to the most remote seat he 
could find. 

Mrs. Helen Crabtree was now an* 
nounced; but no one betrayed the least 
Amotion of pleasure on hearing her arrival 
proclaimed. Ihe Miss Beaumonts settled 
themselves demurely on their seats ; Lady 
Theodosia threw a ludicrous expression of 
H^lemnity into her countenance, which 
nearly subdued the studied preciseness of 
the two Miss Beaumonts; when in stalked 
a long, lank, scowling looking animal— a 
peevibh, gossiping spinster of hhy , who had 
entered into a fury for life, at finding her* 
self a fixture in the staie of single blessed* 
ness, and who now, whilst her nose retreat- 
ed m scorn, curtesyed with rigid formality 
to each individual presenti 
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*< I am exceeding glad to find you, my 
Lady DelamiSte ! in the land of the living," 
s{^d Mrs. Crabtree, the moment she was 
seated' — ** To be sure, I am not now to 
kftra, there is no believing a word that i$ 
uttered in a country town. For my part, 
I wonder how people can sit down to in- 
vent such extreme shocking things ; or find 
time for it: as for myself, what with feed^ 
ing my parrot, going to church, paying and 
receiving morning visits, making flannet 
waistcoats for the poor, and attending card 
parties, my time is exceeding well occu- 
^ed; and I have not a moment to think of 
ipj neighbours in. •••••• • Tou must know, 

my lady, the very fir$t piece of news I 
Heard in church, yesterday, was*-^thar, 
while in town, you had been induced, 10 
an e3Ktremo well written letter, painting the 
misery of a family perishing in want, to go 
to the place where the letter wae dated 
from } and being so exceeding imprudent 
as to go unattended, you entered the apart- 
ments of the supposed starving family to- 
tally alone; when seven ruffians, armed 
with short knives, fell u|;on you, cut and 
wounded you most barbarously, then riled 
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your pockets, and made off with their 

booty.'* 

Mrs* Crabtree*8 most absurd story awadc* 
ened some degree of risibility in all her au« 
ditoTS, except Mrs. Beaumont, who, with a 
doleful countenance, exclaimed*-** What m 
trunculent fabrication f— enough to dichoto- 
mize one's very heart ! The bare relation 
(although we know it to be a facinerious 
pseudology) is so horrisonous, it has stunned 
me, until I am now iUachry mable • For my 
part, a thankful epiphonema must ever break 
from my^lips, upon reflecting the whole waf 
an excogitation. .. . . Heavens ! my dear Lady 
Delamore- excarnificated by ingannation !*-» 
and the nocent scelerates to escape with 
their subreptitious booty ! . • . . But how could 
any one, knowing my Lady Delamore, con* 
cdve she could do so perlculous a thing, as 
to go alone, or suffer hereof to be illaqueat- 
ed? Had I not happily seen the nefarious, 
tale was all a haliucinatipn, it would have 
made me clinical, without any other opi« 
tiilation." 

Lady Selina, at. this moment, haughtily 
entered, and, bowing frigidly to Mrs. Fer- 
mor, but without noticing the Beaumonts 
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at all, hastened to the rapidly-advancing 
Mrs. Crabtree^ took her cordially by the 
hand, and made an attempt to look glad at 
seeing her. 

Mrs. Helen Crabtree's father had been a 
lawyer, at Sedley; who, at his death, left 
this his only child in possession of the best 
house in the town, and an easy fortune to 
support it. Except Mrs. Monk,' this lady 
was the only female Lady Selina professed 
a friendship for in the neighbourhood. In 
Mrs. Helen, there was no rivalship to be 
apprehended ; and her ready communica* 
tions were pleading to her ladyship, who 
was the only young woman Mrs. Crab tree 
had beeii ever heard to speak well of: for, 
by a congeniality of disposition, they were 
led to believe they entertained a regard for 
each other : and the favour of Lady Selina 
Southerland, Mrs. Helen fancied reflected 
great consequence upon herself. 
- " Are you very gavj at Sedley, now, Miss 
Beaumont ? ' said Lady Delamore. 

** Tolerably so, .madam. We have now 
a very respectable company of players : and 
ihci officers, in barracks, are very charming 
inen^ for they are extremely attentive to 
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the ladies 9 and excessively fond of dancing ;'' 
replied Miss Susan, the youngest and pret- 
tiest of the Beaumonts. 

^* There was a very good assemblv last 
Tuesday, when some of the handsome war- 
riors were made captive, I believe," said 
Mrs. Fermor, smih'ng. 

" So I have heard,'* replied Lady Theo- 
dosia: — " and so many conquests have been 
made, Selina, that I fear there is not one 
left for you ; unless you dispute with your 
fair friend. Miss Crab tree, the prize of the 
veteran Colonel Redoubt's heart." 

'^ And although not in the adolescence of 
life, and something of a congeon, and ra- 
ther emphysematous, a most acuminated, 
homiletical m^n. Colonel Redoubt is/' said 
Mrs. Beaumont. " Mr. Beaumont, who, 
€very one knows, is quite a philomath — a 
dear lover of any thing acroamatical— 
"waited on him ytsterdayy and returned 
quite " 

** I wonder, madam,, at the pastor of a 
flock," interrupted Mrs. flelen, drawing 
herself up with a look which she meant 
should express horror, " to countenance 
such a profligate !.... Only conceive, Lady 
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Selina, the abominable man whom your 
sister insinuates I wish to captivate, actually 
lives with a wicked woman.". . . • 

** Then,'* said Lady Theodoaia) *' you 
will begin his reformation ; — for» whetj you 
marry him, he will live with a good wo- 
man ; and the trifling impediment, of the 
fair, but frail, Rosamond, hewillj of course, 
remove to some secure retreat, far remote 
from being cause of offence to you/' 

" Horrible!" exclaimed Mrs. Crabtrw^ 
trying to look shocked at such profligacy, . 

". Lord Lindore joined his regiment two 
days ago," said Mrs. Beaumont. '^ He is a 
Pyramus, wordi an antiphon to Cupid for* 
Come, now, to what fair Thisbe »ball we 
bypothetically allot the coronet?" 

"He!" exclaimed Miss Ann Beaumont ; 
" the milk-sop ! yoir must ask Us grands 
mammas leave, before you dispose 6f bim« 

Only conceive. Lady Dclamore, a 

young man of three-and-twenty^ in posr 
session of a noble fortune, travelling about 
vmh (or rather afrer) his regiment, with 
his old gouty grandmother^ swathed lA 
fiannel, in her ancient travelUng micbine» 
drawn by sbr long-tailed black cloths :-*-Sir 
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John Falstaff, for coachman; Sancho Pan- 
cha, for postillion ; Bardolph, and old father 
Tim^, for out-riders; Tabatha Bramble^ as 
compaiuon ; and aunt Deborah, for waiting 
^ntlewoman. Their other pldksing acoom- 
paniments— a lethargic lap-dog, a squaitiag 
jNirrot, and an apothecary s sdiK)p/' 

^ A curious mode of travelling, certainly, 
4br a yoMBg man,'' said Lady Delamore, 
eoufifig. 

^^ { declaf e off, at once, Mr^. Beaumont!^ 
<e»e^med Lady Theodosia. ^ I U not look 
Jdireu^ the wzU after his coronet, whiie 
lie %fiept- it ^wrapped up in his grandmother 6 
flanndls:" 

*^Nay, Ann Beaumont!"^ said Mrs. Per- 
nor, ^^ why so unmerciful to his lordship, 
whose dutiful conduct makes him purely no 
subject for ridicule ? • . • « This Lord Lindor^ 
yfoa born with a most delicate constitutioo ; 
and hairing, in early life, lost both his pa- 
rents » •^ » % 

*^ I heard of his orbation ; and that his 
grandmother was podagrical;" said Mrs. 
Beaumost. 

Mrs. Fermor proceeded. — ** By hb grand* 
mother^s indefatigable care and tenderness 
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only was he reared : to her alone is he in* 
debted now for perfect health ; and to her 
care, also, for an highly-cultivated mind^ 
and uncorrupted morals; and his gratitude 
and affection are very great. He loves her 
society (although she is his grandmother) ; 
and she, fearing the overthrow, by precept 
or example, of that promising structure of 
health and goodness she so anxiously raised> 
by not having a comfortable or proper home, 
for. his sake (though a martyr to the gout) 
this excellent woman, for the lust two years, 
has given up all the comforts of her own 
xncUision-houses, and, attended by several ' 
of her old domestics, alike attached to her 
and their young lord, has put up with the 
manifold . inconveniences of bad lodgings^ 
in the different quarters her grandson has 
-been ordered to, where she has constaintly 
accompanied him: but, to prevent ridicule 
reaching further than their mode of travel- 
ling, and to make home pleasing to her be- 
loved charge, wherever she pitches, her 
tent, the standard of hospitality is hoisted. 
She keeps a public table, most sumptuously 
•supplied ; and, besides her excellent din- 
ners, gives petit soupirs^- dejeunesy balls, 
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every thing to please the young, the gay, 
but always the correct: so cheerful, iii de- 
fiance of pain, so hospitable, and generous, 
is she, and withal so truly amiable, that 
every officer in her grandson's regiment has 
declared himself her ardent admirer; and 
^li «are anxiety, when they reach any new 
^uax'ter, until the arrival of grandmamma^ 
"whoiA the soldiers and their wives have rea- 
son to long as impatiently to see as their 
superiors.** 

'^ ** Mrs. Beaumont," cried Lady Theodosia, 
^' ril even climb the wall, to get into his 
grandmother's house!" 

•' You may go with me, without that 
peril," said Lady Delamore ; " for I shall 
certainly pay my respects to this very amiable 
■Lady Lindore/* 

** Pray do, mamma," replied Lady Theo- 
dosia> with quickness; ^* for I, too, have heard 
wonders of her, and have long been wild to 
see heri" 

** From whom had you your information ?" 
asked Lady Delamore. 

'* From that Major Mandeville, whom- we 
v^ere perpetually meeting in town, at Lord 
Ennerdale's,'* 
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*' I do n't remember him.". .... 

^' Notbii^ mere possible; although yon 
saw him so often/' ' 

** It la very straage, 1 ^liould have no re- 
coIlectioB of a man I have seen often ! JU&* 
3iiind.mi5;of when Isaw hitn*" 

'* Why, you ikst saw hiii^ mamma, 'ia 
r^imeatals, the Qjieea's birth-day } he came 
in from the drawing-room^ with my uncife 
srho presented him. Ti^ 4>ther tim^ 

VraS • . • • . 

^^ Whai! do you caU seeu^ a in w twice, 
very often, Tiieodosia ?" 

'' Seeing some men twice, is 4fuiO€ 49&eil 
^nougli,'' replied Lady Tbeodosia. 

^ Major Mandeville dbes not tbink seeia^ 
^/oiXi Lady Tliieodosia, twice, often ^enough^ 
for he is all anxiety to see you again {'' said 
Miss StBian Beaumont. ^^ Ue taiiked of ^u> 
quite in raptures, for two faouitii, at our 
house, yesterday." 

"Oh! I remember to have heard, he is 
rather eccentric,'' replied Lady Thcodosia, 
blushing ; " and never talks u^on more thsm 
one subject in a day.*' 

** I remember the coxcomb j and can 
readily believe that one idea every four- 
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and-twenty h©urs, is quite sufficient for his 
weak brain to bear ;'* said Lady Selina^ 
peevishly. 

^* I do n't know/* cried Mrs. Crabtree, 
^* what troops are sent into peaceable towns 
for I-^-only to fill weak women's heads with 
love and nonsense. There is that Fanny 
Moor ; finely she has stigmatized herself !-~ 
I am sure, she was old enough to know 
better. And that indefetigable flirt, Sally 
Drury ! — I really do n^t think there is much 
harm in her j though peoplie do say there is 
(and sofhe af&rm it exceeding positive) j but 
I am not one of those extreme censorious 

people : I But it is not for me to ego- 

tise, and praise myself. . ^ • . But, as I was a 
saying, Sally Drury is going to play the 
fool, and give herself; and pretty fortune, 
to that blinking, half-witted coxtomb. Cor- 
net Mervin : — this is a real fact. I cannot 
conceive why she is so exceeding silly ; for 
she might do much better. To be sure, 
there are some awkward reports ; and folks 

do say But what signifies what people 

say, who are excessive fond of scandal ? • . . • 
Poor thing ! I fear she is but in a bad state 
of health ; for she has lately got very thin 



142 

acid dragged in the face, and pale, and yet 
extreme corpulent too ; and that, I fear, 
cannet be healthful ;'' and Mrs. Helen 
ceased, with a look of meek,* unsuspecting 
innocence. 

None of the ladies choosing to take up the 
topic Mrs. Crabtree had anxiously given them,- 
the conversation turned updn fashions. At 
length the visitors all took leave ; Lady Dela- 
more first promising to meet them at Sedley 
theatre, in the evening, in compliance with the 
wishes of Lady Selina. 
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CHAPTER Vll. 

Mr. Temple attended the ladies of Dela- 
xhore castle to Sedley theatre ; which was 
nothing more than a large barn, now inge- 
niously fitted up for dramatic representations. 
Julia had never been before in any theatre : 
— abroad, through the malice of Mrs. St. 
Clair ; and in England,- when the kindness 
of Doctor Sydenham would have taken her, 
both to the play and opera, the weather 
was too sultry for the good doctor to ven- 
ture, and our heroine would not go without 
him. Now, therefore, she was all-anxious 
impatience to see the representation of a 
drama J as in reading many, particularly 
those of our own matchless bard, she had 
befen much delighted. She now found her- 
self packed into something like a bin, upon 
the stage, looking down upon a very crowded 
and respectably filled pit^ waiting, with ardent 
solicitude, for the curtain to rise, and' shew 
her wonders. 

Nothing could induce Lady Theodosia to 
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take a front seat, she so much feared annoy- 
ance from ihe foot-lighis n n < .. "f^»o^> 
so her ladyship rem-i- o*: •^'^ ae with 

Mr. Temple: while L;** :;: /^clamorc and 
Selina, with Julia, occui^icd very conspi* 
cuous places in the front* In the opposite 
stage-box was Mrs. Fermor, with her party : 
and numberless ladies filled the other boxes> 
which Lady Iheodosia affirmed wer^- die 
farmer's corn bins. 

The curtain, at length, arose; and Julians 
heart beat quick, her checks glowed a Ver- 
million tint, and her eyes sparkled with ex^ 
pected pleasure* The performance was, 
** A Cure for the Heart-^cb /' and the pretty 
cottage, with the fraternal affection evince4 
by honest Frank Oatlands for his interest!* 
ing sister Jesse, delighted our heroine, and «he 
panted to see more* 

At the conclusion* of the third scene, th« 
attention of the audience was called from 
the stage,' to observe the long-withed^&r 
entrance of a great number of officers,, bothr 
cavalry and infantry, who now came dash<> 
ing in. Many of them were forced to. coa- 
tent themselves with standing room la- the 
pit; whilst others, rxkote fortunate, were 
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gradoiRly MGommodated % ^s^ei;^ oUi|^ 
ing ladies of gr^ac forw^sl^ who^ aiiguriiig 
tb^ difficulty of fiading comfiort^le {)lau:e8 
the dfijfenderg of their coiuttry musl ilMttif 
tarily oicountfiary had ki&dty a*d considcti 
ately kept room for them. 

The .officers had scarcely dntercd, whett 
oa^ <^ the hAtidsoiMBt and mou el^gaofp 
loold^g among the cayakys darted frpm hii 
^Qsapamw^^ uid in a momeM was in Lady 
Pdlamoffe's box^ to {«y fais oonydifnenti^ 
Lmdy Tfaeodosia received him gradoudy^ 
Isdf Seliaai fieorafuUy: and when the for- 
meft \nteh gloayii^ cheeks^ announced him 
to ^er motlier, u Ifyy^ Mandef iUe, Lady 
DekwUve^ ¥ety well rememberiiig hiod, adt 
dr^ed fliij» wilh j^asing affiatbility. A^or 
|iftinikViUe» perfecdy ^snis^ed with the re<- 
fsepiioa he «iet with, took the vacant deat by 
L#dy Theodosia, where he ernvtintted the 
M«iefiider of the perfo^rmasiee: nor could 
Jidia (whea ihe lall of the drop» after eiach 
act, permitted her to observe what was ^Or 
aqg (o]Hvai?4 am^i^ the audftsmce) avoid 
moxiAmsig >how it could posubly be, that 
Lady Theodpsia could appear to tf^e m 
Buieb;«p)e^i3iure iU ihe conves^atlan of a map 
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Ti^om, in the monung, she had declated^-^' 

* • to sec twice, was quite 'o£ten enough * 

Our heroine's conspicuous situation, ren« 

• * •*■.••> 

oered her an. object of immediate observa^ 

tioh; and therefore, to the men, of instant 

admiration. Few of the sons of 'Mars 

looked* at any thing but Julia; and JuEa 

scarcely looked at any thing except the 

• * w • • • 

(>erformance. The unec|ui vocal admirati(»i 
which our heroine inspired, was no sooner 
perceived by Mrs. Crabtree, and some other 
ladies (mothers, with daughters on hand} 
and spinsters, on the verge of despair), than 
they ingeniously strove to destroy it^' all at 
once, ^by buzzing about the story circulated 
by Mrs. Crabtree, from the instructions of 
Mrs. Ward (whom Lady Selina had dis- 
patched, for that malicious plirpose, to her 
dear friend Helen, while the family were at 
dinner) ; and' the constant answer now wa«^ 
lo each of the officers who demanded-^ 
<^ li that Ipvely creature -was a Lady South* 
erland?"-^- 

^ « Oh d«ir, no ! — that is a nobody, who 
ou^t not to be brought into company.—** 
An advertising pidventuress ; wbo> through 
that channel, aiftd a plausible taie eO^mm^ 
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worked upon Uie feelings of Lord Ashgrove 
and Lady Delamore, to protect her." This 
report, most certainly , destroyed the con* 
sequence of our heroine ; but could not 
lessen the attractions of her fascinating 
charms. 

Not like her sister 's» was the generous 
l)Ofiom of Lady Theodosia actuated; for 
very shortly after the entrance of Major 
MandevlUe, she said to him — 

^^ I think I shall have the triumph, to. 
nighty of converting you to an opinion of 
mine. Do you recollect an argument we 
had in town, relative to beauty? — ^You be- 
lieved, that perfect symmetry of features 
destroyed expression. Now prepare ; for, 
by the aid of resistless magic, I will charm 
away this bigotted persuasion. — Hie, presto !'^ 
and she touched our heroine upon the 
shoulder, who instantly turned round. 

** Why do you look so grave?'* asked her 
ladyship. 

Julia smiled, spontaneously. — ^^ I was think- 
ing, for the poor old baronet, how much sad 
thing it is, in the close of his days, to be 
deprived, from all, his great deal wanted, 
comforts." 

* • 
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^^ And yc\i looked as woeful, as tf all wa§ 



true." 



** I did feel sfd, as if, h was/' said Julhu 
" What, then, would become of you, if 
you were to see a firagedy, well performed?** 
** Why ! is not this, very finely acted ?** 
Lady Theodosia laughed; So did Lady 
pelamore, Mr. Temple, and Major Mande« 
Ville. Julia shook her head, and smiled* — 
"Ah! I do fear,'* she said, •* I much, sadly, 
expose myself for you, who have, so great 
deal better, information ; but pray, pfay, 
make not destruction, for my delusioil. I 
think it, for excellence; and my much ig- 
norance, possesses advantage one, even 
over your knowledge — the magic, for first 
feelings.*' 

Our heroine was now, again, all attention 
to the drama ; and Lady Theodosia enquired^ 
from Major Mandeville, *' Had she charmed 
him to her opinion ?** 

•* Tour power for charming is, I own, 
too potent for resistance,^ replied the major. 
'^i feel that it is, indeed, with magic you 
have assailed me ; and scarcely know which 
charm I have fbund mq^t forcible— the 
beauteous £ice of sensibility you shewed to 



ixi0t pr tha mMphlosf mind, imtaiatcd by 
euvjy or any Utdenefs, that urged you to 
(Kspbyic." 

Major Maudeville was now thoughtfully. 
sUmit; and Lady Theodosia, blu&hiog at 
his approbation'^ hastened to announce what 
fiunily Mifs De Clifbrd was of; mentioned 
^r having a handiome fortune^ and that 
she was the ward of Lord Ashgrovf, en* 
tf rifted by htm to h«r mother s cart. 
. A$ the play adiraneed^ JuUa found her-^ 
•elf mon tt|teieitad«'~Foor Jesse* forsaken, 
by her lovert and Tpuog Rapid's tw>okw 
and disquietude, while preparing for his 
ipMTii^e with the uoamiable heiress; vi- 
l^rMed too painfully upon her own responsive 
feelings. Sho became pale as death; and, 
i|dib hf r heart torn with sensaticH^s ahnosir 
too poignant for concealment* she now 
turned her bead from the stagey and leaned 
it against a post» with downcast eyes> an4 
scarcely conscious where she was. — ^ U 
tbis» cure for the heart<-ach?" she mentally 
said. ^* Alas! I find it not cure for mine i*' 
^d te^rs were rushing to her eyes, when 
terrified reason intervened, and commanded 
back her j|elf-|>ossessio9» She $trugg]kd 

h3 
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vihh nef feelings, resolved to conquer; 
but Larly Delamore, having perceived her 
change of countenance, tenderly demanded 
the cause. 

Julia blushed deeply; hesitated a mo* 
ment, and then said tren»ulously — ^* I — I 
have looked, too long for the play. I had 
rather not, to look, any more 5 for— for, it 
has made me, not exceedingly, well." 

" The heat has overcome you ; and 'the 
smell of those terrible candles^ my dear 
child!" said Lady Delamore, now £a(miing 
her tenderly, and sprinkling h*r with laven* 
dcr-water. 

Major Mandeville brought a glass of watery* 
and Lady Theodosia held it to Julia's lips, 
while she drank some of it.— " Come," said 
her ladyship, "now delusion is pait (for I 
am grieved to see, this illness is no delusion), 
you muSt come and sit by me. It is those odi- 
ous foot-lights, which have made you ill : — I 

said, they would be death to you Mr# 

Temple will have the goodness to change 
places with you.'* 

Our heroine, now, removed to a back 
seat; when, studiously inattentive to the 
performance, and struggling, with resi^less 
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resolutipn, to overcome the agitation of her 
feelings, she was insensibly won, by the 
kind exertions of Lady Theodora, to joia 
in her lively conversation with Major Man- 
deville: so that by the time the entertain- 
nient (which was the Padlock j commenced, 
Julia had sufficiently recovered her spirits 
to attend to it; when she was soon con- 
vinced of delusion being, indeed^ past, and 
v^ considerably amused by the musical 
powers of the squalling Leonora, the bawl- 
ing Mungo, and croaking Leander. 

On the return of our little party to the 
castle, they were much astonished to find 
'l4ord Delamore up, and waiting, in the 
supper-ropm, for their return; and those 
who knew him be&t, still more amazed, to 
perceive hq was in a cheerful mood. His 
lordship graciously condescended to enquire 
'* How they had been enlertained ?" And, 
in defiance of his habitual gravity and bau- 
t^n seemed infinitely diverted at the ac- 
qoiint Lady Theodosia gave, with much 
humour, of the very .indifferent performance, 
and poor Julia*s ecstasy at ic, conceiving it 
superexcellent. 

*« ^ut you forgetj Lady Theodosia^ to re- 

H 4 
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late the exbibttiott of that prettily arranged^ 
'well*timed^ indi^xyskionof Miss de Cli6bfd's/' 
^aid Ladj Selkia, sarcastically. 

<* No indisposition can be w^tf'timed/' re- 
lied Lady Theodosia, angrily ; " any more 
than the remarks of envy and ill-nature.— « 
Poor Miss De CHSbrd, my lord, not accustom- 
ed to any fbiiig of the kind, overcome by the 
almost pestilential atmosphere^ from th6 
crowd and the fetid candles. . • r /* ' 

' ^ Death and furies!" exclaimed his lord^ 
ship, with eyes flashing flames, and stamps 
Ing his foot in a paroxysm of rage,— " And 
you, madam, urged ydur mother—your mo- 
ther, but just recovered from the fangs of 
death — ^to go to such an infernal place ! A 

pretty, dutiful exploit, I must confess ! 

Biit — but you care not, so you are amused^ 
what becomes of your mother :«-HUid such 
a mother as yours. Lady Theodosia, few 
young women are blessed with/* 
• *^ My dear lord l^' said the amazed Lady 
Delamore, ^' do not be disjileased with 
Theodosia ; for, I assure you, she had no« 
thing to say to my going to the }day to^ 
night." 
*^ I did not even express a wish to ^o^*' 
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wi4 My Tbqexlpm^'' Not \m wbat I 
9h(Mi hw^ bepa gs liMy to urg^ inmm^ 
fo go^ 99 wy o^9i and should assured^ 
1miy« ncr)^ oncii thougfit of tke corner 
queace ^r— though I chalkage any duld t^ 
love a I90th«r better* But U wa« $eliiia's 

^^ V«ry "wr^Il I vfry miU l^^$ ^Soytbor^ 
Iwd! (hrovr ypw i^h* froa» oof fiptb* 

other ! — ^Lady Selina tells me, in thf mor&f 

ingy U 'm$ Lady H^eodo^^a'^ party i md in 
the evening Lady Theodfim s^^^erts* it wai 
I«dy Bdm$.% I do f^ly wish you wpwl4 
condescead lo act a» geatlewometit iA)d ool 
deny your "oim /actions I ivond^ you did 
not ley your pretty dutiful toheine, of 
tddag yowr imdMnr la thai; prnttferow 
Uring fiopukhret upon Mi« De ^MardA 
indiom yon must ate is t09 imialely 4 gendft 
voms(|i to ccotrsdict yoot" 
: «^My dear fotberl" said JUdgr Ilieod^f 
sb, smiling, *^ Miss De Clifford, is the laet.^ 
wammx upon eardi, esu^oepc mj nother^ 
ii4iim I Mtmdd attompi to lay my Mi§^ 
«fK)|i:r*«4M<:aQae^o ^ae would heUevf jm/* : 
f^ I an glad yoiir> penetrntioa «o veUiftr 
somctryou,'^ npliiadJier,£^^ 

a &» 
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« Oil, dear!*' said Lady Theodotta^ with 
a coaxing air, *^ how I wish yottr lordship's 
penetration would instruct you now, and 
tell you how much, how very milch, I want 
^ou to oblige me !" 

*^ Lady Theodosia! Lady Theodosia! I am' 
^t to be jested with.— -Is this a time, when 
you see me so disturbed by your imprudent 
neglect of your mother's health, to ask me to 
oblige you ?'' 

** It is the very best time in the world, my 
^ lord." — ^Do n't you know, when you confer a ' 
favour, your heart, at the moment, always 
softens with the impulse of your kindness to 
the person you oblige ? So, by this well- 
timed stroke of generalship in me, I shdl 
have two obligations conferred on me :-^he 
iGi'St, a wish of my fancy, which I ^hall hiaffi* 
ten to tell you ; the second, the wish of my 
heart, for your being no longer angry with 
me, " said I^dy Theodosia, with a beseeching 
look. 

^Something like a smile played (or radi^ 
attempted to pHty) round Lord Delamore's 
mouth ; but, unwilling to be pleased, he 
seeiqed with infinite pains to continue the 
tanishing sternness upon his brow. ^^ What,'! 
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h& . asked) ^'J is this rn^hty wish of your 
fancy ?^-*Soinethiiig eccentric, or absurd, I 
doubt not.*' 

* *^ A little of the former^ perhaps, my lord. 
—I want you to give a most auperb aad dashp- 
ingbalL" 

Had a cannop baU issued from his daugh-; 
ter's xnonxhy through his ears, it could 
not have more completely electrified his lord* 
ship : he started up, snatched at the chair he 
had beea sitting on, dashed it down with fury;, 
then re-^eated himself,, ia an almost frensy oJT 
j^ssion.- — 
^^ Lady Theodosia [ — such, such - insults,. 

from a child to a parent • To be made a 

jest of! Your ridicule ! your — » 

your " 

" Indeed, my lord, I meant not to insult 
you. It was not me^ but Fame, uho. hgs 
turned you into ridicule/' 

" S 'death ! — hey ! what ! speak. Lady 
Theodosia !?— What has Fame said of me?" 
esclaimed his lordship,, almost inarticur 

lately.. 

" You know, my lord, the very elegant 
and expen^ve ball Sir Timothy Goldswortk 
lately gave I — So. • 
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^ He !— -a puppy ! an upstart inoiigrcl!— 
What, what ba^l did he presume to give dii» 
respectable neighbourhood ?* 

•' Oh ! I forgot it was during your lord* 
slitp^s illness, and therefore you possibly; 
heard notlung of it: but it was very su« 
perb.— -The lodge, and roads through the 
park, beautifully illuminated; — ^awning, for 
half a mile, fancifully decorated; — and afl^ 
and every thing within, brilliant hi the ex^ 

treme Now, my lord, some witling 

has thought proper to draw a parallel be- 
tween the man of no family, and the great 
lord. In one column, is stated, what sir 
knight has done; in the other, what my 
lord has not done, nor has bospitaiity enough 
to do/' 

^' And who shewed you this infemous 

libel r 

'^ No one, my lord, dare so insult me* 
But, without meaning to listen, one some- 
times h so placed as to hear that not in- 
tended for our ears to catch. — Mt. Tempfe 
and myself were in exactly such a situation 
this evening.*' 

" And what did you collect. Temple ?'* ' 

* 

" Exactly what her bdyship has- stated.** 
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^ant," said Lady Theodoeia, ^ I had a flwdk 
that yott diotttd MHp^e this eastern star ; cx# 
tingnisk his brightnesf^ by jcmr aqpetior 
apKsndour; aad give the * lie dirccC tot 
Shmder and Malice. So I arranged, in my 
^wn lOHidy a idiib, that yoo wouid^ to-nor^ 
row morning, go and pay your compfinaenta 
to the officers now in Sedley harracks } thai 
you wotsld then invite them to dinner, as Sirf 

Tinsothy did ; and '' i 

« D^ ^n! Sir Timothy I'^exchinied Lord 
lBd[amor6, dashing his wine-glass against 
the table.— ^^ Am I not only to be thwarted ' 
by that mushroom^ tiiat Uood-sudker, that* 
scourge to humui kind, in every county 
meeting, but he must presume to cope with 
the k>Td of Ddaffliore caatle, in ins mode 
of living ?«.•••• But I well guess his motive, 
and the malice of that libel :^^ and siow 
starting from his seat, he darted to a betl» 
tdiich he rang with v^^menoe. A serranc 
"appeared, to whom he gave orders for his 
<urrick to he ready by eleven o'clock the iA^ 
lowing morniftg : and, after a pause, he aJA- 
^ftressed Lady Delamore :---i* : -l 

' *^MadMn, wiU ywi have the^obdo^s i# 
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bbl^e'me; by arraagvAg for the mofti sump* 
taous and eKpen.^iye gala ev^xgiy ta in^^gr 

oounty The lodg^ tbc ro^s^ iUiimki- 

ated only ! — trumpery ! SMteth 1 I 11 have 
iambeaoi' smck all rautul tke park»^aUs^ 
Eve y. tree shall have its^ ce^n^teHataoa ; and 
the castle shall be covered wkh. ligb^B^. from 
ks base to its pediment*'' 

•* If you really wish . to , have a gala^ • tof 
lord, readily will I superintend the arrai)ge- 
ments for it; but, indeed^ I see no^ cause 
why: you should' condescend to vie widi 4Jii8 
very contemptible nabob ; " said Lady Delai> 
more, mildly. 

- *' Vie.! madam! S*deathl— Do you^, too> 
mean to insult me^ madam, by ^uch a gro«> 

jieling idea I Vie ! — No :, I '11 cirush the 

atom ;-7— extinguii^» at once, this glow- 
worm j" replied his lordship, Ipftily^ Then, 
after a pau^e, be calmly added: ^^ Lady 
Delamore, I cond^dend to craish this grul>^ 
who has/ .toiled through every stage of inl- 
qnity* and meanness, to accumulate his 
wealth — not merely for the debasing idea, 
of not bding oytd^ne by him in pomp. 
No; Lord Delamore is still Lord Delamore^ 
though he confines himself to the cell of an 
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ftiichbrk* Bm ^s'i» an iftqpbrjtaat hudmm^ 
You remember the approaching - ^ssolutioa 
of patKiment '; and di& h an dectio^eerlng 
mine, ihai is laid to destroy (or, at leasQ 
weaken) any interest in the county.^' 

^^ Oh ! ' how fijrcnnate," exclaimed Lady 
Theodoaia, *^ my discorery'of tins Mr. Gvqr* 
or we should have had the H<nise of Coo^ 
mons blown up out of our family for evei^ 
and ^ Sir Timothy occupying the place of St. 
Orville in the senate. And my dear p^a 
rewards the discoverer of this plot, by a 8i»* 
perb bail V\ . . • . . 

^^ My lord^" said Lady Delamore, ^' abom 
what tinie should you wish to have this 
hallP' 

Lord Delamore considered for a moment. 
-A snule — now^ nothing like cpvnterfeit^ 
for it came from his heart — ^illumined his 
whole countenance; and Julia, remember- 
ing what Lady Delamore had said about 
his smile, now observed its effect, and be- 



held, with astonishment, how transcendent 
ly handsome it made him look* — ^^ It shall 
be on the fourth of August,'' sajd bis lordr 
ship. :., L 

A shriek of joy turst frqm Ladjy Del*- 



aOK^s Jbcan^ but was bdtf rcfiessfld iiiita 

^^ I>oc$9 does aiy jbrd recoflcet wiut i»w 
^ular day that is?'^ adud Lady DdauAnre^ 
trembling widi anxiety. 
' ^ Moat fier&ctly, Eauty-^it is the aimi- 
Hrtrsary of St. OttiHc's hfath. 0|ith«t dayQ 
«ir gaUant bby will, I trust, cooipletB has 
Mrenty-second year/' 

r Tears of unexpected joy and kteat hope 
strayed down the cheeks of Ladies Ddar 
•aoie and Theadosia, and Mr. Temple; 
Julia, too, was sensibly afiiectedj and the 
moisture of syinpathy added liisturf to her 
heaiitiful eyes: while Lady Selina^ after 
three or four attempts to extract a tear, be* 
.pOBk to whimper, and said-^ 

^^ I must comfeis, it is very unkind, er. 
father cnset, in my ^lear parents, not to de* 
^ermine upon an eariier asmiversary: pardp 
cttlorly, as it will be the l^st I siuU have 
file happiness of being imder fbdr fostering 
'<tee.** 

•^ It & true,*' sMd Lady Dehmiore, wilji 
a deep sigh of regret, a^ any obstntctidn ti 
the auspicious compliment intended by«hir. 
4oili to' iier adw*d abdeiit thUd^^ It is 
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reiy tni^ my lordi; and it could only be 
frcmk inadrertence that the last fairth^day of 
Lady SeHna SoQtherland was not named by 
yoa.** 

'^ P^haw \ nonsense I S^na V* replied 
Lord Delaniore^ petulantly.— «^^ Are we not 
going to celcterte your nupdala? and why 
should we not think of yonr absent hro« 
thcr?** 

Lady Selba sobbed, conYuldvely.-*-*^ Ah } 
I see how it is/* she said :««*'^ some snake 
in tfie grass has aUenated your once kind and 
valued affection from me V*-^ and she looked 
widi an accusing eye at her sister. 

<^ Really/' returned Lady Tfaeodosta, high* 
ly indignant at this artful attempt to im» 
pede fhe softening kindness of Lord Delar 
more to her beloved brother, ^^ had I been 
inclined. Lady Selina, to call ii^ the aid of 
those wily creatures, i should have been 
pofi^ed to find-— what has beeii so long exclu^ 
srrely monopolised by you.** 

" Theodosia, desist, 1 de^re you!*' ex-* 
claimed Lady Delamore.^— ^. And allow mcj 
my ksrd, to make it my request, that this gate 
be given in tioroptimtot to Sefiha/' 

Lord Delamore made no reply for a few^ 
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moments ; at length he said— *^' I am not 
now to learn your superior excellence^ jLady. 
Delamore. I ,feel, I ought not to grant this 
amiable request of yours ; but, as // is ycur 
f equest, it must be ccffliplied with/' . .... 

Again he paused, ^^ But Selina's hirth<«^ 

dayis.so annoyingly near^ there is no time for 
extraordinary preparaticms*** 

f * We must only, then, aid time by increased 
^gence aiid activity/' 9aid Lady Dekmare, 
fitmling with ineffable awoetn^ess. . . ; 

Lord Delamore gazed dn her. in jdelighle4 
tenderness, vainly endeavouring to conceal ip^ 
8el£ At length, he spok^, in a Low aa4 hue* 
ri'ed tone^ indicative of strong . fe^iog s — 
** The t»antry shall have z.g^y on Alfr^d'l 
birth-day, I am d^fermined ; and HQt t^^nywf 
request, EmMy, shall prevent it.' • 

Lady Dekmore looked with, grateful joy, 
and half-dormant. a^ectioq,. at h^r lord ; an4 
thus terminated anucably..an ari'aiig^pjcait 
which began most inauapi^iously., Xhesuc^ 
ceedin^ day,. Lord Delamore waited upon the 
officers at ^diey i invited '^,^in to d^er : 
and Lady Delamore b^a9» - with avidity, all 
the necessary pneparajtieaf ■ for thp; apgroach- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

a 

It was the fifth evening after our heroine*iit 
arrival at Delambre ca.stle, that she accom* 
panied Lady Delzmore, and the Ladiel 
Southerland, attended by the amiable Mr* 
Temple, to a card assembly, at Sedley. 
^ On- entering the rooms, they found, cofc 
lected there, nearly an hundred ladies ; threi 
6ld clergymen ; two elderly physicians ; oni 
captain, in a garrison battalia (fathei" of t 
grown«Up fattily) ; Mr. George Beaumont 4 
and an old bachelor, hall-pay Untenant of 
the navy, bearing the fionourable trophy of a 
wooden leg. 

.^^ Heavens 1" exclaimed Lady Selina^ 
^^ what a group ! I shall certainly die of 
ennuu'* 

** Most assuredly not of love !** said Lady 
Theodora. 

AH the company now flocked arouhd the 
Delamore party, to pay their respects,: to 
collect fa&ioni from Lady Selina*s l%ht 
drapery, or to stare at Jtilia, who was now^ 



164 

with much marked reapect^ introduced, by 
Lady Delamore, to dozens of matrons, gos« 
sipping spinsters, and misses. 

Lady Selina drstwied out, ^^ She would go 
into the tea-room, and try to banish the in- 
fuence of emfuff by a potqit cup of V^sk ojh 
twee;" and a detaehmiieat oyf soiiseis niafcb<» 
fd after her, kd on t^y Miss Hf4f n Crabk 
tfce. 

Doctor Floy4 (on^ of thie phy^daw) now 
Xepstcd ifady Thfodo^ «pd advised ber^ 
f < If gh^ loved good tfn, to 9Q«ure it, >ry goiaK 
t^ the fountiin^a hwd»'* X^tof Floyd 
yaa a widower* with m ^ireelleai: houses 
f eomfortstble chariot apd fakf mA m 
easy foTMMi: b^ Kved hmffiiMyi wm v^ry 
eheerfiil; a perpetual joker ^ and all Hm 
spinsters in Sedley had been, with great kh 
dustry and persevemnce, setting their ily-eaps 
Iknd turbans at him» without effect, for the 
last thirty years : — " But no,'' he always told 

thwi, " it won't do, my ^th. Old birds 

are not to be caught with chaff, . I got my 
iiead, by a lud^y bit, out of the bsdtor ; and 
I % take care not to pop tt in again.'' 

Xiady Tfaeodotia took this alhuSng swaln*$ 
^vice $ and, with Julia Icaaiog .oa her arm# 



and ttcQi^ted by^ Doctor Hoyd, site haBteaal 
CO the '^ fonntak's liead:" ancl now aol a 
young itomaa Waft t6 be feiind in the ca*4« 
ffoom, Ibt in Lady Theodo6ia*« train weni 
all those whatn Lady Mmk had fafled M| 
attract. 

And «io«r^ in tUi small tn-roma^ lh< 
ttissea {^rattled away incessantly, or gil^Ie^ 
at the jests of Sdaor Floyd^ \Aikch% witli 
the very same nods^ winks, and shrugs^ ha 
r49ca{>ifiulated^ far their amusement, at every 
tiMmng* 

At length, an order for damb-sbow was 
issued, by d^ arrival of the oiScers ; a nmnt- 
ber of mhom now entered the tea-room, in 
quest of the -juvenile monbers of the as^ 
semb!y% Silence tvas note as universal, al 
ft generisii adjustment of dress^ and a display 
of graces, llie ladies who had pretty (|imt 
pies, smikd sp<mtaneously ^ those who had 
hsoidsome t^eth, did nlore'^diey laughed 
outright (though nobody knew, at what)) 
and those who had good profiles^ turned 
their chin to one shoulder, whichever was 
most eligible for effect. Miss Susan Beau# 
monl had a remarkably pretty hand and 
nrm ; and) iidth her glove off, shn |odih 
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iS<Ais\y hetSr one out, across a table, to get 
some sugar. Miss Harriet Neville, whose 
ttooat was well turned, reformed the situa* 
tion of her necklace* Miss Charbtte^Hov 
divided her hair with more becoming neg- 
ligence, to display her white forehead, and 
handsome brows. Mrs. Helen Crabtree 
hickily found out that she had better put 
On her glove, as her hand looked rather 
red : and Lady Selina, in a most langubh-> 
ingly pretty attitude, looked with a half- 
repressed yawn, indicative of carelessness, 
at the portrait of a hunter, that fortunately 
hung up in the room, and which she had 
often before attentively observed upon simi- 
lar occasions. In short, the n^ajority of the 
ladles contrived to appear inattentive to the 
entrance of those for whose arrival. they had 
been anxiously watching. 

Most of the officers flocked to the stand- 
iurd of the Ladies Southerland and Miss De 
Clifibrd. They had returned the visit of 
Lord Delamore ; but none of the ladies then 
mett visible. Major Mandeville now acted 
as master of the. ceremonies ; and among 
the first he' introduced to them, was Lord 
Lindoie, a v«ry pleasing, interesting^look- 
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ing young man, whom Jofia recognised at 
a gentlemaB who had joined Ma^or Maad6* 
viUe when they quitted their box at the 

theatre, * and ' had handed her to the car* 

. ..... 

nage. 

At length, they all adjourned to the card* 
room^ where many cassino and round tables 
Ix^ere now added to those already formed. 
Lady Theodosia dedat^d, Jiilia must play. 
JujKa scarcely knew. the appropriate names 
even of the court-cards ; and had never at- 
tempted to play, except once, with the 
little Goodwins,, who had declared she pos* 
sessed no genius that way. By our heroine's 
description of the game she had been initi- 
ated into the mysteries of. Lady Theodosia 
conjectured it must be commerce; and de- 
ter mined to play at it, for the purpose of 
amusing herself with poor Julia's naivete. 
Soon a very large party was formed ; as a 
number of the men, and consequently the 
misses', were candidates for playing at Lady 
llieodosia's table. 

' Our heroine's mistakes were innumerable ; 
and her ar^lessness fasiE^ihated every one, 
but the enviou$. She set about the business 
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iritli tli« «€rioiiffle|s of a llomaa seaatw^ or 
as if the was about to study some pro&un4 
science ; and wb^ she found Lcflrd Lifidoreg 
and several offiuers^ were aB^ious to tbrow 
good cards into her hand, she kept ber 
lards secure from every eyei widi the oiost 
scrupulous care ; and iiow, enttf^ly acting 
from her own judgment, faer errors mss9 
abundant ; but still she had bao|rler's suc» 
cess, and out-lived every <me, but an ancient 
spinster, named Sourby, who had toiled 
widi indefatigable attention and skill to ob- 
tain the prize. Miss Sourby had three lives, 
Julia only one. Julia was deak sure hands i 
and Miss Sourby went up twice successive-^ 
ly. Miss Sourby^s friends proposed die di* 
vision of the pool; but Miss Sourby, de- 
pending upon our heroine's injudicious play, 
rejected the proposition ; and Julia woga th# 
whole. 

^^ The vexation of Mjss Sourby baffled con- 
4;eal9ieAt } and tears of i^pite amd anger could 
scarcely be restrained. The contents of thi 
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pool ^ord Lindme phced before Julia, who 
touched it not. She blushed; looked at jhe 
money^ then, at Misis Sourby} seemed very 



vMzsy; and at last precipitately arose^ went 
to Lady I>eIamorej whom she earnestly and 

cautiously whispered — 

" They tell, to me, I have won money - 
a great deal ; — ^every body's money, of the 
table 5 — and that it iff, for mine : but I can* 
not, at all, take it; for a lady there is, in 
so very much of grief, for not winning k^ 
that I a great deal fear, she is in excead- 
ingly bad distress for money ; so I wish for 
her to have it, as I do n't, now, want it, you 
know, dear Lady Delamore ; but I am too . 
ashamed, to ask for her, to take it.^ — Will you 
have the goodness, to tell' for me, how to 
manage ?'* 

With difficulty Lady Di^lamore repressed a 
laugh ; but, with assumed gravity, she replied 
— ** You must put the money into your purse 
now, my love ; and to-morrow I will arrange 
this business for you*'* 

Julia, thanking Lady Delamore, returned- 
to the table, and with glowing cheeks ^nd 
unwilling hand, pocketed the money, which 
she could not feel ' reconciled to taking from 
strangers; for although she had «een cards 
played at Z., she had not attended to the 
pecuniary part of the amusement : and added 

VOL, II. i 
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to her naturalfy-awakened shame^ was seri- 
ous concern at prolonging Miss Sourby's dis- 
tress until the morrow. 

Julians earnest whisper, and Lady Dela- 
more's evident repressed risibility, awakened 
the curiosity of Lady Theodosia so much, 
that she requested her mother to tell her 
Julia's secret. Lady Delamore complied ; 
and her daughter hastened to impart the 
climax of our heroine's unskilfulness la the 
Art of gaming to Lord Lindore, and Major 
Mandeville, who failed not to relate it to 
those who had been charmed by Miss De 
Clifford's .artlessness, and diverted by Miss 
Sourby's rage and spleen. 

The commerce-table was now bro^e up . 
and as there were many young people present, 
who infinitely preferred dancing to cards, 
permission from the matrons was obtained 
for the introduction of one of the regimental 
bands ; and the b^U-foom being quickly lit 
up, wa3 soon thrown open for the reception 
of the dancers 4 

But whilst waiting for the arrangement 
of this gay business, Lady Theodosia and 
Juliai > standing near . a card-table, heard 
Captain Neville (the garrison-battalion cap- 
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tain already mentioned), whilst a deal caused 
a pause in the game, say — 

*^ I really think, in such times as these, a 
mysterious man> like this, ought to be at- 
tended to. No one knows him, or whence 
he came: he seems anxious to conceal his 
face J and the patch he wears over one eye, 
is evidently meant for disguise. His figure 
is strikingly fine, his air majestic, and every 
movement that of a man of fashion. His 
deportment is melancholy, in the extreme ; 
he never speaks, unless to have his wants 
gratified. 'He sleeps at Kidd, the glover's j 
comes here once a-day, for food ; but where, 
or how, he spends the rest of his time, no one 
can tell." 

Julia readily conjectured this must be their 
mysterious escort from town. Captain Ne- 
ville was speaking of; but was not allowed 
to hear more, as she was now summoned 16 
the ball-room. 

Sir Robert Raymond (a very fine, d^sh- 
jng young man, a major of dragoon) led 
Lady Selina Southerland out, to begin' the 
ball. Major Mandeville and Lady Theo- 
dosia followed; and every disengaged lady 
rested her eyes upon Lord Lindofe, wjiosd 
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eyes were rivetted upon our heroine, who 
was detained a few moments from the set 
by Lady Delamore, Nor was poor Jii!ia 
very anxious to break from her ladyship: 
—this part of the evening's amusement 
brought, too forcibly, to her remembrance 
the ball at Z.j and pained memory would 
have found more gratification in retiring to 
indulge in tears^ than to join in forced 
gaiety: but that indulgence, reason told 
her, was not to be obtained ; and reminded 
her of her duty, which ever led her to 
struggle against such torturing retrospec- 
tions. 

Julia's conference with Lady Delamore 
ended, the fluttering expectation of every 
ambitious miss was terminated, by one mor- 
tifying stroke ;—^Lord Lindore took the 
hand of the nobody, and led her to the set. 
The ladies, who had been undecided in their 
answers to the ^ gentlemen who had asked 
them to dance, > until his lordship was dis- 
posed of, now gladly accepted for a partner 
whosoever they could get, 

Ouy, heroine . was now to make her first 
public attempt in English dancing. In 
Italy, and at Paris, she had learned in the 
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Style of each country, to perfection. At 
the election ball at Z., in the beginning of 
thtit memorable evenhig, she had devoted 
herself to observation of the dancers, that 
she might know what to do ho^elf at the 
next ball she should be at. She beheld the 
amblers, the trotters, the jumpers, the ad- 
mirers of their own feet, the loungers, the 
sulkeys, the romp5, and the highflyers ; but 
none of them pleased her. The gra(ce and 
agility of Celestina Hargrave delighted her ; 
yet there was too much show-off in her 
style, to satisfy Julia : but Celestina's steps 
were beautiful ; and our heroine caught up 
many . of them, which she practised upon 
her return to town: — ^for upon Charles 
Goodwin's appointment to Irtdia, a dancing- 
master had been obtained to instruct him ; 
and when Doctor Sydenham entered into 
the family, he had the dancing-master 
changed for the most celebrated in London 
that Julia might join with Charles in taking 
lessons, with a hope of its amusing her . 
and during those six weeks of constant 
practice, and excellent instruction, she ac* 
quired all that was wanting to make her as 

I 3 
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graceful and elegant a dancer m England, 
as she had been at Paris and in Italy. 

Sir Robert Raymond appeared quite capr 
tivated by his fair partner : he declared his 
passion whout reserve ; nor seemed, by the 
tone of voice in which he announced it, to 
aim at its being a secret to the world. He 
talked df flames and darts ;-<-of icy hearts, 
and . flinty bosoms : then of daggers, and 
slow poison ;— of cupids, Venus, Hebe, the 
.graces. Hero, and Leander, the sun and 
. moon, evil stars, and evil destinies : folded 
his arms despondingly ; neglected his duty 
as a dancer with diligent care; sighed 
every minute : and at the conclusion of the 
-4. second dance, he announced his passion as 
incurable, and solicited ^' the happiness of 
her ladyship's hand/* — Lady Selina was ele- 
. vated to the highest pinnacle of gratified 
vanity — " for the fifth and sixth dance." 
Lady Selina was disappointed, and hum- 
bled ; but graciously acceded to his request. 
Julia's second partner, was Major Man- 
deville ; her next. Lord Lindore ; and then, 
notwithstanding numerous solicitations from 
the officers, and another engagement to Major 
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Mandeyllle ; she was so fatigued, that Lady 
Delamore would not allow her to dance any 
more. She sat down now, by her ladyship ; 
and Lord Lindore at her elbow, to the great 
envy of many a fair lady, w^ had deter- ^ 
mined to aim at his lordship's heart: but 
his undeviating attention to this advertising 
nobody (and her being nobody, her ig* 
norance of card playing plainly evinced), 
precluded the adoption of any of their 
projects. 

At length, the hour for separation ar« 
rived. Lady Delamore and her party re- 
turned to Delamore castle, leaving the de« 
spairing, love-stricken. Sir Robert, to pre« 
pare for the stygian ferry ; and Lord Lin* 
dore, and Major Mandeville, to the unmll'* 
ciful raillery of their brother officers, upon 
their marked attention to their lovely 
partners. 

Lady Delamore, next morning, informed 
our heroine upon the subject of card-play- 
ing ; and set Jier humane inquietude at rest, 
by telling her, " pecuniary embarrassment had 
no share in causing the regrets of Miss Sour- 
by at losing ; that lady having a large inde- 

pendent fortune." 

I 4 . 
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In /the course; of this morning, JuKa at- 
tended Ladies Delamore and Theodosia upon 
a round of visits ; and, among others, Avaited 
upon the Dowager-countess Lindore, whom 
they found settled in an old large mansion, 
beautifully situated upon the beach at Sedley^ 
which was usually let to those who visited 
this rising bathing-place. 

Her ladyship was much pleased with her 
present accommodations ;---as she should be 
enabled to entertain more, company than 
usual, and with more comfort. This ve- 
ner^le, cheerful, and very pleasing dow^ 
ager, received Lady Delamore and her 
daughter with much politen^s, and api- 
parent cordiality; but her reception of Julia 
^s cold, and bespoke restraint and uneasi- 
ness mingled; and, though her conversation 
was principally directed to Lady Delamore, 
Julia engaged her whole thoughts, and the 
greatest part of her attention. Through 
her spectacles, her eyes were attracted to 
our heroine ; — she gazed on her incessantly ; 
attended to every word she uttered; watch- 
ed every movement ; and the more she ob- 
served her, the more serious she became: 
and at length she grew so evidently ab- 
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tracted in her conversation, that Lady Dela- 

mor^ made a motion for t^ing leave. 

** One moment, I pray. Lady Dejamor^^ 
aIlo\y me to detain you/' said I^dy Lindore^ 
with quickness.—" I have some very beauti- 
ful work now in hand> which I design for one 
of my granddaughters, who is shortly tp be 
married. These are young ladies of genuine 
taste, I see, by the elegant simplicity of their 
style of dress ; and I should be very happy 
to have their opinion of my fancy, — Will 
you oblige me, young ladies, s^d accom*^ 
pauy my friend, Mrs. Benson, to th^ VF^" 
room ?" 

Lady Theodosia and Julia attended the re* 
spectable companion of Lady Lindore, to see 
very beautiful work ; in real admiration df 
which they were some tinxe .engaged : and 
the interval of their absence was eagerly made 
use of by Lady Lindore, who frankly addressed 
Lady Delamore : — ... 

^, " You see, my dear madam," she said 
*^ I have taken the liberty of sending your 
daughter, and your prafegSe^ out of the 
room ; and I have done so, that I might 
speak to you upon a subject I was mi^ditat- 
ing to write to you abput. I believe. Lady 

I 5 



178 

f 
t 

Delamore, my grandson is seriously capti- 
vated by Miss Dc Clifford. He returned 
from the theatre in raptures abo\it her ; and 
last night, from the rooms, perfectly fas- 
cinated. He keeps no secret from mej and 
he has told 'me,' his heart is gone for ever. 
I wjas'in grfeat hopes it was only a littFe 
transient admiration, mistaken by him for 
love; but I have now seen her, and am con- 
vinced 1 have nothing to hope. 

. •^ Lindore's fortune is large, and unem- 
barrassed; — therefore, he has no reason to' 
be^w a thought upon money in his wife. 
I have ever wished his aflfections to be 
placed upon an amiable object, whose so- 
ciety, and perfections, might constitute his 
happiness ; but still I have fondly hoped, 
he would not quite overlook family: and 
this lovely protegee of yours. Lady Dela- 
more, I — I . . . .You will, I trust, excuse 
me ;— -but all 1 have heard is from report • . . • 
My boy affirms, her fanifly is noble ; but a 
lady, a Mrs. Crabtree, who called upon me 
today — and many other ladies, who are all 
in one story, and talking of nothing but 
this fascinating young beauty: but I select 
Mrs. Crabtree for my authority j she having 
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declared herself the attached friend of one 

of your daughters^ and therefore must know 
something of your family — She, madam, 
declares, ^ that the benevolence of your 
heart has led you to be imposed upon by an 
artful emigrant, who was first introduced to 
your family through the channel of an ad- 
ivertisement j when insolence in her, to your 
elder daughter, prevented any thing from 
being, at that time, done for her ; but that 

since, she deceived you, and " 

" .Never, • madam,** replied Lady Dela- 
more, with impressive dignity.—" The ami- 
able granddaughter to the fourteenth Earl 
of Castlehaven, the daughter to the gallant 
Frederick De Clifford, never deceived any 
one. Julia De Clifford, madam, is nobly 
descended. She resided with • her maternal 
grandmother (who was of the Montmorenci' 
family) until that lady's death ; when her 
guardian. Lord Ashgrove (the dearest friend 
her father had), adopted her for his own. 
child, and placed her under my protection j 
and I have received her as a sacred deposit 
from my brother : and my reason, judg- 
ment, every sentiment within me that can 
be alive to human perfection, tell me, each 
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hour I see and watch over her, that my 
heart will soon 6e as fondly attached to her 
as to the dearest of my own offsprmg/* 

" Thank Heaven ! — thank Heaven !''* ex- 
claimed Lady Lindore, pressing the hand of 
Lady Delamore with energy, *^ Oh ! what 
a weight of disquietude, almost amounting 
to misery, you have taken from my heart ! 
I knew the amiable Colonel De ClifFord } 
and, with the rest of the world, esteemed 
him. My boy is not improperly attached ; 
I may glory in his choice ; — for Lady De- ' 
lamore affirms I may. And-^and • • . • But 
one word more, dear madam — is the heart of 
Miss De Clifford disengaged ?'* 

^* Certainly : — at least, I suppose, and 
hope, it is so ; but cannot positively affirm 

it But, dear madam, love has scarcely 

got beyond the entrance of I-ord Lindore^s 
eyes y«it ; and it may reach no further. 
Should it really become serious, Julia De 
Clifford is an unexceptionable match for 
any man in liurope ;* and gladly, most 
gladly, would I bestow her upon my only 
son. — But let not Lord Lindore be too pre- 
cipitate, lest he should not be firmly at- 
tached; for I \irould not for worlds have 
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the lieart of my precioiis charge assailed and 
taken b^ any man, ivhose tenderest affections 
were not unalienably hers." 

" Most certainly riot: and, for my boy's 
sake, too, I would not have him too preci- 
jpitate. . I would have him well understand 
the situation of his heart ; and learn, if he 
is disagreeable to the young lady — But that, 

he surely, surely, cannot be Excuse 

the partiality of a grandmother ; but I really 
think no woman, with a disengaged hetirt^ 
could prove insensible to the tender assidui- 
ties of Lindore. " 

** Indeed, I think not, too," said Lady 
Delamore. 

** And, dear madam, you will allow my 

r 

boy admission to your castle ? — With safety 
you may ; for I can proudly vouch for his 
honourable conduct. And you will visit me ? 
and allow your daughters, and my future 
• granddaughter, I trust, often to come to my 
house ?" 

Lady Delamore had only time to accede 
to these requests, when Lady Theodosia and 
Julia returned, high in praise of the beauti- 
ful work; With very different sensations. 
Lady Lindore now beheld our heroine j and, 
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at the moment of Lady Ddamore's departure, 
the now fascinated old lady pressed Julia's 
hand with affectionate kindness, and *' hoped 
she would often come to sec her." 

Lady Delamore thought it the wisest 
way not to lay the sweet and artless man- 
ners of her ward under restraint, by relat- 
ing to her any part of her conversation with 
Lady Lindore ; but to leave the future pro- 
gress, or termination, of this affair entirely 
to chance, or destiny : and on their return to 
the castle, they heard that Lord Lindore, Sir 
Robert Raymond, Major Mandeville, and 
some other officers, had been there, to pay 
their respects to them. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

After dinner this day, Lord Delamore de- 
sired to know, ** How Miss De Clifford liked 
the ball; and if first feelings had deluded 
her into a belief . that a country assembly was 
perfection ?" 

Lady Theodosia, again, highly amused 
his lordship by her humorous accoimt of 
Julia's proceedings ; and her description of 
our heroine's debut at the card-table, and dis- 
tress at taking money from strangers, and 
depriving Miss Sourby of it, infinitely delight- 
ed him. 

" I really propose to myself a rich mental 
treat next winter," said Lord Delamore, 
** in closely attending to the sensations and 
observations of such an unsophisticated be« 
ing as jMiss De Clifford, in a first season 

in London Remember, I shall be your 

shadow, Miss De Clifford, for your first six 
weeks in town." 

" Oh !" said Julia, you had much, a 
great deal better, come out howi my lord^ 
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With us, if my blunders, make for you, amuse- 
mcnt. For I shall soon grow cunning, very 
much ; and learn to make concealment^ of 
my first feelings ^^ 

" If I thought that could be the case, I 
would commence your shadow now,'* re- 
plied his lordship, *^ For ui every way you 
bring to my remembrance (and you are the 
only being who has ever done so) the cap- 
tivating ' naivete J and unconscious fasdna^ 
tions, of my Emily, at the time I married 
her." 

" Oh!" exclaimed Julia, blushing, until 
te;^rs started to her eyes, " bow fond, is my 
heart, to welcome, such compliments ' as 
that!" and she looked with such a sweet, 
resistless, afFectignate expression, at Lady 
Delamore, that her ladyship felt sen^bly 
aflfected by it, as well as by the impressive 
tone. of half-smothered tenderness in which 
her lord had mentioned her. 

This conversation, at any other time, 
would have highly disconcerted Lady Se- 
lina, and have awakened her algirm, envy,' 
and ill-natured retorts; but now, her soul 
was harmonised through her gratified vsyiity. 
Seldom in her lU*e had she experienced 
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the homage of admiration: and the un- 
qualified, adulation of Sir Robert Raymond, 
the preceding evening, which her vanity- 
led her to believe was serious; and his 
calling that morning at the castle, with a 
hope (she doubted not) of seeing her ; had 
to completely introduced the innovating 
guest — good-humour, into her bosom, that 
she actually condescended to propose con- 
ducting Julia to her favourite cave upon the 
sea shore, and invited Lady Theodosia - to 
make one of the party. 

This cave was nothing more than a small 
excavation in the cliff, which her ladyship 
had endeavoured to improve, with every 
embellishment of art; but had found all 
her efforts vain, the impetuous waves wash- 
ing away her works of adornment. Still it 
was her favourite h&unt: and thither she 
often walked, at low water, taking a book 
with her, and attended by her woman. 
The sea arose to within a quarter of a mile 
of Delamore (extensive) park, and the de-, 
scent to it was easy; and about a quarter 
of a mile further, upon the shore, lay this 
cave. High cliffs projected over the beach ; 
, on their summit was a horse and foot patb^ 
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from Sedley to another fishing town ; and this 
path-way was, possibly, among the causes 
why Lady Selina loved to saunter and study 
near this favourite cave. 

Soon^ after dinner, the three ladies set out 
upon their walk, attended by a footman. 
On their way to the beach, they only met 
one poor sailor boy, who looked wistfully at 
them, but in an instant he disappeared. At 
length, they reached the cave; and Jiilia 
wondered not at Lady Selina*s. partiality to 
it, for, in its situation, the sublime and 
beautiful were strikingly blended ; and 
whichsoever way the wandering eye turn- 
ed, it had somethitig to rest upon that 
awakened admiration. In . the midst .of ro- 
mantic surrounding scenery, was Sedley 
seen, at about two miles distance; biit a 
curve in the shore considerably shortened 
the perspective. 

It was now low water; the evening was 
serene; and Lady Theodosia and Julia, for 
some time,, amused .themselves by the gam- 
bols of bands of children, on the beach at 
Sedley, seeking amusement, or laying in 
a stock of health,: by sporting with the 
.bracing waves : some were cowardly stand- 
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ing aloof, and only suffering the gentle 
-breakers to kiss their feet; others, in wan- 
ton sport, were baying, and retreating from, 
the rolling waters ; whilst the rest, fearless 
of danger, rushed forward, and swam, or 
waded, to some favourite spot of rock or 
sand, where they arose from the waves, and 
played anew their gambols with renovated 
spirits. 

After Lady Selina had pointed out every 
beauty to be seen from this spot, to the ad- 
miring Julia, she took her book, and placing 
herself in a conspicuous situation, began to 
read. Lady Theodosia and our heroine 
walked about the beach, looking for and 
finding new beauties at each step they took. 
At length,- Julia discovered a shell in the 
sand; and well remembering the amuse- 
ment of the younger Goodwins had been 
making a grotto of shells, she began to 
look for some to send them. Lady Theo- 
dosia, understanding what she wanted them 
for, eagerly assisted her in her search. They 
were both naturally lively and active, as the 
children who sported on Sedley beach ; 
both energetic in disposition; and whether 
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pursuing a butterfly, or acquiring an accom* 
plishment, they followed it with avidity. 

They now desired the fopt^nan to remain 
with Lady Selina; and, in eager search, 
and with downcast eyes, on they went, 
sometimes close to the cliSs, then wander- 
ing out almost to the breakers of the now re- 
tiring tide. 

The walk and bracing sea-breeze had 
given to Julia a renovation of spirits ; she 
bounded lightly from, spot to spot, and 
every pretty shell she found, Fancy in- 
stantly pourtrayed to her the smiling joy of 
the young Goodwins, the benign glance of 
their father's mild eyes,< and the more ani- 
mated rapture of their mother, in contem- 
plating their innocent happiness. And this 
little family - piece, sketched by Fancy's 
pencil, gave addition;^,! energy to her pur- 
suit. Sometimes she ran, sometimes she 
skipped and bounded; and her airy form 
darted from spot to spot, stooping with 
grace, and rising with agile elegance : now 
many yards before Lady Theodosiaj then- 
scampering back, to shew, her some new 
treasure she had found* • 
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In one of Julia's adrancjed excursions, 
she at length came to a chain of rocks, 
which projected almost across the beach, to 
the sea, and concealed a path that descend- 
ed from the road to the shore. This pro- 
jection was no impediment to Julia, who, 
in the retiring- of a breaker, glided round, it ; 
but no sooner had she done so, than the 
sound of oars, laying down hastily iii a 
boat, struck her ears, and called her atten- 
tion from the sands ; when she saw two 
isailors hauling a boat, with several men in 
it, ashore, and which seemed to belong to a 
cutter which lay oiF at no great distance* 
She had only time to see all this, and to 
feel a little alarm ; but not to effect her re- 
treat, which she promptly meditated': for 
she no sooner appeared, than one of the 
men instantly sprung from the boat, and, 
fleet as wind, almost instantaneously seized 
her in his arms, and was bearing her, strug- 
gling, shrieking, to the boat; when two 
gentlemen, on horseback, with attendants, 
came at full speed down the path-way, and/ 
presenting pistols at the man who held Ju- 
lia, he let her drop, deprived of senses, 
upon the sands j and taking to the boat 
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again, he, xvlth his companions, got oflf to 
the cutter, which immediately stood out to 
sea. 

The reiterated shrieks of Julia had given 
the wings of terror and speed to Lady The- 
odosia, who got round the rock just in time 
to see her rescued from the ruiE^n's grasp ; 
and now, still rushing forward, she greeted 
the two gallant champions (who by this 
time had dismounted, and w^e tenderly 
raising the senseless Julia) as Sir Charles 
Stratton and Mr. Fitzroy : ' and although 
knowing that, now they were there, danger 
was no longer to be apprehended, her lady- 
ship sunk down upon a rock, and uttered 
shriek after shriek so loud and piercing, 
they recalled our heroine to her senses. 

Fitzroy was supporting Julia, when she 
opened her eyes, therefore she saw him 
not ; and the person whom she at that mo- 
ment beheld, was Sir Charles Stratton, who 
was bathing her face wich sea- water, with 
a degree of solicitude that would have 
called forth her grateful acknowledgments, 
could she have articulated, or was she cer- 
tain this utter stranger was a protector. At 
this moment^ too, of returning perception. 
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she feU the tremulous grasp of the person, 
who held her ; she turned to see if it was 
Lady Theodosia'— beheld Ficzroy— and again 
became insensible. 

All once more was consternation. Sir 
Charles entreated Lady Theodosia to post- 
pone screaming, and come to assist him in 
the recovery of her lovely friend. — " Does 
she not belong to you, Theodosia ? Did we 
not see her with you and Selinar** he ex* 
claimed. -" And will you not assist her ?" 

This appeal to Lady Theodosia^ seemed 
to rouse her a little ; for she fortunately 
shed tears, which soon perfectly restored 
her senses ; when she flew to Julia, who 
just then began to recover, and disengaging 
herself from the support of Fitzroy, she hid 
her face upon the bosom of Lady Theodosia, 
and burst into tears. 

" Thank Heaven !" exclaimed Lady The- 
odosia, '* these tears, will relieve you, my 
sweet Julia, and quite recover you from 
your dreadful fright :— but cheer ^ up, you 
little trembler ! and fear nothing, for yoi) 
are in safe protection. Your. gallant knights- 
errant are my cousins. Sir Charles Stratton 
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and Horatio Fitzroy, whom you have heard 
US all talk of so often. Come, let me in- 
troduce, you, with proper ceremony, to each 
othet. • • • . But, Julia, as a preludio^ these 

are two good-fornothing engaged men 

And, gents, notwithstanding this great 
barrier, I would advise you to take care of 
yourselves ; for this is a very dangerous face 

to behold, I assure you Come, look 

up, you little timid thing ! Won't you ? — 
Come, come, you cannot be ashatned to 
shew your face. .... Bless me, Horatio ! 
where are you going ? Not to run away, as 
i: you had not courage to look upon the 
ward and adopted child of Lord Ashgrove ?*' 
Julia now felt, that not to struggle with 
her feelings, would be to betray her weak- 
ness. She made the painful efFoi;t ; and in 
a few moments was enabled to raise her 
blushing face from the bosom of her friend, 
to courtesy to her deliverers ; when, to her 
litter amazement and himiiiiation, Fitzroy 
bowed to her as to an utter stranger. Her 
pride, now in arms, led her to greater ex- 
ertion ; and though her conscious eyes 
sought the ground, she made a successful 



193 

effort to speak, but tremulously ; yet it seem- 
ed more the effect of recent alarm^ than any 
other feeling* 

*' I have ac^awledgments, very much, 
to make Sir Charles St ration, and Mr. Fitz- 
roy ; as it is greatly evident, to them, I owe, 
my exceedingly much, providential rescue, 
from the terrible slavery/' For our heroine 
had so long lived in the vicinity of Barbary, 
she thought of nothing but an Algerine 
corsair^ and that she had been saved. from 
bondage. 

" Slavery !'* repeated Lady Theodosia.— 
** What slavery have they rescued you 
from ?" 

" Why," said Julia, ** although in the 
dress of England^ I do very well know, 
they must be the pirates of Algiers ; who 
steal, and sell their fellow-creatures, for great 
misery and bondage." 

" Mercy on us !" exclaimed Lady Thco- 
dosia, laughing : — " no -wonder I shrieked, 
Charles, since this was the case." 

Sir Charles smiled. — ^^ I should think,' ' said 
he, ^* this pirate was no foe, Theodosia : and 
the bonds intended for your lovely friend, 
were forged by Cupid." 

VOL. II. . K ' 
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One of the grooms^ who had been pair* 
ticularly assiduous in the recovery of Julia, 
novr came forward, and respectfully said — 
^' The man who seized Miss De Cliflford^ 
spoke in French, to his companions, as be 
retreated." 

Lady Theodosia was astonished. She re- 
collected not having called our heroine by 
any appellation but Julia; and wondered 
how Fitzroy*s groom should so well know 
her name. The same circumstance struck 
sir Charles ; and his eyes seemed to ask an 
explanation from his brother. At this mo- 
ment, the footman arrived from Lady Se- 
Una, to learn the cause of so much shriek- 
ing; and sir Charles, to support the cha- 
racter he had assumed, of a tender lover, 
now flew on thp wings of Cupid to his ador- 
able ; and Lady Theodosia, with Julia and 
Fitzroy, sat down on the rocks, to await 
his return with Lady Selina. 

** Now tell me, Horatio/' said Lady Theo- 
dosia, '^ by what most providential incanta- 
tion you were conjured up here, in such a 
lucky moment ?" ^ 

•* There was only the magic of our lucky 
^tars in the business,'' replied Fitzroy, in a 



195 

voice neither steady nor unembarrassed. 
" I only arrived in town the day before 
yesterday, upon business ; and there meet- 
ing my brother, just arrived . from Stafford- 
shire, and setting out for Delamore castle, 
he persuaded me^ — 1 mean asked me — ^to 
take a run down with him. We immedi- 
ately Bent on our horses and grooms to 
Bridport ; and set out ourselves, from Vaux- 
hall, last night — or rather, this morning, 
travelling post to Bridport, where we took 
an early dinner, and, as the evening was 
uncommonly fine, we fortunately agreed to 
•proceed through Sedley, and by the sea- 
path. We saw you almost the moment we 
ascended the cliffs, and instantly knew 
you; — a recognition which you may na- 
turally suppose gave speed to our rosinantes : 
but no, it had the contrary effect; — it re- 
tarded our progress : for your forms, gliding 
along, in the employment you were en-, 
gaged in, added so considerably to. the 
beauty of the scene, that we sauntered on, 
absorbed in our fascinating contemplation. 
Fortunately, our attendants had eyes for 
other objects, and saw a sailor boy, who 
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lad been observing you from a place of 
concealment among the rocks, suddenly 
<lescend from ambush, as your fair friend 
^pproa<;hed, and giv^ a signal to a boat's* 
crew, who had been lying-to under the 
stern of a cutter. This alarming them, 
they imparted their suspkions to us. We, 
too, apprehended mischief; and judging by 
the course the boat was shaping to, that 
this path would lead us to your rescue, we 
prepared our pistols, and set out at full. 
5peed, arriving only just in time to defeat 
the diabolical attempt, . . • • . And now. The- 
odosia, had we not better send to the castle 
for a carriage? — as, after such a serious 
alarm and indisposition, I am sure this lady 
must be unequal to the exertion of walking 
home/' 

** Oh!" said Julia, " that would be alarm, 
for Lady Delamore ; and I have indisposition 
none, at all, sir ; and am able, very much, 
to walk any-where." 

"Then let us be gone/' replied Lady 
Thcodosia, rising : " for I cannot avoid feel- 
ing a little sort of a panic, lest this corsair, 
Julia, should return with a reinforcement j 
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and we should find ourselves in Algierry 
smarting under the bastinado, before^we could 
look about us." 

Fitzroy, happy to find his fair cousin *& 
spirits had sustained no material injury froni 
her alarm, arose too, and placed hor hand 
under bis arm. He could not avoid offer*' 
kig the same attention to Julia y uho, feel- 
ing conscious and embarrassed, would ra-- 
ther not have accepted it ; but she thought 
an easy iadiffereoce of deportment was the 
best suited to her own dimity. I^dy Selina 
and Sir Charles now joined them } and they 
proceeded towards the cattle* 

" But," said Lady Theodosia, as they 
walked along, ^^ have you brought me a 
cargo of glave» and cake? — Are .you com- 
menced Benedict yet ?'* 

These were interrogations,, too much for 
poor Julia to hear with composure ; they 
electrified her : -and the sudden shock that 
thrilled through her frame, was felt by, and 
reverberated on, Fitzroy. 

** I have not taken the Benedictine vows 
yet. — Nothing, I fear, will ever beguile my 
Beatrice into a predilection for me ;** he re- 
plied, in a tone of gaiety and despondence 
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expressively mingled, as he pressed, with fer- 
vour, Julia's hand, and attempted to steal a 
look at her ever-speaking countenance. 

Julia, roused to indignation at Fitzroy (the 
accepted lover o£ Lady Enderfield) pressing 
her hand, or presuming to insinuate one tone, 
or thought, of tenderness to her, suddenly 
broke from him. — 

" The path, is become so small^ for great 
many, to walk in, Lady Theodosia," said she ; 
*' and Lrequire not, at all, assist^ce.*' 

** The path is wide enough," replied Lady 
Theodosia, " if Ficzroy would but walk 
steadily. His apprehension of a pursuit 
from those Moors, has quite convulsed him. 
. . . . Come, do n't be prudish, Julia ; for if you 
are, I '11 punish you, by walking by myself, 
and condemning you to a tete-aiSte with 
Horatio, who is a famous love-maker.*' 

Nothing to Julia could be more terrible, 
than the realising this threat ; and, to avoid 
jt, she retook Fitzroy 's arm. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Lord and Lady Delamore were walking 
upon the lawn» when their nephews^ with 
their convoy, arrived; and they welcomed 
this addition to their party with great cor- 
diality. 

* ** Your arrival, Fitzroy," said his lord- 
ship,- ^^ is an unexpected pleasure.— 'Are you 
come alone ? or hav^ we your fair consort to 
welcome too?'* 

Fitzroy changed colour, and seemed to 
hesitate for courage to answer* ** Oh ! no,** 
replied Sir Charles: ** Horatio has not yet 
taken the Benedictine vows ; but he means, 
notwithstanding all my wishes to the con- 
trary, to precede me in that happy order. 
Another week, will see him professed. I 
caught him flying, and ran away with him, 
to shew you •how auspicious love agrees 
with him: — but only for four-and-twenty 
hours can he gratify you with the happiness 
of his society ; so you must make much of 
him, you see, my lord/* 

Jk: 4 
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*' Auspicious love agrees with himT' rc' 
pH^d Lord Delamore. — *^ Disagrees^ you 
ought to say ; for I should scarcely expect a 
man to look worse, were he bending his neck 
to the strpke of the executioner." • 

** Wc travelled all night," said Fitzroy ; 
*' and want of rest^ I suppose, aflfects my 
appearance." 

" Travelled all night ! exclaimed Sir 
Charles. — *^ Why, I suppose it was not the 

first night's rest you ever lost But, po« 

sitively, I brought him as gay as a young^ 
widow from her husband's &neral, and as 
blooming as Adohis, to Sedley.~The sea air 
must have wrought this doleful change ; which 
was instantaneously effected." 

*^ I suppose we all look a little worse for 
the sea air, this evening," said Lady Theo- 
dosia.-^— " Mamma, do not be too much 
alarmed, when you look at Miss De Clif-' 
ford ; she is not ill, but has been seriously 
frightened." 

" Gracious Heavens!*' exclaimed Lady 
Delamore, now observing Julia, and catch- 
ing her tenderly in her arms, " she is ill 1—^ 
My dear, dear child ! what is the matter with 
you ?" 
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• '* Nothing, nothmg, dear madam, is now, 
matter. It is, all, past, and I am well ; 
very much, well, indeed ;" replied Julia, in 
a voice so tremulous, it increased the anxious^ 
alarm of her ladyship, who was now in- 
formed of the lafe alarming incident ; when 
catching terrors from sympathy, she was 
almost as much agitated as our heroine r< 
and Lord Delamore fiew into a paroxysm of 
rage, at such a daring outrage -being of- 
fered to so innocent and lovely a ydung: 
creature as Miss De Clifford, whom^ with^ 
Lady Delamore, he now kindly led into* 
the house, and rang, and called, and raved,v 
for Seville, to come and set them up again,^ 
by administering some of her nostrums. 

Julia's perilous adventure furnished, con*- 
versation for the remainder of the evening. 
Lord Delamore declared he would call a^ 
meeting of justices on the morrow, to adopt . 
measures fdr the discovering the villains en** - 
gaged in the diabolical attoimpt^. and for 
bringing them to punishmqit.- *,j^^ 

« For my. part,*' said Lady Tlieg^j^ia, 
" I cannot conceive how justice can foljow 
ruffians at sea — unless a storm overtakes^ 
them : and I am quite of Charles's opinion, 
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that this was the plot of some desponding 
lover, to steal Miss De Clifford.'* 

*' But I have, no desponding lover, Lady 
theodosia," said Julia, innocently, 

" Oh ! ho ! then you cheer them all with 
hope ?** replied her ladyship, smiling. 

Lady Selina smiled too, but with different 
expression. She marked well the agitation 
and embarrassment of Fitzroy and Julia. 
She was keen at observation, as deep cun- 
ning could make her. She suspected at- 
tachment between them, and some Secret 
entanglement ; for their meeting at Dela* 
more-house, and his protection of her then, 
were not forgotten by her : and their now 
meeting, as perfect strangers to each other, 

s 

awakened every malicious suspicion : but 
shej^could not now make any in\adious al- 
lusion^ without implicating herself. 

*• I really think Sir Charles's conjecture a 
just one/' said Lord Delamore. ....**! do 
not mean to be impertinently inquisitive. 
Miss De Clifford; but it may save much 
unavailing investigation :— In the whole 
circle of your acquaintance, is there no 
man who has addressed you whom you 
have rejected^ and whom you hav« reason 
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to believe still perseveres in his attach* 
ment ?'' 

/* I, for certainly, rejected very muchy 
one man, my lord/* replied Julia, blushing j 
** but, though he was, for long time, greatly 
troublesome, he cannot persevere, now, in 
his attachment^ of me.*' 

** May I ask, why V* said Lord Dela* 
more* 

*^ Because, his father, did t%\\ to him, in 
very much, seriousness— nay, in solemn 
command — ^he was not more, to think o£ 



me/' 



**^For ever accursed be the wretch who 
shall ever meditate against the peace or in-^ 
nocence of such an artless, unsophistieated 
being !" said Lord Delamore, emphatically. 

At length, the party were summoned .to 
supper ; and Julia would gladly, most glad- 
ly, have retired to her chamber, under the 
pretext of her late alarm having subdued 
her spirits : but other considerations^ forbade 
her, smd commanded her to stay, and exert 
her mental forces to the utmost of her 
power ; and, though her heart was tortured 
by his presence (now poteiit gratitude, fdte 
the peril he had aided in rescuing her from,. 
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aiding witli it» glowing fcdings the tender- 
ness she cherished for him), to appear com- 
posed and tra(nquil in the society of Rtaroy. 
For if he had wantonly sported with her 
peace, dignity of mind required he should 
not have the triumph of seeing he had 
power to make her wretched. If he really 
loved her, aaid had been entangled or en- 
snared by arf, by honour, or any other 
cause, and led against inclination to beconie 
the hu^nd ef another, coftipas^n, zStc* 
tion, kindness of nature, led her to deter- 
mine he should not have added to his dis* 
quietude the misery of knowing he had 
won her hearty and therefore destroyed her 
happiness.—*' And then, too>'' she tnentally 
said, *' if be really loves me, a belief, his 
love is unreturned, willj rtidst surely, effect 
his cure, and restore for him, his peaces'* 

With a heart glowing with this powerful 
increase of gratitude to Fitzroy, yet chilled 
by the severe mortification of his disclaim^ 
ing her even for an acquaintance, poor 
Julia sat down to table ; but during supper, 
and for some time after it, her exertions fot 
serenity were crowned with eminent suo* 
• cess. Her spirits seemed not forced, but 
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af^^eated the easy cheerfulness of nature. 
Not so Fitaroy's ; he looked pale smd deject* 
ed, spoke so little, aud was so totally un- 
like himself, that he called forth the fire- 
qoesit rsdilery of Lord Delamore, Lady 
Theodosia, and Sir Charles. 

But the human Acuities cannot be stretcli* 
ed beyond their strength, without failing.. 
Julia had attempted too much, and had ex- 
ceeded her powers. Suddenly^ and without 
any new cause, strength, spirits, forsook 
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her, and every faculty was subdued* An 
attempt to retire was impossible ; for sh€ 
had npt ppwer to move. S^ would have' 
asked ^ for a glass of water, could she have 
articulated^ but speech was unnecessary, 
for Fitzroy, starting from his seat, brought 
her one, but not being able to hold it, gave 
it to his brother for her use. 

" Wine, wine, will be ten thousand times 
better !" exclaimed Lord Delamor^e, kiodiy 
taking Julia's hand ; her, head now resting . 
on the bosom of Lady Delamore : ^^ for she 
is cold^ — cold ^ as death ; and has no puls@-~ 
none at all. .... Heavens ! Emily, this dear 
child, I fear, has been neglected. The 
mere terror of this evening could not have 
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brought her to this. Depend upon it, she 
is -a delicate plant, that requires care and . 
quiet ; and ought not to have been dragged 
about, to balls, and pestilential theatres. . . . 
But do n*t cry about it, Emily :— it is not too 
late : Seville will do something eflPectual 
to^nighty and Harlow must see her in the 
morning/' 

Sir Charles had filled out some wine, . 
which Julia drank, and she seemed in a 
small degree revived, 

'^ She must have another bumper," said 
Lord Delamore, " to restore her pulse.** 
Another glassful seemed to recal her faciri* 
ties. She attempted to speak, bul could 
not. 

" No,*' said Lady Selina^ who had been 
moved only to malice by this Scene — " No, 
my lord, as you say, the momentary alarm 
of this evening has not brought Miss De 
Clifford to this.— What think you^ Ho- 
ratio?** 

The spirit of Fitzroy was now roused to 
energy, by this malicious question. — *• Your 
acquaintance with Miss De Clifford, Lady 
Setina, is prior to mine^^ he said j "there- 
fere you best cajx tell." 
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Lady Selina coloured ; and now yawning, 
to conceal her change of countenatice, said 
— ** Dear me, I hope Miss De Cli6Ford is 
not subject to fits ! Nothing so disagreeable, 
as to have any inmate in a house with one, 
troubled with firs/* 

** There is no inmate who can be so' dis- 
agreeable, in any house," replied Lady The- 
odosia, her eyes sparkling with indignant 
fire, ** as those who are subject to fits of. 
ill-nature ; — fits which, I am sure. Miss De 
Clifford is never tormented nor torments 
with/' 

" Indeed," said Julia, with gentle sweet-/ 
ness, and interesting languor of voice— 
'* indeed. Lady Selina, I will do all,mmy' 
possibility, not to give trouble, when I can 
help. Sorrow did jSrst, make sickness, for 
me. Tranquillity now, I do a great deal 
hope, will, in soon time, make the strong, 
health for me/* 

*' And those who disturb your tranquillity, 
beneath my roof, shall find cause to repent' 
it,*' said Lord Delamore> looking sternly upon 
his eld'er daughter. ' 

Lady Selina was panic-struck. .... Lord' 
Delamore bad, in hi& short kaowkdge of 
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Mtss De CUfibrd, discovered more iarerest 
about her, than be had ever before evinced 
for any one during Lady 3elina's remem* 
brance. His temper^ too, seemed unusuall/ 
serene ; he staid more at home than he wa$ 
accustomed to do.— Had his recent danger* 
ous illness changed his di^osition? of had 
be fallen in love with this fascinating 
Jnlia? — Oh ! no : the ill-omened, frequent, 
repetition of Emily (an appellation he never 
addressed to Lady Delamore> but when his 
heart was softening into forma- tenderness 
for Jier), forbade that suggestion : — and yet, 
this kind name, and appai^ently leaning to- 
wards domestic harmony, might be only to 
deceive his wife, and hide this new-felt 
passion. • « . ..However, caused by what it 
might, she saw a great change in her father ; 
and, fearing "every thing from it inimical to 
her own interests^ she determined to visit 
Mrs. Monk early in the morning, lay be- 
fore, her all. her ap{>rehensioas, .from her to 
learn what to think, and how to guard against 
»rery impending peril. 

Julia's o\(^n mental exertions aidied the 
composing medicines of Mrs. Seville, in 
obtaining £6r her s(um tranquil repose ; but 
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ere she sunk to rest she had determined not 
to impart to her friends ta Russel-street the 
painful trial she had been doomed to. Of 
their advice, for her mode of conduct towards 
Fitzroy, distance, and his short stay, permit- 
ted her not to avail herself; and therefore she 
would not unnecessarily afflict them. To have 
had any confidant to converse with, upon the 
subject of her present grief, would have prov- 
ed a consolation to her heart ; but still her 
pride and delicacy took comfort^ and rejoiced 
that no individuaUbeneath that roof (no, not 
even Fitzroy himself] knew her painful secret^ 
or her mental sufferings. 

As early as possible, the family physician. 
Doctor Harlow^ arrived, to visit Julia. Mrs. 
Seville had treated her most judiciously ; 
but still she r^uired quiet, care, and medi- 
cine; and, by the order of Doctor Harlow, 
she remained a prisoner in her dressing-room 
that whole day : — z confinement she sincerely 
rejoiced at ; for by the next, Fitzroy would 
have le& the castle ; and she trusted she 
should no more see him, until her unfortunate 
predilection was totally exterminated. 

During this day. Ladies Delamore and 
Theodosia paid the most flattering and kind 
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at tention to our heroine ; but the rapid and 
arduous preparation:) for he approaching gala 
often required their absence from her, to over' 
see and arrange. * And this^ too, was the day 
for the officers from Sedley, and someother 
guests, to dine at De]a nore castle ; so that 
Julia was unavoidably left much to herself : 
but she was sedulous in seeking amusement 
for her thoughts j-^she wrote long and cheer- 
ful letters to Mrs. Goodwin and Doctor Sy- 
denham \ and, at. Lady Delamore's request, 
sketched out many designs for the ornamen- 
tal part of the fiie. These laudable efforts 
were rewarded with merited success \ her bo- 
som felt resigned composure ; and as the hour 
advanced, and when it was past, at which 
she had understood from Sir Charles his 
brother was to leave Dorsetshire, on his re- 
turn to Springcourt, she felt relieved from a^ 
grievous burthen, and comparatively happy. 

Our heroine had a night of tranquil rest, 
and arose at her usual hour : but when she 
attended the breakfast of Lady Delamore, 
nearly was all her renovated composure over- 
thrown, for there she most unexpectedly 
found-- Fitzroy, pale and dejected \ and her 
heart throbbed with pain and pity. 
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Lady Dclamore welcomed Julia with a ma- 
ternal kiss. Fitzroy attempted a congratula- 
tion upon her recovery ; but his voice faltered, 
and his words were inarticulate. 

*V Fitzroy," said her ladyship, with anxiety, 
'* it is in vain your denial of indisposition. 
If we wanted any other confirmation than 
your altered Jooks and manner, your very 
voice would condemn you. I sincerely re- 
joice you gave up your intention of quitting 
us last night j and trust you- will allow Doc- 
tor Harlow, when he comes presently, to pre- 
scribe for you. ^ 

: Fitzroy smiled faintly, and mournfully.-~ 
*^ Again I assure you, my dear aunt, I am 
in perfect health : — ^but if I was not, I have 
no great faith in country practitioners.*' 

*' Come, Miss De Clifford, defend Harlow ; 
— you surely may sound his praise,", said Lady 
Delamore; *• and help me to subdue this young 
man's obstinacy. Come, try your power 
over him/* 

^' I — I have^— can have, power none, over 
Mr. Fitzroy, madam,'* replied Julia, deeply, 
painfully blushing. 

*♦ Nay, you know not,*' said her lady- 
ship : ** for, in such cases, a stranger. often 
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finds greater influence, than friends who are 
really interested/* 

" A stranger !*' repeated Fitzroy, in a 
low and hurried tone: then, after a pause, 
he continued — *' Miss De Clifford is a straa- 
ger to any interest for me/\ . . . 

A sigh escaped from the bosom of our 
heroine. Worlds she would have given t<y 
recal it. It seemed to have possessed the 
powter of enchantment over Fitzroy, De- 
spondence appeared instantly to take flight 
from his countenance, which became Jrradi<- 
ated with joyful animation. Julia's con- 
fusion was pitiable ; yfit only momentary : 
s'ae saw she had awakened a hope, which 
she almost considered criminal to excite; 
She therefore promptly rallied all the forces 
of her mind, to destroy that delusive hope ; 
and although she succeeded not in totally 
overthrowing the new^raised structure of 
ntzroy*s cheerfulness, she yet certainly 
destroyed a something of, or approaching 
to, confidence in his look, that much of- 
fended her, and aided her forcibly in her ex- 
ertions to vanquish' it. 

La4y Delaraore appeared, fo^ a short 
period, to be infected by thoughtfulne&s 
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and abstraction too ; but this infection \rent 
off almost imperceptibly^ and she con- 
versed gaily, and even playfully, with the 
now cheerful Fitzroy, 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Soon after the visit of Dr. Harlow, Julia, 
accompanied by Ladies Delamore and Theo- 
dosia, went airing for a few miles. On 
their return, they found several visitors had 
been at the castle, to enquire for our he- 
roine j and amongst them had been Lady 
Lindore herself, attended by her grandson. 
. Her ladyship had been so very particular in 
her enquiries, that Mrs. Seville was called 
to answer them ; whom Lady Lindore 
charged with a very kind message to Julia, 
expressive of " unfeigned joy at her being 
60 much recovered, and hoping she would 
soon visit her, to give her ocirlar demonstra- 
tion of her being so." 

When Julia made her appearance at din- 
ner, she was received with genuine kindness 
by Lard Delamore, who told her, that, 
" notwithstanding his every exertion to dis- 
cover them, nothing yet had transpired re- 
lative to the villains employed in the daring 
attempt against her.'* 
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Sir Charles Stratton — ^who, during the 
whole time of dinner, had been conspicu- 
ously in love with his destined bride — as 
soon as the domestics departed, suddenly 
and vehemently exclaimed, after a well- 
sustained reverie — 

" If it costs me half my fortune, or that 
they seek refuge in the antipodes, I will 
pursue those villains, and punish them with 
well-merited rigour, for the distressing alarm 
they caused to you, Selina ; — although your 
unparalleled strength of mind enabled you 
to sustain and carry it off much more heroi- 
cally than either of your fair companions.** 

" No, there is no bearing all this,*' 

said Lady Theodosia, smiling, — " To talk of 
Selina's alarm, and praise her strength of 
mind ! — when it is I who ought to be com- 
plimented, upon my unparalleled strength 
of lungs : for had it not been for my powers 
of vociferation, she would have known no- 
thing at all of the matter, until long after 
the happy termination. And as to punish- 
ing the villains, Charles, it would be abso- 
lute ingratitude in you, after their display- 
ing you to such fascinating advantage, sir, 
as a valorous knight-errant^ For my own 



216 

party when I saw your animated solicitude 
for the recovery of the swooning nymph ; 
— ^when I beheld you franticly sallying 
about, in quest of a contrivance to convey 
water to the spot where she was supported 
by Horatio; — and then, when his groom 
ingeniously ducked his hat in the sea, and 
bafed up the briny treasure, I beheld you 
ready to worship him, as one of the river 
gods you had been invoking ; or to kiss 
him, conceiving (in the delirium of your £n> 
thusiasm) that he was one of the blooming 
beauteous nereides, arisen in her coral car, 
presenting the liquid in a pearly shell*; 
and. ••••/' 

^^ It is strange," said Lady Selinaj inter- 
rupting her sister, with a malign sneer — 
** It is strange, that you only observed the 
active benevolence of Sir Charles ; and saw 
not the still, but much more agonised, so- 
licitude of his brother, which 1 have heard 
of, though not in time to see it." 

Poor Julia blushed a crimson tint, and 
affected to be very busy about some fruit 
she was pretending to eat; while Lady 
Theodosia, observing Sir Charles gazing 
with marked earnestness at our trembling 
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ket^ine, asrked him^ archly^ ^^ if h€ did not 
think Miss De Qifford looked tolerably fot 
an invalid ?" 

Sir ^Charles, in some confunon^ rq)lied^ 
^* I — I — yes, I believe so^' 
- " You believe so!'' repeated LadyTheo« 
dosia. — *^ Absolutely, his rage at your fnends^ 
the corsairs, Julia, for alarmiiig Selina, has 
deranged the poor soul !....•• Heavens ! 
how rapidly His colour varies ! — and his eyes I 
they whip about so, from spot to spot, that 
I actually think some suddoi paroxysm is^ 
about to seize him*" 

Lady Delamore, perceiving by the coui^ 
tenance of Lady Setina that she was very 
angry, hastily arose, to prevent hostilities^ 
and retired to the concert-room, where the 
gentlemen soon after joined her pstrty; 
when, for some time, Lady Theodosia (who 
sung and played remarkably well) enter- 
tained them with her performance. At 
lengthy Julia was requested by Lord Dela- 
more to allow them to hear the tone of her 
harp, which had art^ived that day from town, 
by which he concluded she performed upon 
that instrument. 

Our heroine instantly complied; jaoi 

VOL. II. T. 
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charmed the majority of her auditors* 
Lord Delamore entreated her to sing; but 
Lady Delamore objected, upon account of 
her recent indisposition : and Fitzroy, dread- 
ing the influence of her magical voice over his 
feelings, unguardedly, and with marked quick- 
ness, said — 

^' Miss De Clifford cannpr, must not, sing • 
— it would be .cruelty to wish it." 

Julia, shocked and offended at Fitzroy's 
conduct towards her this day — evincing, as 
she feared, conscious triumph at having 
some suspicion of her predilection for him ; 
and fancying that now his evident wish for 
her not to sing arose from compassionating 
her weakness — in the supposition that, over- 
come by tender recollection of the night 
she sung for him at. Z., she might betray, 
her attachment for him — she felt aroused to 
exertion, and resolved to convince him that 
be was mistaken. 

" Indeed, Lady Delamore," she said, 
'*« smging isf injury, never, for me ; and as 
my lord wishes, to hear my voice, I will do 
my best, possibility :" she immediately* sung 
a most beautifully simple Italian air, which 
required no great execution} and though 
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her voice was not in full possession of Its 
usu^l powers^ she warbled it with such 
touching sweetness, that he( auditory were 
almost led to believe the melody they heard 
was the effect of magic. The moment our 
heroine ceased^ the fascinated Lady Theo- 
dosia caught her round the neck, and gave 
her an affectionate kiss, exclaiming—**^ That 
is for your seraphic lay ; and to prove I do 
not hate you for your superexcellenccr ' 

" Should we not all, then, for the very 
same reasons, Theodosia, beg leave to fol- 
low your rather whimsical example?" said 
the equally fascinated Lord Delamore^ 
smiling. 

" Why, to be sure, my lord," she replied, 
*^ you have all as much reason; and I 
should have proposed it, only I was sure 
neither of my cousins would have thanked 
me for it." 

At this moment a servant entered, and in- 
formed Fitzroy his horses were ready. 

*' Order them to be put up again. — I shall 
not go to-night :" said Htzroy : and the ser- 
vant retired. 

** Not go, Horatio!'* exclsdmed Sir 
Charles. — ^^ Why, what the deuce is in 

1-2 
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the wind now ? It was wkh difficulty I got 
you here, where you said you could only 
remain four-and-twenty hours ; and, lo ! you 
have doubled- that time, and now won't go ! 
—Consider what will be thought of you at 
Springcourt/* 

" That is immaterial : — Constancy and Sta- 
bility are not the deities worshipped there ;'* 
replied Fitzroy, with a forced smile. ** A 
letter will answer for the present. — I cannot 
quit Delamore castle, until I assist in the 
celebration of Lady Selina Southerland s last 
birth-day." 

*^ If to compliment me, is your only mo- 
tive for prolonging your stay, I must feel 
obliged to you^ sir," said Lady Selina,' with a 
sarcastic smile* 

" You must be convinced, Fitzroy," said 
Lord Delamore, gravely, ** that your pro- 
longed stay, will afford us all infinite plea* 
sure J if that stay can attach no censure to 
you. — Remember your situation with Lady 
Enderfield;^ and reflect, if this delaying 
your prdmised return, is not likely to offend 
her/' , . 

** That, my lord,*' replied Fitzroy, in 
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much embarrassment, " is — can be — of little 
consequence." 

** Of little consequence!*' repeated his 
lordship. 

** Cne inevitable consequence, however, 
I foresee/' said the Amazed Sir Charles : — 
** that of drawing Lady Enderfield, and 
perchance her evergreen grace, to Dela- 
inore castle, tp look for the truant at the 
gala:' 

^ I stay on purpose," replied Fitzroy, witji 
assumed gaiety.7— ** Anxious to pay Lady Sc- 
lioa every respect, I remain, to attract hither 
a star of the first magnitude, to shine at hf r 
aniuversary." 

This conversation had caused the destruc- 
tion of a harp-string ; and Julia now, iQ syp- 
parent earnestness, (assumed, to hide her to^l 
perturbation), was busily employed remedy- 
ing an accident which a sudden thrill of agita- 
tion had. occasioned. 

" Now you have mended that, my love>'' 
said Lady Delamore, kindly, " I recommend 
3rou to take one turn upon the terrace, before 
the sun goea down.'' 

Julia gratefully, and eagerly, availed her- 

l3 
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self of the very opportune advice ; and took 
the prescribed turn upon the terrace, ac- 
companied by Lady Theodosia and .Fitzroy. 
Nothing particular occurred in this short 
walk ; and on our heroine's appearance in 
the 'drawing-room, she was challenged to a 
game of chess, by Lord Delamore, who was 
a skilful player, and extremely fond of it ; 
when, to his infinite joy and surprise, and 
to Lady Selina's alarm and chagrin, he soon 
discovered Julia to be almost an equal adept. 
This discovery was made with rapture by 
his lordship, as not one of his own family 
(Lord St. Orville excepted) was, by any 
means, a match for him: and to Mrs» 
Monk's tolerable success in the acquirement 
of this fascinating game, she was often in- 
debted for the power of drawing him from 
• • • 

his family : but soon his lordship saw, that 
even Mrs. Monk could not enter into any 
sort of competition with Miss De Clifford, to 
whom he now gave the appellation of " the 
lovely Philadora. " 

The succeeding day was the eve of the 
gala^ and was spent by the ladies of the 
castle in superintending the final arrange- 
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ments for ft. In the morning of this day, 
Lord Lindore and Major Mandeville called, 
and were admitted. Fitzroy never quitted 
the room daring their stay ; but remained, a 
silent inquisitor. Major Mandeville was, as 
ever, lively and entertaining ^ and Lord Lin- 
dore ; exerted himself to be as inuch so as a 
man very romantically in love could be, and 
every one was infinitely pleased with him, 
except Fitzroy, who, the moment he depart- 
ed, turned him — ^his every word and action— 
into such potent ridicule, and with such force 
of wit and humour, that Julia was, in amaze- 
ment how she could possibly have been so 
pleased with his lordship. 

Lady Delamore was disconcerted, and 
more than half angry with her nephew.— 
*' This is unfair, and uncandid !** said she* 
•* The words, and actions, of even the most 
perfect of the human race, could scarcely 
bear the test of your pointed ridicule, Hora- 
tio. Indeed, I doubt not that the powers 
of your sarcastic wit could even despoil a 
Julia De Clifford of every grace and fas- 
cination." 

** Oh, no !" he replied ; *' nothing can 
despoil perfection of its fascinations: — but 

L4 
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as to this little sickly lord, I may have been 
unmerciful to him j but I could not help it, I 
so detest him/* 

" Detest him, Jitzroy !" said Lady Dela- 
more. — " Pray, may I ask what cause yoa 
have for detestation ?" 

^^Oh!" reified Fitzroy, with a forced 
smile, ^*becaiise it is my humour, to hate 
bim, most energetically." 

^ A reason so cc«iclu8ive,'* said Lady Dc- 
lamore, ^ methiqks it would have better 
suited a female of Britain, than a Briti^ 
senator." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Nothing particular occurred, in Delainore 
castk, since the foregoing chapter, unt»l 
. the evenmg of the ball.^ Fitzroy and JuHa 
.had not been left one moment .mtbout 
other society ; and his spirits seemed to rise 
and fall, according to the hopes and fears 
created by her very guarded conduct; but he 
was ber earnest, attentive, scrutinising ob- 
\8erver: — ^andhewas not her, only obserxexj 
this, poor Julia quickly perceived: it in- 
creased her consciousness; aAd, by wound- 
ing her delicacy, and torturing her suscepti- 
bility, agitated and embarrassed her^ oftea 
destroying her self-possession, and defeating 
every effort for effectual concealment: and 
ardently she longed for the ball to be over,, 
as then she doubted not of the departure 
.of Fitzroy, when she should be compara«^ 
tivcly happy. 

By the arrangement of Lady Delam<»^. 
—as this was a birth-day anniversary, imd 
JuHa'$ first introducticm in a fashionable, as^ 



226 

sembly, in a situation that accorded mtlf. 
her birth— our heroine was attired with 
splendour, as well as elegance ; and the na- 
tural simplicity of her hitherto constant ap- 
pearance, seemed now laid aside for the 
occasion^ while the dignity and grace of 
majesty inspired every look and motion. 
Not now, as usual, did Julia's beauty^ in a 
large assembly, allure and &scinate by de- 
grees, and pass unheeded by many:— now, 
she struck at one glance; attracted every 
eye ; and admiration, fo^ this whole even- 
ing, seemed to rest eitclusively on hen 
Lady Delamore looked alniost dazzlingly 
beautiful; but she had lost the fascinating 
charm of novelty in her own neighbour- 
hood; and though she amazed every one, 
by the unfading lustre of her transcendoit 
loveliness, Julia was novelty, and in her 
teens. 

The illuminations, which were beautiful 
and superb, both in the park, and in the 
exterior and interior of the castle, were all 
most brilliantly completed by eight aVlock; 
the reception rooms thrown open; and 
shortly after they began to fill, with all the 
beauty and fashion to be found within many 
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miles of the castle : and the arrangements 
were so elegant, so tasteful and magnificent, 
that Lord Delamore was completely sads- 
fied i and felt infinite obligations to his wife» 
for the zeal and power she had evinced in 
gratifying his wishes. 

Lady Theodosia looked uncommonly lave- 
ly ; her dress, too, in compliment to her 
sister, was superb. Lady Selina, as it was 
her own birth-day, affectedly appeared in 
what she meant to be fanqifuUy simple at- 
tire: but she possessed not 'a particle of 
taste 'y and her dress accorded not with her 
style of countenance. The character of her 
face expressed all that was Contrary to sim- 
plicity ; and her manners were the extreme 
of study and high-wrought affectation : so 
that she never looked - to less advantage 
than upon the present occasion, when she 
expected to be the first orb of attraction j 
and all the invidious spleen of envy, and 
disappointment, was from this evening 
added to her former abhorrence of pur he- 
roine. . Nor were her manners at all cal- 
culated to vv in that general admiration her 
beauty failed to obtain^ for she was servilely 
adulating to the great— glvil, or supercili- 
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oiisly insolent, to those below her in rank^ 
just as caprice directed. 

Lady Delamore saw, ^dth maternal grief 
and chagrin, the rudeness, and inattention, 
■ of her elder daughter to the majority of the 
guests; and therefore earnestly called upon 
Lady Theodosia and Julia, to aid her in 
redoubled attention to every one neglected 
by the lady-paramount of the evening. 

Lord Lindore, the moment he arrived, 
sought out Miss De Clifibrd, with whom 
he was to dance the first two dances; and 
be had scarcely done enquiring about her 
health, with all the solicitude of ardent 
love, when the Miss Hows, Miss Nevilles,, 
and some other misses of that cla^s, ^a 
love to herd together, linked by the arm, 
though not by genuine friendship — ^who 
have ever much to say to each other in 
giggling whispers, approached Julia to con- 
gratulate her tipon her late providential 
escape. 

** You do not dance to-night, of course. 
Miss De Clifford," said Miss Neville ; " for 
you have too much sensibility, to be yet 
sufficiently recovered from the effect of your 
terror.'* 
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" And beside, were you to dance," said 
Miss Jemima Neville, " the ill-natured 
would directly say, your illness, in conse* 
quence of your fright, was only afi«ctation." 

*' It would be, very much, aflFectation^ 
not to dance , when I feel, so great deal^ 
able, for it,*' replied Julia, smiling. 

** Nay, but you had much better not 
attempt it," said Miss Margaret How ; ** for 
you look so ill, and languid, it will kill you 
if you do/* 

*' And I shall die, for disappointment, if 
I not dance," returned Julia, amazed ; not 
having any idea that she looked ill : ^^ and I 
amwell^ very much, now.** 

" You have certainly got a hectic !*' ex- 
claimed Miss Neville. 

" The bright glow of her bloom, looks 
very like it,*' said Miss Caroline How, wisely 
shaking her head. 

« 

"111 looks are generally the attendants 
upon indisposition,'* said Mrs. Constantia 
Fermor, now advancing; *^ so I am happy 
to observe your countenance is the pleasing 
herald. Miss De Cliffbrd, that announces, 
most unequivocally, your perfect recovery ; 
for I never saw you look eo welU** 
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** I am infinitely happy to hear you say 
so, Mrs. Fermor ; for I was actually be* 
ginning to despair of finding any lady of 
my opinion ;" said Lord Lindore* 

Some of the Miss Beaumonts having 
joined this party. Miss Ann. enquired — 
** How Miss Harriet Neville's cousin, and 
particular friend, did?" 

" Oh ! poor Eliza !" Mis^ Harriet ex- 
claimed, ^^ I have had dismal accounts of 
her. My aunt wrote me word, to-day, that 
she cannot possibly last much longer.'* 

" iam very sorry," said Miss Ann. 

** Oh ! I am immensely grieved But^ 

dear me ! they are going to begin dancing 
— and I am not yet engaged !'* replied Miss 
Harriet, at fii:st a&ectedly sad ; then brisk- 
ing up,, and stealing an inviting glance. at 
Lord Lindore. — " I am terribly afraid,'* she 
added, ^^ I shall not get a partner/' 
. Mr. George Beaumont now approached. 
— " Oh !" said his lordship, '* here comes a 
gentleman to dispel that apprehension. ..... 

You are come, sir, to solicit the honour of 
Miss Harriet Neville's band, for the first 
two dances ?". .... 

" I have no objection, my lord } as it is 
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quite immaterial to me, who I dance with i" 
stammered put Mr. George. 

*' You mean, my good sir, that you are 
anxious, above all things, to dance with 
Miss Harriet*'. . . . Miss Harriet slid behind 
Miss How. • . • . ^^ Oh ! inhuman !" continued 
his lordship, catching her hand, and gently 
drawing her back j — '^ you must not fly." 

Mr. George Beaumont, perceiving that 
he should have some mental amusement in 
daneing^ with the now angry miss against 
her inclination, summoned up sufficient 
courage to ask her to dance with him. 

** S^irrr,'* rejdied the disappointed young 
lady, colouring with vexation,^* I — I— if I 
dance to-night, I am engaged." 

^^ To a sylph, then, it must be ;. for no 
one visible has spoken to you, but his lord^ 
ship and George, since you declared your 
apprehension of not getting a partner i* 
said Miss Ann Beaumont, exceedingly in- 
dignant at the slight thus publicly shewn to 
her brother. 

Miss Harriet, most unwillingly, gave her 
hand to a man in a dingy black coat, when 
so many smart officers were present j and> 
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with a heart full of discontent md exiyj, 
she joined the dancers. 

Lord Lindore exerted himself to the ut- 
most to please and entertain Julia ; and he^ 
would have succeeded, had not the ridicule 
of Fitzroy still forcibly operated, and^ in 
defiance of all the efforts of her good-iiatuce 
to disregard it, threw its baneful influence 
over every word and action* But it was 
not the undisguised homage of Lord Lin^ 
dore alone, that our heroine received :— the 
young and handsome Marquis of Oakland' 
was captivated ; and whether she was danc- 
ing with himself,, or any otl^r partner, - he 
followed her «till, and seemed to forget that 
any thing but Julia De Clifford was in 
<:reation; 

Fitzroy, at the request of Lady Tkh^ 
more, was much occupied in attention to 
the guests ; but still his every thought was. 
iixed on Julia. He saw her attaided, and 
admired, by a train of fashionable men ;— 
many of high rank;— all courting her 
smiles ; and some evidently earnest suitors. 
All this he beheld with inquietude. His 
mind was torn by so many pamfuUy per* 
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ptexing uixieties, that he becanaee, at fengfii^ 
so abstracted^ his conduct so inconsbteat^ 
and conversation so unconnected, that inauny 
a giggling miss pronounced that«-*^ Mr* 
Fitzroy was tipsy," 

Sir Charles Stratton, too, finding Sir Ro^ 
bert Raymond inclined to be the adnlarting 
attendant of Lady Selina for the evjeaii^^ 
quietly yielded that ts^ to him, and gare 
biinsdf up to undisguised admiration of 
Julia; who was completely weary of the 
boinage psdd to her, before the evening wa& 
half gone by; thought the men extremely 
troublesome, many of them very foolish^ 
and ahnost envied some of the ladies preset 
the comlbrt of unattended homeliness. 

During the evenkig, both Lord and Lady 
Delamore often made Julia sit to rest; 
wh^i she had the opportunity of observing 
the manoeuvring of Mrs. Neville, to inter- 
rupt the teie-a-ieies of every couple, except 
her own daughters and their partners: as 
this female Machiaval deemed it good po* 
licy to prevent the chit-chat of young peo.^ 
pie of diflferent sexes, and to call off atten- 
tion to her own conversation, which was 
certainly clever and pleasing j as, next ta 



making a match for any of her daughter^ 
she considered it good generalship to pre" 
vent that of her young female friends ; for 
the more marrying men were left disen- 
gaged, the greater chance, she thought, 
her girls had : and by her manceuvres, her 
sly inuendoes, her sarcastic remarks, and a 
well-turned laugh at a half-captivated young 
man, she had destroyed several matches in 
embryo;— but, as yet, had failed to marry 
oflF any of her own daughters. 

fat one of these intervals of rest. Lady 
Theodosia, and her shadow. Major Manr 
deville, joined Julia ; and her ladyship in- 
stantly exclaimed — ^^ My 4ear Miss De 
Clifford ) our alarm, and your escsq>e, have 
proved the most fortunate of all possible 
events for the card parties* I just have 
returned from the card-room, where I 
found, between each deal, it was the univer* 
sal theme. — 

" * I am truly happy, Lady Theodosia, to 
see you so well recovered from your alarm,* 
said Mr. Beaumont, 

" * The rogues, I find, were apprehended 
this morning, through the sagacity of a 
Newfoundland dog; and your matches, and 
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^he curiously-wrought purse the Queen o( 
Naples gave to Miss De Cliflford, found 
upon them;* cried Doctor Floyd, defiber- 
ately taking a pinch of snuflF, displaying at 
once his beautiful diamond ring, and the 
box which lineally descended from his great 
ancestor^ King Llewellen, to him. 

"* Rogues! sir!' repeated Mrs. How, 
contemptuously.—* You have been egregi- 
ously misinformed, my deaf sir; — ^there 
were no rogues in the case, I assure you. 
No, no: — it was a remarkably handsome, 
elegant, spirited, and highly educated, Irish 
fortune-hunter; who, hearing of the Ladies 
Southerhnd at Weymouth, came hither to 
carry one of them off. There was a chaise, 
with four foaming bays, waiting, in case the 
twelve-oared barge failed/ 

** ' Pardon me, madam ; you must have, 
the goodness to allow me to kiiow better 
than any body else, having my information 
from exceeding high authority;' cried Mrs. 
Crabtree, emphatically, shuffling the cards 

in great triumph. — * It was' Here 

they all drew their chairs closer to the table, 
with eager curiosity in every countenance 
« It was the eldest son of a certain 
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^ake, not more exalted by rank than pre^ 
eminent for virtues, whom Lkdy Selina 
lately rejected in town j so he laid his plans 
with his second brother, an extreme lively, 
dashing, post-captain in the navy. So 
down they came, in the disguise of com- 
mon sailors— only conceive, of common 
sailors! — and were upon the point of 
• ••«.. There ! I have lost deal ! was ever 
any thing so mrs — so extreme provok« 
ing ! I had spadille ! Ixisto !; — a sure hand.. 
Oh ! dear, dear, how excessive unlucky t 

Well, of carrying her off, in a man-ofr 

war's boat, to an elegant gilded yatch; 
when Sir Charles Stratton, who, by some: 
means (quite unforeseen) got intelUgenoe of 
jt, caoie down post from town, in an agony 
of mind scarce possible to be conceived; 
and, with his brother, and an armed band, 
only just arrived in time to save the dear an» 
gel from the ruthless spoiler.' 

« «The sequel, the fated sequel, dear 

madam !' exclaimed Charles, who stood, 
unseen by Mrs. Crabtree, all this time, be- 
hind her chair, listening ; and whose unex- 
pected voice made her bound from her seat, 
uith a degree of agility I thou^lit the an* 
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cient machinery of her frame Incapable of, 
\vhile it threw such a ludicrous expression 
of vexation into her countenance, that it 
almost subdued my gravity.— « You know 
dear Mrs. Crabtree/ said harles, « the cer- 
tain duke's son and myself measured swords 
iipxt morning : — he was mortally wounded ; 
and I,, unfortunately, killed upon the spot. 

This you can vouch for, from un- 

doubted authority, too 3 having it from my- 
self, you know/ 

" ' La ! how extreme droll you are, Sir 
Charles ! — always some waggery !*-r-drawled 
out Mrs. Crabtree, striving to change the 
subject. 

** ' But, really. Sir Charles, is not Mrs. 
Crabtree's intelligence authentic ?' said Doc- 
tor Floyd. 

" ' So far as relates to myself, I may ven- 
ture to answer,' replied Charles, smiling, < I 
never, my good sir, until this moment, heard 
of this certain duke's son. I came down 
urider no agonising impression of jealousy; 
never having travelled more tranquilly- 
sleeping, most profoundly, the whole way/ 

'* Mrs. Crabtree, almost whimpering with 
vexation, demanded a fish for a red ace. 
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>vhich she snatched up furiously ; and away 
I scampered, with Major Mandeville^ to in- 
dulge my no longer controulable risibility." 

The supper-rooms were now thrown open ; 
and, although not absolutely an election 
ball, thjere was no small degree of eagerness 
evinced to get to the banquet. Most sump- 
tuous were the suppers } and, as well as the 
different rooms, most beautifully adorned: 
every accommodation was complete and 
elegant. 

Unlike was the situation of JuHa De 
Clifford to that she had experienced at the 
only ball-supper she had ever before par- 
taken of. Then, Doctor Sydenham was 
her . only attendant ; now, the men seemed 
ready to push each other down, in eager- 
ness to be in her train, and to sit at the 
table widi her.—" Ah !" thought Julia, ^« I 
was at Z. the portionless orphan; unpro- 
tected, patronised by no greatness.- — It is 
to my benefactor, I do owe, my much con- 
sequence now." Tears of gratitude started 
to her eyes ; and eagerly, and mentally, she 
ejaculated an ardent wish, for health and 
every blessing to be the portion of Lord 
Ashgrove. 
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This board of festivity made Julia sad : 
it forcibly pourtrayed to her remembrancey 
the fleeting dream delusioil had presented 
to her at Z« ball. She deeply sighed: she 
heard its responsive sound j and beheld 
Fitzroy seated at the same table, exactly 
opposite her ; — the Marquis of Oakland 
placed beside him : for Lord Lindore, and 
another young man of rank^ had manoeuvred 
to get on each side of our heroine ; and the 
noble marquis was compelled to content 
himself with a situation which would enable 
him still to see and speak to her. 

Julia could not eat; nor felt inclined to 
talk much to her supporters : yet not choos« 
ing to give way to painful retrospections, 
she sought amusement>« from observing those 
about her; and very shortly before she 
quitted the supper-room, she beheld the 
marquis and Fitzroy in earnest conversa- 
tion; the former betrayed much emotion, 
and often directing his eyes towards herself. 
She felt embarrassed ; as she had reason to 
believe their conversation was of her. At 
length, they ceased; and, after a pause of 
apparent dejected thoughtfulness, the mar- 
quis suddenly addressed Fitzroy, and Julia 
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heard a few incomplete sentences of what he 
said,— 

*^ Since this is unfortunately so I 

have only to fly Should I see more of 

Ker fELScinationsy my peace. ...»." What foU 
lowed was spoken in lower tones. Fit^roy 
nade a short reply, delivered with earnest- 
ness ; and both at once sunk into a train of 
nieditation. Shordy after, the tables broke 
tip«r The marquis came hastily round to 
Julia, and snatched her hand, which he fer- 
vently pressed :-; — 

** May Heaven," he softly said, " shower 
on ' you every blessing ! for you deserve 
them, I am convinced. — ^Happy, happy Lin- 
dore !'• and instantly he vanished, amid the 
crowd, leaving our heroine in amaizement, 
at the wild abruptness of his address. — 
•' For, what could the happiness of Lord 
Lindore be to her?" she thought: and as 
she gazed after this vanishing man^ her 
astonishment was not diminishedj on ob- 
serving Fitzroy regarding the retreating 
^marquis with his before sad countenance iUu- 
mined by a smile of joy and triumph. 

All the dancers- now returned to the balF. 
room, to renew their amusement there ; and 
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^ulia v^s just proceeding to join a set, ^hen 
she perceived • Lady Sophia Ellingham,' a 
handsome young ^dow of bata ton^ leai^ 
ing * pensively against a pillar, totally uni- 
attended. Julia approached, and asked* 
^^ Would not her ladyship dance f " 

<* Most gladly,'* replied her ladyship, " i^ 
you can persuade that .Adonis, Fit23*oy, t» 
i&nce wkh fne?' . : . ' 

** I know not, any-^bere^ to find him,? 
^aid our heroine ' hesitatingly; ^^ zxA I 
think, I had greatly better get .Sir Charles 
>Strattdn, for you, who is quite near, and 
equally Adonis," ^ 

-*^ There,* there Fitzroy stas]Lds^«lf^xkbri| 
near that door* • • • • .Fly to him, dear girl * 
persuade him to dance with me: — be, not 
no man, can refuse any request of yours.— ^ 
Tell him I claim an e!igagem,ent, long 
made with him, of dancing together at liic 
first' hall- we should meet at.'V 

Podr-^ Jalia, most unwillingly, i set ibri 
ward oh her; embassy (which she would not 
have undertakeh,' but' in respect to t|ie r«» 
quest of Lady Delamore) ; but she took the^ 
moit intricate way to him, in • hopes ^ he 
might be gone before she reached th^plaoei 
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but Ibiq site wkhid to sham. Vi^sioe^ ss,^ 
lur a|iptoMJidng. tomsds him ; lie «Q«ne4 
iMtsuM^' electrified; adfti alvioM &9w |q 
hei, 

I am comaoBmn^ fw a ladjtv sir^*^ 
said Jiilisi, with digskf^ wbijUt a xaost beau- 
itfiif btusb qi tixmditf suffitsed. I^er lordy 
countenance, ^^ to claim for hm^ wx eag^e* 
'mmt, made wiidii ybu, to dance^ vben jou 
^hotttd meet, at the bail " 

««Miss Eb CKfiiMKir^ CfpUdd: Fitsiroyt 
«iith .ejRoa ^larlidisg in raptuye; *^ is it,, qm 
it be, possible, that you can eoaidejsemd t# 
xMat m implied eonditioiMiL enga^gement, 
formed on that fatal, fataji evmiag, when my 
happliieartermiaat^d fo« i^er?" 

«' Lady Sophia SlUngham, i^ the lady^ I iuoi 
Iftcee to^ speak for, sir»'' said Julj^ trembling, 
and anxious to get away. 

^ Alas ! then,'' replied l^itjsroy, de^ly sigb^ 
lag, and his councen^ce changing tq pro* 
found melancholy, ^^ I W9^ top presumptqou% 
in aui^ofiing you dbigned to recollect that 
iUttsive engagemqivt, which now, I doubt 
not, you liave (with all which pa^isd that fitt9^ 
fveniqg) forgotten !" 
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^- Oh, no !'• Julia replied, with striking naS- 
v//aad genuiae dignity fascinatingly blended; 
** I have not, at all, forgotten, I did tell for 
you, then, that gratitude would, for all time 
to come, retain for me, the remembrance, of 
your much kind attentions; whilst you, I 
a great deal hoped, would forget, all that 
could, militate again^, your peacefulness* 
You have done so, sir ; and no one, more sin- 
cerely, wishes, for you, every happiness, than 
I do./' 

Ere Fitzroy seemed collected enough to 
attempt a reply, the fair widow saluted him 
with a tap of her fan. 

** What ails you, Fitzroy ?" she ex- 
claimed. 

" I — I have got a most overpowering head* 
ach,'* said he. 

'^ Come, dance it oflF,'^ she replied, play* 
iiilly snatching his hand, and leading him, 
most unwillingly, to the dancers. Julia 
now was found, by her anxiously-seeking 
partner, in no dancing mood: soon after^ 
she complained of fatigue, and obtaining 
Lady Delamore's permission, eagerly retire^ 
weary of adulation, and quite tired of being 
a beauty} very aaxioua to be alone, to 

M2 



244 

iihlnk over, and expound. If possible, the 
words and conduct of Fitferoy. But she 
Avas much too weary for thinking ; ex- 
Jhausted nature required repose, and claimed 
It arbitrarily ; and, in spite of her wish for 
continuing awake, to brood over perplexi- 
ties and distresses, she slep|^ profoimdly, and 
"uninterruptedly, until nine o clock the same 
morning-. 
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As raking made all the family late, JuUa 
did not keep Lady Delamore waitiag break-^ 
£ist fof her; and, to her great relief, hex 
ladyship was alone this morning. 

During their repast. Lady Delamore 
lallied our heroine upon the executioa she 
had done among the hearts of the men, the 
preceding erening; and talked particularly 
of the Marquis of Oakland's marked ad*, 
miration. Julia, who was all candour (^and 
felt grieved at thinking it right to conceal 
from her beloved Lady Delamore, all that 
had passed in her acquaintance with Fit2« 
roy), now hastened to tell her the strange 
address of the marquis to her, at the mo« 
ment of his precipitate departure. 

Lady Delamore was thoughtfully silent 
for some time j at length she said — ;*' It is, 
evident, my dear child^ this young man was 
fascinated by you ; and, from the intelli^ 
gence he received from my nephew, con^ 
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eluded 4minediate flight was all he had in 
his power to secure his peace/' 

Julia's heart panted ; she scarcely breath- 
ed ; and worlds she would have given to 
know the information TitzToy had imparted. 

*^It is also plain," continued her lady- 
ship, ** what Fitzroy's communication tiras.^ 
Julia, blushed ; and her bt&rt boundisd ^ 
most visiWy.*— ." Filzfdy, no dottbt^ with 
many others, betteves Lord Lindofe your ^ 
vdured lorer/^ Julia beoatne pale as death. 

•*Lord Lindore! Lbrd Xiiiddrel- ' de ar 
rnkdam,^ tht ttettiuteuriy, but 'ttgetiy, m^ 
tknifatcd, ** ^^, is not, my favoured lover/* 
•^Lady Ddamore appeared not t6 oftwrift 
thh h^lf-impHed c^nfoiioii**--^ he, iu the 
Idst, ont tkiah> of all, I am much tttttin, ' 
cduid ever Ibve, wiA my iieait/' 

** l)o not tremble iso, and look so terri- 
fied, my love,** said Lady Delamore, kirtdly. 
*^ We are not going to play the cruel guar- 
dians — to force the lovely maid into the 
arms of a detested lover. But I am sorry 
^o hear you so decidedly ag!ainst Lord Li'n- 
dore ; for he is very amiable :-^he would 
make you an excellent husband. His 
grandnlother is extremely anxious for the 
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Uml^ te km*." 

«* Cited iiMCVe^J mkaxk tbe «irtter» iny 
sweet ^imr* «kcilfalMd hf* Mfvfail^ Mi^ 

•IMei Ao«M fcet tove Ibr «i^ iMbm J: Mi^ 
Mt tofis l^gaik. I «Mild wt dttbm^ for 
fli^ UNRh ytter fe^ «he MMd wmly, of 

tMHI^MI^cMi tM« ,^ «dl bbl» (Ml I, HftH til 

^ird^ irMh I «& liabw^ iie fftat 4«al iml 
tfdinji^^ Hkwt f lMlBl,iwtfat antbfcyalMl^. 
unhappiness ?^' * 
' ^''TMi is4Wtfttbi<te«yMKte imrtiftftltf of 

to lik^CdiMttt noiy'km But. 

}) €d<:>9 itn fwyidlnry for dbds yotxrignnn; 
and your unconsdoM tibdnoss, yoar ami^ 
kiWlb grai^de fikr hisnttootiBii^ have added : 
lud td fhe flaam^ tr^ the 4aifeeriog aid of 
hope." 

^<Oh! I %ee, I iki^ aew^ i have faben 
gf eiftly too UttmtiVCh'-^ttO) too, awch civil, 
to him : b}». I ktd idea * mme^ of dniiig 
haYm. I knett Mat d^ had 3iis|iicio& neae, 
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for the malady, of his heart; or I Woul4; 
not — ^no I would not — have done, so p^$t 
cruelty. Dear, dear. Lady Detw^orest tell 
to me, hdw is for me, to remedy thi^ sad 
mis<^hief, and make for him, to hute rt>e ?^ 

•* That," replied Lady Delamore, smiling, 
^^^:i ddnk^ xvbuld rather pose me^tb con* 
tTrre.*>-^~W« .must: l^t him doWi gei)4)r, 
Julia^ri Tbu'must dance vdth him .no qnoTiea 
iC^it is ]N)s£ble to avoid it. You must re* 
trr^ ftod his. asaduities; tmt stiU I would 
have you i treat him wUh , resfpect !^r-t]biis^ I 
need not say to you, for you will not h^ 
nnkind in your reserves." 
^ ' ^^ Oh 1 no, indeed ! I shetiM hate Tery 
much myself if I was. . • • ,.But his .grand- 
nidther^-4ii8 so adoring, gr^ndmother-r-vriU 
grieve for him I Oh ! what shall we do, to 
make small grief, for h^r?" 

^^ To disappoint her, :will be no pleasant 
task,'' replied her ladyship f '^ but I > must 
undertake it.'* 

Lady Delamore, and her interesting pro^ 
hghy soon ; after went out airing; and upon 
Xheii return to the castle, wfiile her. ladyship 
was supexistendkg the taking down some 
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of the temporary decorations of the .gata^ 
Julia was informed a gentleman^ who said 
his name was ^* Mi^ery^ '^ was come to wait 
upon, her. 

** Misery!" repeated Julia;, who, con- 
cluding it must be some foreigner known.to 
Mrs. St. Clair^ some distressed emigrapt^ 
come perhaps to solicit pecuniary relief^ 
whose name the footman had jumbled into 
^ Misery/ hastened to the room where the 
stranger was waiting. The servant opened 
the door^ to announce her; when a pier- 
glass reflecting the image of the visitor, she 
started back, with terror pourtrayed in every 
line of her countenance, and precipitately 
retreatisd to the library, xo claim Lord De* 
Iamore*8 protection; but there only was— 
Fitzroy. 

^* Julia !— ronce, I vainly thought, my 
Julia!" he exclaimed^ catching her, with 
tender anxiety, to his breast, to support her 
dreadfully agitated frame~^^ What, what is 
the matter ?-r-What has alarmed you thus ?*' 

*^ Sir," she replied, disengaging herself 
from his support, with all the dignity of 
restored self-possessipn — ^^ Sir, I am no 
man's, Julia. • • . • The Julia only, for my 
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friends, ^ - I had s(Ure ihmgiit. Lord Dela^ 
tnore here "vvw; fOid came to seefc^ from 
hmi, prWectioft.'* 

** Protection!'* said Fitzroy.— " ^iia. De 
Clifford, though ttiuch ftht despisizfs me^ shall 
toever want prc^ectioti where I am.— Who^ 
or what (dare I a^ you i) calk for a protec- 
tor now ?** 

JuKa Was soltened ; diid Vesm of gratis 
tiitde trembled in her beaaafoity expressive 
tjt^. Fitzroy observed the advantage he 
had gained; and eagerly hastened to ittv- 
prove upon it* 

« But why— oh 1 w4iy-^Miirs De Clffiord^" 
be continued, throwii^g thus most ittsimiatihg 
mournful softness into his voice : and xronn- 
tenance, ^ am I excluded fiom the nmabtt 
of your friends?— Why is that misery to be 
added to my Woes? — ^Why teH me> *you 
are the Julit only of yottt fiWdsf *' 

" i know not/* rfie replied. With be- 
witching, ingenuous ^weetfiess*^^ I know 
not why, 1 was » ^ngratefril, ik that 
* moment, to fctget^ all -toy fnueh gfeat, 
obligadons from you, and have reecllei!ti6ii 
only, to my resemment's Ibelii^s. I hftve 
treen, yoj nfticb, fuU, of fe^entfiflMis^} 
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and r was MnjtSM^M'^'gt&t degree, at 
the inaeh paioe^ you fieemed to take, for coa-- 
€iBiJi&g9 ft^m . your frkBidte (who are my 
friends now)^. all of former knowledge^ you 
faafl for 0^. I did never^ o&nce give to 
you; and my $elf-k>ve, taug-ht for me the 
bdk^ that py acquamtance, was disgrace 
jDOM^ for yoii« — Could I thiak you friend, 
when you made sucb morti&catton) for me i 
Why for^ might not meetuig me, at Z., have 
been acknowledged f i That^ wight be owned^ 
jvii^ut reverting to (what is now nrach 
UBii£^e»tfy» for any one, to be told), the 
great deai^ mistaken, delusicms, £i{ your tran^ 

eitet fancy.'' 

'' Ob, J^Oia ! Mks De Clifford ! it vmi 

not tibe djslu^o^ of trsotsieiit £mcy 

Oh! na; it- was net delusiout— it was not 
tiwBReitt^^-^ why am I now so wtttched ?!* 
te siod, widi ^U the softest tones . of . love^ 
modttlatii^ im * voices . its mesf ; animated 
'esftression etnaparihg , fi^m his eyes: .but 
tkia lattfer, JuMa' ti^as scarcely aware of, sis 
hst lotajia MiHt tittddly direc&ed to the^found. 
"Oh, JWk! could you lee i^c^ my heart, 
you would behpld your o^'n image. Ai^<!, 
.£»hniied£M^«verr 
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<^ Can what, they call, love, be fek, 
for two objects', at the same, one mo- 
men: V asked. Julia, with a smile of ia^ 
crediility. 

<* No/' he replied ; '* love camK>t be felt 
for two objixtt at' one time. My heart 
only beats with a pure, ardent, and uacon* 
qiierable; passion for Julia De .Clifford: — 
a passion which 1 fondly, fondly cherish ; 
though fatally convinced it can only make 
wretchedness for my life.'' 
- •^■tf with sentiments, ' so, you have made 
engagement, to plight, your solemn vow», 
ibr Lady Enderfield, at the sacred altar, of 
your Creator, you must be, much wretched { 
iand with grief, I do add, aire greatly de- 
eerving. for being so;'' and with difficttity 
Julia now repressed her fears. • . 

♦* IF, if,' Fitzroy eagerly exclaimed, **yotf 
can grieve for me— if, if your heart has 
softened towsirds m;e-*-preveiit my Wetch* 
eifo^ss ;-r-elevate me, . <froM my - agoni|iQg 
mihery, to bliss unutterable ! . ', « • T«& me, 
you love nle:'tell me— ^! tdl me i*— you 
will be mine, JuUa^adored !idot^ pf my 

Julia now raised her sptakilig eye^ an4 



darted on him an eloquent look of reproof. 
^ Is this language, for the accepted lorer, 
•to Lady^ Enderfield, to ho}d for me? Is 
this langua^ I ought to hear, without much, 
gteat, resentment ?'' 

f^ I am not the lover of Lady Enderfield, 
Mis» De Ciiffi>rd,'^ he eagerly replied^ 
^< She has been my wooer ; ^ and by every 
flattering, endearment— by convincing me, 
your hesirt was cold to me (a conviction 
Lord Gaythom5 too, most forcibly aided)— ^ 
^ed me imo an engagement (certainly of 
a sacred nature)-^but— but— J>ut, thank my 
^tars, I have not fulfilled it ! .^ ... I can 
break engagements, as well as she did.-r 
She set me an example ; which^ if you give 
but the mandate, oh ! how rapturously I 
will follow it !*^ 

^f And be not, longer, man for honour !• * 
said JnBa;-?-** If for , the tenda'n^s, from 
Lady Enderfield, dr. in&tu^on, , any othef, 
yvm hav^ been led^ into . thf f^gagement, 
wfaidb.your cbeart is not, glad for, I do piiy 
y4)U} but my mandate, diiall not, ever, be 
- given, totlie aietion dishonourably." 

^ Oh, iJntii^i. tny. .a4pt«d J.t^lia !" he :|r- 
. dently; ^xciaioQ^^/^ call it not dishonomr* 
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able, to break a ftpdi that iR^hery only 
enthralled me in. Awslj from her, my un- 
derstaa^g has recovered its ^^omeu. L 
now see, and fed, it all was hfamdishsie&t ; 
— ^all, all the sorcery of an iMicfioiis symn." 

** I kno^ not, \diat it wal. .1 anb not 
competent, for judgmeixt: but if such, so 
• very much, bad, is^^Tonr opinion, for Lady 
Endeffield, you surely will nxtt, be «ian, so 
tnad, 1^ make her ti/4fe« 'If she is, mdeed, to 
you confessed, the sorceress, for bkndssh- 
menf, t2Lh you ivMt, at all, any:,niaiHlate, hat^ 
from reason (srnee bonour, permits it, forr 
you), to break from a spdl, dwt would wed. 
you, -to misery, and lead yon, to make 
vows, diftt being k^ intOKerity, would be 
great insult, to your Creator ?!* . * 

« Oh, Julia !" Fitzroy eitd^ind; '« talk . 
not so cooHy "of f^ason^ to a. maa s6 ardaitly 
In Ibve as I am !— Tell me btt that you wfll 
be mine, atfd that* •.• •" 

^ Hold» Ut. Fitfcroiy.r' said fnUa, twiih 
im{)res^ve dignity; ^ y(m^wb.mudidbi|;et^ 
the ftspect, ihat Is Aie for me^ But i re* 
collection have, of my^ ^w»^ propnoty^^^ 
Ton are, Ihe ttfimced huisband, e6 Lady 
Eiidetfidd) sbd tbe la&^iagv Af-^iove from 
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you, is mach xnsalt, to any ^frdiman, but to 
Lady Enderfield/' 

" I trill not be thart: interdicted wretch 
another week!'' exclaimed Fxtzroy, empJia- 
ticaily,. — ^^ But will not the fastidious Julia 
Ifivt me even cme ray of hope, to exist upoa 
until this precipitate, obnoxious, engage- 
inent is xiissolved?" he Continued, with 
winnhig softness : but though powerfully 
her heart felt and pleaded fcr him, it yet 
feh the infltience of propriety too forcibly 
to baray her affection ;^ and, with increased 
dignity, she replied— 

** If, my esteem, is good for you> lose it 
not, Mr. Fltzroy, by such pleadings, from 
impropriety." She now moved towards the 
door; when ^ suddeb recoUectiDn of what 
had willed her thkber, again Uaoidied hsc 
cheeks, and made her ttembie. — '^ Ohi" she 
said, ^ how led into, forgetfiiln^ss, quite, 
have I been, of ^al, much terror,* wiiich 
sent me, hither, to sdek Lord Delamott! 
Can you, where, fed is^ «ell to me i^ 

*^ I know not ;— -but caimot I be hk ^sub- 
stitute?'' exclahned Fteroy, haa^y ^ 
proachittg lier.— ^* Ohi how yim tremble 1 
Bo, do^ for a ttoft!itt> be wated, lidovtd 
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Julia, until you compose yourself. Remem- 
ber, no one shall harm or insult you, while 
I am near. Do, I implore you, confide in 
me ; honour me so far ; and see with what 
rapturous delight I will be your servant — 
your champion : — ^for are you not my heart's 
idol?" \ 

" Talk not, so, I beseech for you," Julia 
repljed ;, ^' or I can no more^ consider you, 
for the friend, I wish to consult, to make 
of use, for roe. I did want. Lord De- 
lamore, to send that terrible man, away; 
^to tell, for him, I no more, can see him." 

'^ What man, my life?'* asked the amazed 
Fitzroy, in a tone of impassioned tende|[- 

ness. 

"Not, not, such language, as that; or 
any language, spoken in such tone, as that ; 
or I nlust, from you, fly, too." 

" Well, then, I have dome- I obey you, 
Miss De Clifford i and will assume the lan- 
guage, and tone, of chilling indifference.'* 

" Oh, no!*' she replied, with artless 
quickness, "not so. I do not wish, for 
you, to be indifferent, of me. " 

The rapture of Fitzroy's couiptenaace told, 
at once, how powerful w.as the joy with 
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which this artless sentence had inspired 
hiin; but fearing to offend her, he was si- 
lent, though scarcely able to conceal the 
transport of his feelings. 

^ ^* Louis I^aroche, is now, in the castle, 
waking, for to see me. L do sappose>/hiSj 
tntfch teitible, Either/ has relented; bnt» 
evmifl were now, my affections diseq*. • . $ 
chat Is, I — ^I-*-^! do; mean, that.;*.. Obi 
that, * through his ill-omened love, ^ I. hav« 
€u^ed, 80 great cruelty-— I mean^ uakiod^ 
Bess''^— and Julia smiled^ in fbrgtving mert 
cy — *^ that I cannot, but shudder for, Um 
Teryname; and •••..But, oh, dear 1 how 
has my so grdit alarm, to see him, takeft 
from me,, my recoilectton ! and quite I did 
forget, it was for Lord Ashgroy^ not to 
you, I did tell of him." And now our 
heroine gave to Fitzroy a short history of 
the Laroches. 

'Fitzroy listened, with animated interest 
and attention ; and when she ceased, he ex> 
claimed, indignantly — **You shall not see 
him. !— No ; as Lord Ddaoiore is from home, 
I will go to this unworthy, persecuting 
man. — As your briber, Julia, will I go^ 
and send him hence/' 
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^"^ 0)1 1 IM>, iio, no j" and Jnliai liiixit>ii«1y 
ciftcMug the ittteatifig Fitaroy ^gwCly by 
(he a^m; ^Mijy I ronjure for you!" Het 
action, and the tone of her voids, arrested 
bte 9t tittce^ ix^ a~ povtrfiil settaadbn of 
i«qfkurc4 ^* Had I^ a inothery beiiive of Am^ 
I im>uid Mt let Uti, ta trilCQiiMfer^ tb« twr 
bulent> and much tiftdictivei Laradie ; and 
^h^ not, at all) I wiU oAisdbt, for yeti 
M be' expMed^ for lilk VBalentefr^lritalcil 
(60^ aa^ypuaRr^) ao i^rsat'daai^ are, agtfiinf 
fafaiu :< 8a B8 iteaet i» t my wtil Ibmw, aM 
it oooa, M^dhflB^ eten lu^ nioat bad, 4f6^ 
fmftlbik 1 4ira$, Aerefore, withiai T«rf 
laniGll, to fear hiaa, ^hmt I ianrie foad; pro»> 
ieotioii-*Han ik) amra^ tfaa poor, deserted 
Mpliaii, "whcfOk io o» carad for. I 
Will noir iry^ for my di sfcMk, cf cburai^, 
«n4 go to iMtt }*— ^'^K afcne^ i sboaM nil 
shudder, and be afraid." 

*^ I wiil accompakiy yoa, if you viil cbn* 
di»oebd to permit me.'' 

'* I xtiach, tha;nk you : but c&at^ would 
Mcm, so odd i-^^^ao^ so, as if . • • » /' Jtatik 
Slow blufhed^ befiitated, and at length 
l^dded-^^^ N09 it will be, the more correct 



cf purpose, (tff me, to tmtik htAy DdtMMtv, 

wnO • • • . • 

*< YOH willlMt hiBt^ fkt to se^k ; fbr hett 
13 Day aunt/' $i»d Fiosroy, (lercdf^ her 
kdyshi^ seandkkg m ttre dodr^ay. 

^Oh! dear, dear iliadianr. indd J^Iiisi, 
^^ how much glad, I am, to see, ybtt aw 
disengaged !" 

*^ Indeed !" returned her ladyship, grave- 
ly : *^ I imagined, then^ erroneously, that 
I was an unwelcome intruder— the rude 
disturber of an interesting iSte-d-tete.^^ 

Both Julia and Fitzroy coloured deeply, 
in much confusion ; but Fitzroy replied, 
with promptly-acquired composure — " An 
interesting one, indeed, it has been; and 
you, too, will share the interest and sym-^ 
pathy, when Miss De Clifford relates to 
you her present distress, which led her 
hither to seek Lord Delamore's protection." 

Lady Delamore now listened, with anxi- 
ous kindness, to Julia's little statement; 
and instantly agreed to be present at her 
interview with Laroche. Nor did she ob- 
ject to Fitzroy's request, to form one of the 
party ; as he considered the presence of a 



maa noessaiy, where there, was any trans^ 
action with the family of Laroche. And 
DOW, with a palpitating heart, Julia, ac- 
companied by Lady Debunore and Fitzroyi 
proceeded to the room where Louis La^ 
rpche, nearly out of patience^ was waiting 
forher* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



On their entrance, Lady Delamore and 
Fitzroy beheld, in I.aroche one of the most 
strikingly handsome young men they had 
ever seen ; but with the sallow countenance 
of ill health,' and profound melancholy. In 
visible^ emotion, he . hastily advanced to meet 
Juliaj but on perceiving Fitzroy, he started, 
coloured ; and, darting a furious glance at 
him, said, with quickness, ' and in perfect 
English, havijig received his education in 
Britain; — " I was beginning to fear you would 
not Tionour me with an interview. Miss De 
CnfFord/' 

^' Indeed, Mr. Lairoche, I not wonder 
feel,*' replied Julia, *' at your fear, for my 
not, seeing you. I only do wonder, you did 
think it, in possibility, for me, to grant an in- 
terview, for you.^ 

' Larpche, highly disconcerted, retired to 
a seat Lady Delarno;*e motipned fox hini fo 
take. A total * silence * for some" minutes 
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preraikd; at length, he again addressed 
Julia. — 

** Miss Dc Clifford/' he said, *« I have 
some important business to communicate to 
you." 

*< I am, very much, attention, sir.** 

^^ This lady» this geatleman, must excuse 
me ; but before them I cannot ^peak." 

^* Sir, I will hot, very certainly, hear any . 
thing, in which, they may not, participa- 
tion have. They are to me, friends : for I 
not now am, as when I was, first known 
to you ; — a poor, insulated being, whom 
hot one, good heart, did warm, in kindness, 
for/* 

" Sir," said Lady Delamore, " the Earl 
pf Asbgrove is now Miss De Clifford's 
guardian^ and protector. During his neces- 
sary professional absence, as a British ad* 
miral, he has delegated to Lord Delamore 
(my husband}, and to me, the precious 
charge of Miss De Clifford; and {hus en- 
trusted by Lord Ashgrove, I conceive my- 
self entitled to hear all that concerns my 
amiable charge } more particularly where it 
is her wish that I should be confided in/' 

" It is hard," replied Laroch^ with ji 



glow of resmtflgieiit aunding bU before pal- 
Kd cheeks^ ^* tp be compelled to speak be^* 
foMre those prejudiced against me, by her 
wbo» abhprriog me^ sees aU my actions 
through the perspective of contempt and 
detestation*" 

.^* h vitQy sir/' said Julia^ *' I have Ae 
£u:ts^ only^ stjated. for my friends ; and if 
facts^ speak bad things, kft you, I am not 
of blame* '' 

** Did you inform your friends^* cried 
I^oc^e» emphatically, ^^ that the unfor- 
tunate wretch you thus contemn adores 
you» and that your cruelty drove him to 
distraction ?" 

«< Oh ! say not, my conduct, h^s been 
cruelt for you, Mr. Laroche. It was not 
for my power^ to return, your affection. I 
did not) ever, flatter you, to hope, I could* 
I did always say, ^ I would not, be wife» to 
you:' and yet, you did persist, very ter- 
ribly, in your infatuation; consigning me, 
to all infliction, which cruelty could do, to 
force me to be yours. — Oh ! that was bad 
help, for you; and only made me, turn 
widi more determination, from you. — ^An4 
when all was told^ and n^ge, most direful. 
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made possession, of your father's mind, you 
"had, not, of generosify, to defend, your 
plots associate, from your father's, vindic- 
tive^ frensy ; but did suffer him, to send, 
my poor, misguided, infirmi and very sick, 
grandmother, to the prisoner's house, for 
debt; which to her latest hour, she said, 
was not a just one : but, whether just, or 
otherwise, she did find help ; — a hand, un« 
known to you, or her, did loose her, from 
the sad prison-house*'* ^ ' 

« That hand was Julia De Clifford's!'' 
wrldly and vehemently Laroche exclaimed.' 
—"1 know it all :— yes, all your excel- 
lence, angel of mercy, and forgiving kind^ 
hess! You had secretly recourse to a ras- 
cally lawyer — ^to villainous jeifr-brokers, who 
vilely cheated you. Hastily, and . unad- 
Msedly, you gave yourself- up to ruin ; cfe- 
voted your all — all that she had left you of 
your inheritance*— to Kberate - from prison 
a . . . fiend, who to you ..... O gracious 
6eaven ! what a barbarian was «he to-, you ! 
—and Julia, Julia, how you endured it all! 
•'— ^Mcck, patient, uncomplaining suff^irer! 
tending teneatK the fury, duty led y6u not 
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to resist, or murmur at f you gare up all, 
in secret, concealing the hand whkh gave 
that woman freedom; nobly depriving 
yourself of the world's applause, lest your 
exalted conduct should give to her breast 
the pang of self-uplHaiding !*' 

The imdefinable spring that recorded vir- 
tues ever touch in the breast of sensibility, 
now filled every pulse from the heart of 
Lady Dehtmore and iitzroy with throbWng 
approbation^ and sent soft moisture to their 
eyes, there to glisten applause: but from 
those boundaries soon they strayed^ and 
trickled down their cheeks in {Hty for the 
sufferings of Julia, whose lovely counten* 
ance was now suffused with the deepest 
bhx^es; and low and tremiJously stiC it* 
plied — " You paint, with the glowing thits, 
from the fervid imagination, Mr. Laroche. 
What I did do^ was too small merit, for the 
world's appfeuse; What great many thou*' 
sands would have done, I only did. Wheft 
1 saw, my {^ment, m the gloomy jpfisdn- 
house — pbced there^ through my^ mueli 
tmfbrtunate, captivatton of you — and I had 
ui possession, the power for her tefiease- 

VOL. n* N 
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ment j could I make it ^uesdbn, whether old 
age, was to be, of liberty deprived, or youth, 
of affluence ?*' 

'* Julia!" Laroche emphatically replied, 
** call her not your parent. She bore no 
affinity to you. She proved it in every ac- 
tion ; — in all her series of diabolical cruelties 
to you. Yet you forgave, forgot them, 
all, when she was afflicted !..... But you— ? 
you were ever pure, ahd perfect, as the 
opening blossom : and yet — fiend, miscreant, 
that I was! — ^I — yes, I — sanctioned many 
of that barbarous woman's cruelties^ with 
ihe vain hope j^ey would drive you into my 
sheltering arnis for protection. .••••• Julia ! 
exalted Julia ! Virtue's own pride and off- 
spring! can I, dare I, ask you for your 
love, when I reflect upon my own conduct 
towards you ?— -Oh ! no, no, no, wretch ! 
fiend ! diabolicar miscreant !". . , Laroche now, 
subdued by the agitation of his mind, lost 
the power of further articulation. In wild 
despair, he traversed the room, in a hurried 
pace; groaning deeply; and, with frensied 
gestures, striking his breast and foreheads 
At lengthy the dulcet voice of Julia^ kindly 
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entreating him to calmn^s, operated like a 
potent charm. He became more composed } 
when,' approaching her with a sad and gentle 
air, he spoke again :•" — 

** I cannot extenuate my cruelty, or my 
crimes ; . but the most direful one was not 
of my suggesting* It was" — and Laroche 
now changed his tone to a deep and hollow 
kind of audible whispec inspiring awe and 
horror — '* Julia, the wild impetuosities of 
my nature should have been controuled, 
iK}t encouraged, by him. He should have 
led me from guilt ; and not contrived crimes 
for me.— -It was hard, it was wrong, it was 
T\otparenta/.* .....But it is over now; and 
past all cure. . . .^ • . • . It was all fixed : s^d 
you, then, «o unprotected !— at the poor 
bookseller's !— But vengeance was the cluun* 
pion of innocence.' It came, in that fell 
moment .... . Julia i start not*--^ook hot so 
pale : you have no vengeance to fear ; — for 
you are good. But vengeance comes from, 
the Judge of judges: and who shall mur^^- 

mur? Yes^ on that very day, appointed! 

for my ; crime^ the avenging spirit over«« 
Arew my mind^ and blighted my reason in 

^^8prime/^ •*•• 

N 2 
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<^ Oh ! let me hear, of no more^ I eonjure 
yoti, poor Laroche !^* exclaimed Jufia. ^^ For* 
giye, I beseech from you--forgiye all. of 
harsh, or unkind expression, I have ever 
snade, to you. I remember my resentments, 
to you, not longer now. Think noft more, 
of my injuries ; let them, for ever, be for- 
goiitea.'* 

**Never» never!'* cried Laroche^ wttdly 
striking his breast. — ** Here are they stamped 
*— <ill I am notI»ng J" 

•« Oh r said Julia, ^^ that I could restore 
for you, happiness !** 

^ You can, you can!** he exclaimed, with 
terrifying eagerness ; — ^ by giving me yoor* 
8el£ Tou, you alone, can make me happy« 
Wkb you, I Mkl be b}e$3ed ; without you*^ 
a wretched maniac V*^ 

^^ Oh I how, shall I speak, to him, corn^ 
fert, dear Lady Delamore.^— -comfort, to tlM, 
mdbrtunate man?'^ »iid JuKeu 

^ Unfortunate man ! — ^mifortunate man P 
rdfterated Laroche, violratly grasping her 
trembfing, death'4X>M hand.' — ^' My doom ie, 
then, decreed !. . « . . So you Mhk, at least; 
but I— I could tcB you tidings. ...... Aye, 

you shall not again — no, you shall not agaior 
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-- escape me. This gtendeman^^-I thtaik hitn : 
. — yeS) only for his accursed iaterfoctiCe^ I 
had you now safe ; aye^ safe in Holland : and^ 
mark me, there you shall be yet :'^ and Lau 
roche now laughed convulsively. 

Julia, overpowered by the potent emo- 
tions of eoul^aisioni horror, grief, and 
amassed gfathudis at the direful dai^ershe 
so natrowly escaped, of becoming (he prey 
of a maniae, suddenly fainted. Fitfi^roy^ in 
agoaoised solidtade, tenderly tapported her. 
Lddy Delamore, trembUng with holtor» and 
woubded sensibility | .eummoiied assistance j 
whilst JLaroche nOw walked t^ut the room 
in pitiable agitatiOUi until his reason seetned 
to recover its tone ( when the gentle pef sua- 
sions of Lady Delamore led him to quit the 
room : and Julia, soon after, being restored 
to her senses, and hearing Laroche was gone; 
quickly recovered suflSlciently to be conveyed 
to her chamber. Lady Delamorfe then Utidiy 
went, with the intelligence of Julia's recovery, 
to the unfortunate Laroche, who departed 
(though deeply dejected) apparently com^ 
posed* 

Lord Delamore, upon his return from 
riding, being informed, by Rtzroy,, of every 

n3 
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thing relative tb Laroche, immediately sent 
for his lawyer^ to take proper measures for 
securing him, to prevent any other attehipt 
against the peace or safety ^f Miss De Clif- 
ford. As a maniac, they determined to pro- 
ceed gently and humanely with him ; and in- 
stantly write an account of his ^nation, and 
conduct, to the agents of his father in Lon- 
don, whose address Julia was able to fiimish 
them witl^. 

Lady Theodosia> too, had been out riding 
daring the distressing visit of Laroche. On 
her return, being apprised of it, and of Ju- 
lia's. indisposition, she hastened anxiously 
to her ; but wishing to enliven, and not to 
iix her sadness by condolence, gaily addressed 
her: — 

^ *' So,'* said she, " my dear Julia, I find^ 
the rogues — the beautiful Irish fortune- 
hunter — the certain duke's son-— and yoar 
finely-formed, mysterious; . escort from town 
— are all to be found in Monsieur Laroche! 
Why, what devastation do your charms 
make, child ! — such havoc of hearts, I never 

beard of! This poor Laroche is in a 

desperate case. — The most noble Marqui;5 
of . Oakland is your captive. — Fitzroy's 
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heart, I shrewdly suspect, you have pur- 
loined from Lady EnderfielcU — ^Lord Lin- 
dore is gone beyond the power of mortal 
skill ever to recover :— -and whilst . Sir 
Charles Stratton yielded his capacious heart 
(which has^ in its time, held many a score 
of ^ beauties) — oh ! direful to relate.l' — the 
corrosive venom of the green-eyed monster 
subtilely crept into the bosom of his s^miabie 
betrothed, to rob it of tranquillity. ' This 
day were her mighty wrongs proclaimed,' 
would the historian could say, in gentlest 

accents ; but, alas !" Here her ladyship 

was interrupted, by the entrance of Lucy, 
who announced that ** Lord Lindore was 
come, to wait upon them." 

*^ I am, too much, unwell, to see his lord- 
ship,'' said Julia, hastily, and colouring. 

^* But I am quite well, and can see his 
lordship," said Lady Theodosia springing 
from her seat. — " Adieu, fair enslaver!" 
and away she tripped, leaving otir hercnne 
to the mournful contemplation of her pain* 
ful thoughts, for about half an hour, when 
she re-appeared. 

" ' Sell when you can, for you are not 
for all markets,' Theodosia j' said her lady* 

N 4 
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ehip, as she entered*-^^'^ So, Jixlia^ I abso* 
lotely had not sufficient attractions to de- 
tain hi$ lordship one moment longer. This 
horrid mortification, you will say, is just, 
when you bear, I solely went down to wor- 
ry your lover Well, child, down I 

sadlied, smd with an air of deep disconsola* 
tion, and as much melancholy as would fit 
in my countenance, I made a most grace* 
fully dignified curtesy ;-^for deep*felt sor« 
row is always graceiEully dignified.— « 

<< < Good morning. Lady Theodosisu i 
hope you did not suffer from your hospit- 
able and polite exertions last night ?' 

** * No, not in the least, my lord : yet 
my spirits are very much depressed this 
morning.' 

^^ Fido made a noise at the door ; and the 
poor swain — conceiving that ic was hU 
lovely nymph, coming to bless his enrap-^ 
tured sight — quite regardless of my depre^ 
sion of spirits, most unfeelingly smiled, put- 
on his very best looks, adjusted his dress, 
and conceived himself irresistible : — ^then 
looked foolish at his disappointment — hem'd 
— described a true-lover's knot, or some 
other pretty device, with hfs sword, upon 
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the carpet>^hem'd again ; and now, finding 
his voice sufficiently clear^ ventured to 
speak : — 

*^ * I hope'« 4 « « * . Ah awfol pause * 

* That is I — ^I hope* 

** * So do T,' I said.—* Youth is the sea^ 
son for indulging in her flattering vidcms/ 

^ He coloured ; hesitated ; and at leilgth 
stammered out — * Oh, certainly,, most cer^ 
tainly^ as you very judiciotisly observe ; — 
but I trust it is no vision, my hope that^-^ 
that — adl the rest of tl» fair inhabitants of 
Delamare castle are well ?^ 

" ^ Alas ! ' I replied, dejectedly, ' that 
hope is, indeed, delusive ; for poor Miss De 

Clifford. ' Heavens ! how I electrified 

him! .*..<* Poor Miss De Clifford is so ie« 
riousfy indisposed, that I am quite low^ 
spirited upon, her account y as I- very much 
fiear she is infinitely worse than she wishes 
us to think.' 

*^ He turned pde as deaih ; and trem^ 
bled, and panted for power to iffticnlate his 
grief* . • . • « Aye^ indeed, you may well look 
grave, at the pretty^ havock you* have made 
in this young man's heart j^i^^^^ind not cmly 
in hiS| but the hearts of— ><ki me ioe- 
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^ But tell me of poor Lord Li&dore V those 

sweet, expressive eyes say Why, Lord 

Lindore I left— pantmg for speech : so, 
after some obstinately unsuccessful efforts, 
he did actually articulate — 

*^ * I am truly grieved !•— What, what ad- 
vice has she had ?^ 

^* * None, my lord, none ; she will not 
hear of any.' 

*' * Heavens ! madam ! surely, surely her 
inclinations are not to be attended to, when 
her inestimable, precious health — or — pr 
perhaps — life, is in question ! Every in- 
stant's delay may prove of fatal conse- 
quence/ And now the power of articula- 
tion came, in full speed, upon him ; and sen- 
tence after sentence darted forth, as if he 
feared an embargo upon words, before he 
could complete his speech. 

** * If she does not become better before 
night, I rather think we shall send for Har-^ 
low,' I replied, carelessly* ]^ looked as if 

he could cuff" me, or handtuff me, la 

came Charles, and Fitzroy ; the latter look- 
ing almost as dolorous as his lordship. 

•* * How, how, Theodosia, did you leave 
Miss De Clifford ?' said Horatio, eagerly. 
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' Very seriously unwell,* I replied. 
^ Harlow should instantly be sent for T 
exclaimed Horatio, in one of his quick 
tones, darting rays from his eyes which 
seemed going post for the doctor. 

^^ ^ He should, indeed,' said his lordships 
looking gratefully and affectionately at my 
energetic cousin. 

<< < I doubt,' said I, querulously, and in a 
most pathetic accent, ^ whether it is now in 
the power of medicine to be of service to 
her/ 

^^ The three swains, all aghast, sprang, 
with the unanimity of a nim* con. committee, 
from their seats at the very same instant \ 
and were all stalking, like cadaverous 
spectres in a romance, to meet mamma, who 
just then entered J until ' Sir Charles; suddenly 
recollecting Selina, slunk behind, to admire, 
the f^int of Conjugal Felicity.. 

*f ' My dear madam !*— * My dear aunt !* 
cried the other two, speaking together to 
save time, 'will not you. instantly send for 
Doctor Harlow, to see Miss De Clifford f ' 
'^ ' I do noticonceive there is the smallest 
necessity for it„^ she replied, like.a Marplot. 

u ( ^fflxy^ Lady Theodosia, madam, con- 
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siders Miss De Clifford in such unmlnent 
danger, that she even fears it is not in the 
power of medicine to be of soryice to her I' 
said Lord lindore* 

'^ ^ Theodosia is right,' rqcdied my mo* 
ther^ smiling ; — ^ medicine cannot cure men- 
tal . maladies/ Hcuratio's countenance in- 
stantly lost its cadaverous hue^ and he 
shook his head upbraidingly at me; and 
her ladyship said, 'your present indisposi- 
tion was occasioned by your sensibility 
having bj^ien greatly shocked, by hearing of 
an irremediable calamity which had befal* 
len a friend of your late grandmother's/ 

'^ His lordship was so seriously imstrmigy 
by what I merely meant should worry him 
just a Istile, he very shortly after departed \ 
and I flew hither, to escape a lecture fr«a 
Horatio, who is going to dine, with the 
whole Sedley garrisoo, at Lady Sophia £I» 
KnghamV^ 

In addition to d»t deeply*fdtl grief poor 
JuKa experienced for the direful hereditary 
malady of Laroch^ was now ad^d distress 
t0 find Lord Lindore could be evea half so 
mmdi affected at her supposed serious ipdtSi^ 
poshioB asr her li^dy ladyslnp r^resented 
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him to have been ; and when Lady Theo- 
dosia retired to dress for dinner, our herome 
again left to mourn for the dreadful calamity' 
of the unfortunate Louis Laroche — then in 
his twenty-fourth year ; conspicuously hand- 
some ; once the possessor of fine sense, 
though often obscured by the uncorrected 
impetuosities of his nature ; with manners 
which had seldom failed to fascinate : and 
sad, very sad, Lady Theodosia found her, on 
her ladyship's re-visiting her> with Lady De* 
lamore, after dinner ; for Julia had been too 
much subdued to form one of the party at it. 
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CIIAPTEC XV. 

t 

Lord and Lady Delamore, with Lady Se- 
lina and Sir Charle?, were going to sacrifice 
time (to oblige Lady Selina) at a rout, of 
Miss Crabtree's ; and it was arranged, by 
Ladies Delamore and Theodosia, that as 
soon as the rout party set out, Julia was to 
go to the ^drawing-room, and not longer, be 
suffered to mope in her chamber, like an in- 
valid. Lady Theodosia, therefore, and our 
heroine, took |their tea tete-a-tete ; and as 
soon as it was ended^ her ladyship cheerr 
fully said — 

** Come, my dear Julia, I must strive to 
amuse you; and talk you out of unavailing 

sadness I will begin my attempt, by 

leading you into the ^ refettorioy as you call 
it. — When I entered, they were all seated. 
Lady Selina looked all hautmr j Sir Charles, 
the most submissive humility ; . and Lord 
Delamore, as lofty as the Alps. 

« \ Why did you not make your appear- 
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ance sooner, Lady Thebdosia?' said my 
father. 

- " * Because, my lord, I staid with Miss De 
Clifford to the last possible moment.' 

*' ' That we must receive as an admissi« 
ble excuse, if yoii were any comfort to her,* 
replied bis lordship. 

" * I am sorry to find,' said Sir Charles, 
^ that you do not mean to honour the fair 
Helen with your presence, this evening, 
Theodosia.' 

- ^ * Lady Theodosii remains at home^ sir, 
to enjoy the delectable society of the all- 
fascinating Miss De Clifford,' replied Se- 
Hna, spitefully sarc^astic. 

" Poor Charles was completely discom- 
fited; and hung his diminished head, in 
confusion. 

** ' Is it envy, at the idea of my evening's 
tite-a^eie^ that causes such a brilliant glow 
in your complexion ?^ said I, in a low voiee^ 
to Charles ; glancing miy eyes, with a curi- 
osity-inspiring lools; of caution, at Selina. 
My looks, and the still deepehed crimson 
of poor Charles's cheeks, almost set ber 
wild) and she would, I am certain, have 
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given five years of her youth, to know what 
I had whispered. 

^^ ^ Most certainly/ said I, aloud, ^ in do* 
ing that which politesse, hospitality (and I 
may add kindness), demand, I shall have a 
rich reward; for Miss De Clifford's con« 
versation is so sweetly entertaining, she is 
so interesting, so welt informed^ so* • . • . •' 

'^ ' And so competent is your judgment!' 
cried Lady Selina, sarcastically. 

''' I do not pretend to judgment/ I re- 
plied, with the prettiest air of humility ima**^ 
ginaUe ; ' I only form mine, from what the^ 
men all say of her. Lord Delamore, and 
Mr. Temple, are perpetually saying bow 
superexcellent she is ;— and: I am sure Sir 
Charles, and Fitzroy, think her so/ 

^' I touched her to the quick : she was 
then separating the wing of a chicken ; and. 
her agitation became so violent, that the 
pinion, expanding, took wing, and flew off. 
^er plate into my father's bosom. 

^^S'deatbP be exclaimec^ in a terrible 
pet (as. nothing scarcdy irritates bim so 
much as my degree of awkwardnea)-^ 
S'dcaibl' what ungentlewomanlf conduct! 
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—My coat, which I only wore last nighty 
i$ completely spoiled by your maladresse.' 

*' ' Every thing that I do, now, is wrong,' 
said Selina, bursting into tears of passion. 
- ** ' Why, to confess the truth,' replied 
Lord Delamore^ 'I think, since your re« 
turn from town, you are more freqdently, 
and more glaringly, in the wrong, than you 
were accustomed to be/ 

^ Selina cast an accusing glance at me. 

** My dear niother, wishing to prevent 
any retort froth me, and perceiving my fa* 
thet angrily employed, wiping the grease 
from his coat, mildly said-^^ I have no 
doubt, my lord, that Holt can extract all 
that grease readily : if not Saunders, the 
tailor, at Sedley, I know can clean it 
very * 

^ ^ SMeath ! madam ! do you mean to in* 
suit me?' he exclaimed. — ^Cleaned! — Re^ 
commend me to have my coat scowered !— « 
I suppose you will next insult me, madam, 
with a proposition for having my coats 
turned.' 

•*• * Indeed, my lord, said my dear mo- 
ther, blushing most beautifully, and tears 
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trembling in her sweet eyes, * to insult you 
was never my . intention. I thought, by 
your unusual anxiety about spoiling a coat, 
that this one particularly pleased you, by 
fitting you perhaps more comfortably than 
others have lately done. I only wished to 
find some remedy for an accident,, that was 
80 very unlucky as to vex you. To ofiend 
you was not in my thoughts ; and that I 
have done so, I am most sincerely sorry 
for/ 

" My father coloured highly ; dashed 
down the napkin, which the butler was 
scrubbing the coat with; ordered the old 
maa to go ; and> after a pause, in which: he 
vainly endeavoured to eat, he raised his 
eyes,, looked affectionately at my mother,, 
and said— 

•'^ * £mily> you sfeem fatigued, after your 
toil' for that nonsensical ball ; and languid^ 
and sad, from your distressful sympadiy 
this morning. I must make a toper of you 
to-day : you shall drink hard ; and must be- 
gin by taking a glass of constantia with 
me/ 

My mother instantly acquiesced ; and 
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begged Sclina to join this wine party, which 
she sullenly refused. My father then con- 
tinued : — 

** ' I do not at all approve, Emily, of 
your worrying yourself to go to this hide- 
ous old woman*s humdrum to-night. — I^ 
was very inccmsiderate, Selioa, to promise 
for your mother, after her yesterday's fag^f 
beside, I do not understand why you should 
take the liberty of making engagemeuts for 
Lady Delamore.' 

" * What a fuss about her !* muttered 
Selina. 

• " « What 's that you say, Lady Selina V* 
exclaimed' my father, with quickness. 
. " ' Nothing, my lord j— only, that it is 
very hard every thing I , do, is now found 
fault with,' she replied, whimpering. 

** Charles, not wishing for a dessert from 
the family jar, now hastily began to admire 
Selina's turban, thinking that would change 
the subject, and flatter her into good hu- 
mour»r— * It is wonderfully becoming to you: 
I never saw you wear it before, ' 
' •' ' No, sir, no ; you need not tell me, 
you never saw it ; although I wore it last 
night !' she exclaimed, spitefully, her' tears 
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iostantly arrested, by a new scope for 
rage.--^The untacky wight again hung his 
head, discomfited. Mamma, with better 
success, began a conversation about the tin- 
fortunate Laroche; which lasted nntil we 
quitted the dining-room. On our return 
from visituig you, mamma and 1 found So* 
lana still in the ponts, not detgaing to spc9k 
to any body* At lait the. carriage was an-* 
nounced; when Lady Fmosa snatched up 
her fan, and was hurrying, suUeBly^ aw&y i 
when an indisputable command from Lord 
Delamore compelled her to bestow the! 
mighty honour of her hand upon the poor 
penitent Charles, who stood, with a rueful 
countenance, and the humble air of a men- 
dicant, r^dy to hand her serene highness 
to the coach. '^~ 

** It. is very much distress, for me, to 
find,'* said Julia, ** there was particularity^ 
any, to make uneasiness, for Lady Selina, 
in the attention for me, of Sir Charles Strata* 
tonj last night. My thoughts, were not of 
him; so that I did give encouragement 
none, to Sir Charles. I very well remember, 
my much gratitude for him ; but that^ did not 
lead me, to any lure, for his attention. Situ- 
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ated as he is, it could be« triumph noxi^ for 
my vanity : and his conceiving, I would per- 
mission give, for his admiration, makes more 
humility for me, than flattery. But though 
it was not, my intention, I much grieve to 
think, I have made cause for uneasiness, to 
Lady $elina«'' 

^' Pray do not grieve about it," repfied 
IjaAy Thebdosia; *^it would only be a 
waste of your precious sorrow ; for Qiartes^s 
inattention to her, and admiration of you, 
only stung her vanity, but did not reach 
her heart. — ^Alas ! alas \ had I any affecti<Mi 
for her, I should be very wretched, to think 
of how inevitably miserable her wedded fife 
mvist be, with a man she feels no tender 
regard for, and who, in his turn, thinks 
more contempdbly c^ her, than of any other 
womam m existeDce.^* 

^ Then, so far, it is much fortunate, you 
IMe hare, none, for her; since it saves^ 
wretchedness for you,** said Julia. " Bur, 
my dear Lady Xbeodosia, are you, too, not 
jnuch for. censure, hi this, total, want, for 
sisterly afiectlm, between you? That you 
should feel t esentment, e^eedingty, of her, 
much dhrefui conduct, to your diar^ an^ ear* 
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cellent mother, is natural, and amiable very 
greatly ; but who, to tell can, that such, very 
terribly, undutifulness, would have been car- 
ried, to so great extent, had you, made conp 
ciliation of her affection ; and not, b much 
irritation, created enmity, where there was in- 
difference, only, perhaps ? Had you, by kind- 
pess, sweet, and ever irresistible, disarmed ill- 
nature; and from gentle, winning forbear- 
ance, and the constant wish, for gaining her 
esteem, acquired the power, for doing it; 
you know not, the influence, you might 
have made for yourself, and have turned it, 
for greatly good purpose.—*!, alas ! never 
had, the blessing, of the . brother, or the. sis- 
ter ; but surely, I think very certainly, the 
friendship, for such dear affinity, must be 
sweet, and lasting. How often have I sigh- 
ed, for thinking, the blessing, of so near kin- 
dred, was not for me ! To have .one lovely 
^ter, has ever been^ the vision, of my iazicy 's 
wish : — a beloved sister, so much good, and 
kind ; in whose^ bosom, for gentleness;, to re- 
j)ose my griefs, deposit all my every.thought j 
— ^from her soothing sympathy, to find the 
qonsolation, . if sorrow was my theme ; — to 
^Vn\, jie?. tear for pity, if comipit|e4, ejror?, 



287 

was for my confession : or if thetale^ so glad, 
of happiness I did tell, who (was my thought) 
could the participation feel, so warmly — 
whose sparkling pkasure, caught from my, 
much joy, could for mine, make such sweet 
addition — as the sister friend? I do much 
think, Lady Theodosia, dear sister had 
I '' 

^ ' And a sister you shall have, my dear 
Julia," said Lady Theodosia, interrupting 
her ; '^ and ' as like as I can pos»bly make 
her, to that sweety aifeccionate portrait, youj 
have so bewitchingly drawn; — if you will 
only have patience until my brother re- 
turns/' 

^^ How» will you manage, for it, then,- 
dear Lady Theodosia ?" 

** By his marrying you, I shall become 

that sister Nay, shake not your little 

head* I have set my heart upon it; and 
arranged it all, in my own mind, some days 
ago. — Arrangement the first, is — that, the 
moment St. Orville sees you, he £sills de- 
cperately in love with you."* ... 

" May Heaven^ fgrbid!" Julia emphati- 
cally exclaimed. 

*• Are yau delirious^ Julia ?** 
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*'I do hope, not; but I should be, very 
ttiuch, \dcked, not to say, with my all 
of heart. Heaven forbid, that the greatly 
amiable, exalted. Lord St. Orville, should 
be doomed^ for the misery, of inauspicious 
love.** 

•* Why, Jufia, what mean you ?^* 

Our heroine coloured highly ; and, with 
a little ingenious evasion, said — *^ Lord Dela- 
lamore, would not ever, consentmenc give, 
fer his, alone son, whose prospects, are 
open, for every hope of ambition, to wed, 
80 much humbly, so much for disadvantage, 
as the child, to your uncle's charity/* 

*' Charity ! — How could you be so un- 
Idffld to my dear uncle, as to make use of 
that nasty word ! But I am by no means 
convinced that Lord Delamore would frown 
upon thk union, I am resohed shaH take 
place; for so high are you in his favour, 
that I have had serious fears, should any 
untoward circumstance obfige mamma to 
retire from this worM, that I should have 
you for a stepdame. That has been nay 
fear;«-»but my hope is, to see you Ae wife 
of St. Orville. Depend upon k^ he is your 
kindred mind;— formed, hjmtan, so eat- 
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actly for each other, that you cannot be 
happy asunder. I assure you, Seville thinks 
as I do ; and we have been arranging every 
thing about the business : and Beville says, 
' the bkth of your first son, will be the 
overthrow of Mrs. Monk, and the restora* 
tion of my mother's . conjugal happiness ;' 
and surely, Julia, to this, you will not say 
—.* Heaven forbid!* '• 

** May Heaven restore, for Lady Dela^ 
more, happiness j and give her great bless- 
ings, three-fold!'' 

^^ You, for a daughter, as the first; % 
dear, lovely, grandson, for the second ; it 
beauteous granddaughter for the third : to 
which prayer I say, amen! amen! amen! 
— — ^I have already prepared Alfred for 
falling in loye with you ; in my last lett^, 
I told him, I should never forgive him if 
he did not ; and I dhall still do all in myr 
power to realise this earnest wish of my 
heart. •" • • • Dear luHa ! why do you change, 
colour so,. and seem so agitated?-— I hope,, 
I trust, I have said nothing to give you 
p5un?" 

^' Oh ! noy nothing for pain ; as I do 
hppe, all jou have be^, sayiog, is to j< 

vou n. i 
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and ^it you ^wll mtk6- Hot attempt, JPor 
the promotion, of .Lord St. OfvSIe's regard 
to toe.** 

** Therfe iaiinot, ^ettainly,* be much He* 
ccssity for that ; s&ce, #ithbut ihy helping 
haad» ! feel toBtihced, the momeM be 
cemes here^ his affections V9^ he yours for 
ever/* •-•'•.• 

*' Most ferveatly hope, I hate^ ift diis, ybn 
may prove, the tery bad, pi<(^)hi*e8s/* 

Lady TheoAdsia «ra9 thdugh^Ailty ^tedt 
for a few moments ; at leng^ she said-** 
^I do hot tnts&n f6 tt6 impfertiHently iaqui^ 
' jfitive, hftit, ' dear Julia, *liy ^seem siT to 
fSiHnk from the idea ^ ^> Oi^ilte\ 40¥e ? 
Ytm tiever can ineet wiA a iftore p^^fect 
birfng than hfe is; and I tlAik 'ta6 on* tradf 

80 i^iilatiz^ I%ha^s ^M^>fcr6 atr«iady 

afttathed J--I5 it «6 f -— <ib«tee' ki ilie t ^^be- 
fkvc toe, you may*'* ^ • - ^ 

^«Ofc! do mot, do ntirtr, iatsfc ta* trie, -dear, 
ddat- ifriendl" replied |aia,^ 'bksfaittg do- 
queridy, in paiftfel agitiat36n.' ''^Ul VMikd 
(for itfut^ ! do \<^, to confide in you)*-* 
but it is, the secret for another, as wdil ^ 
fqt . ihe ; and fee jeeros (I Idaovr *noft^ at all, 

wiyito) to- fet«fe 8tjw%^*iife,-fe TOxiddfl^ 
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mtnt : but all ! do know, for Tcry cettain- 
ty, is, that I am, mucfc miserable." 

Lady Thex>do4ia to6k her tenderiy in her 
arms; and our heroine hid her Mushing 
fece upon the sympafhismg bosom* of her 
young friend.— «<^ A perfect recollection of 
many circumstances, 1 thought inexplicable^ 
leads me to guess Who the participator 
kk this secret is,** sard Lady Theodona, 
with nnpres^lve feelings '^ But, ff my cdn*f 
jectures are just, I pity you from. my soul, 
Julia : and if you prize your future peace, 
confide in my mother/* 

The portal belt, ringmg heavily ,. now' an- 
somxced the return of some of the fanSfy ; 
and Lady Theodosia, and bur lidrome; 

• * 

hastily endeavoured to recover their* com^ 
posure* In a few moments more; they were 
joined by Fitzroy ; who, a little elevated hf 
wmey and dirown oflF hi^ gtiard, on unex- 
pectedly beholding Juliar there, so weH 'fe^ 
cov e re d from her mon^g^S' indisposition, 
ffew to her, nHth joy in every tura o# ^hitf 
countenance^ caught het hand, and precsaS 
it rapturot^ly to hisr lips. JdSa wi^drew 
it instantly, with mild, ftnpressive ^ility.- 
HtsBToy, something ^^ebbberted, aow' futtt^^ 

2^ 
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ed to Lady Theodosia, wha looked with 
chilling cokUiess on bxnu 

*' What's the matter with my fair coz?" 
said he, gaily. — '^ Is it the number of hours 
which have elapsed since you beheld the 
fascinating MandeviUe, tliat makes you thus 
unusually grave ?'' ^ 

^' No/' she replied; ^'Iwas commiserat- 
ing Lady Enderfield, ibr the indifference 
you evince for her, in thus unnecessarily 
delaying your return/* 

•' Pshaw I— Lady Enderficld I— Do n't let 
us talk of her." 

"Why not, Horatio?— -She is not yet 
your wife; and therefore cannot yet be a 
disagfeeable theme to you*'' 

** What . the deuce aik you^ Theodo^ia f 
•~>Why so sarcastic, and ill-natured, to 
mer 

• • • ■ * 

'' Ask me to-morrow morning, and I will 
answer you faithfully*" 

^* Pray/' said Julia, dmidly, and wishing 
to change the subject—'* I hope, you did 
pass, an exceedingly pleasant, day." 

VAs delightful a day as. I could spend, 
aw8|y from her I love," he replied^ looking 
tn^y ^ the Uiuhmg Julia. ^^ Ladj 

« 
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Sophia is a woman of supdior talents ; and, 
in her own house, ia always irresistibly fas- 
cinating." 

^^ Tou have found her so^" said Lady 
Theodosia, drily. - 

** All mankind do," replied fitzroy, cha- 
grined. 

** I believe it/' said her ladyship.—'* Pnty* 
does her son, your god-child, retain his ex* 
traordinary resemblance to you?" 

"I cannot tell — as I ncvet saw the like« 
Hess," returned Fitzroy, indignantly. 
. ** It has struck every other eye, then." 

•••A relation to you, Mr. Fitzroy ?" asked 
Julia. Fitzroy coloured, and looked con- 
ibsed. 

** No, no relation," he replied* 

** liady Sophia is not, and Mr. Ellingham 
was not, any relation of fltzroy's," «ud 
Lady Theodosia. 

'^* Then, I want not, the magician, to tell 
for me, the children cannot," returned Ju* 
lia, smiling in innocent sweetness. 

Fitzroy looked with increased delight 
apon her.— **I hope, one day,'' said he, 

to hear you say. Miss De Clifford^ that 

T * 08 
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you ^Tt €har«ed with Lady Sophia, Hef 
taitvUB are. of cbe fust order ; her miad 
highly cuhivated; a mistress of eytty a& 
complishinent^ and maoy sciences; .and, 
withal^ 60 unassuming •..••" 

*^ She 13 gr^lj beautiful, toop'' laid Julia. 

' ** She 18 so," returned Fitzroy : " and fctf 
yoiu)(g, lovely, and aCQ0fl[^li3hed, M the is 
—and dkough her late husband wa^ a most 
unpleasant old man, vith whom ^ ivas 
aotp could nor, be hs^y (Irom bh cause- 
less jeaIoufly)-*^he ha« aobly tciolved never 
again to beootne a wife ; but derofees herself, 
m^ Hie prioie of her days, to the eduoatipii of 
her i:hfldrcn.'\ 

*' Every young widow declares her dstet^ 
mination noi: to enter into a second engage- 
ttent>" said LadyTbeodoisia ; — '^ and every 
widow. bioiES that yow^ if tempted to it.'' 

~^<Aye, but those are commoft mmda.— « 
Ton, ISfiss J9e Ciifiard^ will, I Jcaiow, be 
charmed with Lady Sophia's maternal ten-> 
demess: — and three such iovdy habes I. 
sever saw I They form the most intemtmgly 
beaut&i groiq^ that can be conceived, when 
hangi;^ round thdr lovely: young mother. 
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And yfil^m . i% ^ J^loroifig ypn ar^ a/d^jtted^ 
and fij^d, this esemplary. wojnan in thjs izi,- 
teresting task of instructing her offspriq^^ 

** She is * vi^y ajlluring, no doubt : — ^and if 

%.(^^ jftpitrtWflJc this, ^9A ^ B9tq»t^QbW9 

tspr y^ijfi mdffkif^d^ sjh? would wt^^ sgruput 
au$(jr play the .la^tructing mother," sti^ 

') ! f^ J^e^Iy your ladyship i« quita a» char 
;^t^f ]r ,^d; good*2)is^i}rfdy as your sister V* 
%fUiffi^€^ Fi|«raj. «' But how caa you «p 
depreciate this excellent mother, whea yop 
mu$t ha¥(^ iPf^rl^ the pTQgr^ss ia know- 
ledge of ev^ t|ie youngest of her children V\ 

^.^ Thfiir pr<^^s ia atbeisiUal knowledge^ 
I have no doubt of," said Lady Theodosia. 
. ^ Gracpi|8 H^ven ! can any mocher be 
•uch Ibl^ fiwd, to teach^ for her children, 
^tfheism?'' excised our heroine, pale, and 
shuddering with horror* 

^^ Lady Sophia is a modern philosopher-^ 
a faihioi^ahle skeptic ; ian4 her infidelity tt 
her boast $" replied Lady Theodosi^ 

*' Oh, Mr. jFiRtrqy r' »id Jplife trem- 
bling in dismay, *'do not, make fpr m^, 

o 4 
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^uch wretchedness, to say you do (for yon 
caniiot^ no, you cannot) estimslte, so mtich 
bad, a woman.'' 

Fitzroy had been highly disconcerted by 
Lady Theodosia ; but this artless address, 
disclosing at once to his conyiction the se- 
cret of the innocent Julia's heart, fiHed Im 
mind widi aU the joy of unexpected certam 
happiness ; and, with eyes irradiated by the 
ecstasy of his enraptured feelings, he caught 
her hand, Jn a transport of tenderness, 
exclaiming, as he ^pressed it with fervour to 
hislips-— 

" I estimate nothing, that you disapprove.'* 

Julia, overwhelmed with confusion^ with- 
drew her hand ; and a pause of some mo* 
ments ensued. 

- At length. Lady Theodosia said,^ ** Sup* 
pose you were wedded to a skeptic, Julia ?*' 
' ** For mercy ! suppose nothing, of half so 
dreadful, for pie I' exclaimed Julia, shud* 
dering. 

5* Would it make you very unhappy ?*' 

** It would, my heart break." 
* *^ But you might convert him, perhaps, 
JuKa.*'.,. 
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^^ Oh ! have not supposition, at all, that 
such a heart-rending trial, is ever to be, for 
mine. If all creation, did not, in its much 
great wonders, convicdon prove, for him, 

hope I could small have, to eflfect it 

And, oh ! wretchedness^ unutterable ! to be- 
kold, the husband of my affection^ devoted 
for, terrible perdition !-~-——*The darling 
children! how save them, amd not teach 
for them, to ti^m, in much horror, from 
their very own father !"..•. And the emo- 
tion of Julia's mind spoke in hef . eyes, in 
her tremor, and the pale tint of her coun- 
tenance. 

i «Well, Fitzroy,** said Lady Theodosia, 
iEKprcssively ; " you see that Julia JDe CHf* 
ford is not likely to be charmed with Lady 
Sophia, or become a member of her sect of 
philosophers." 

< ^^ Oh, no!" cried JuUa, with bewkching 
fiaivet^y ^* never expect for me, at all, to 
Uke that atheist womanv— Never majke h, 
f6r yolir request, that I should visit her; 
because, for certainty, 1 cotold not comply^ 
without, vefy much paiiiful, reliictance/* 
> Aean fitzrot seized Julia 's handl and 
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amci it with transport to his lips: and 
more cpavioced, both from bk now flushed 
chdeks^ uwescrained looks aa4 nuaxQer, that 
iviae had elevated hha beyQnd her power ta 
awe, Julia requested Lady Theodo3ia's per« 
mitsioa.to retire. 

<« If you feel inclined to leave us, certaqdy ^ 
hiM ACfl until you haiffe had some nourishment, 
W^ ^lif^iie^jflf^ciQm chargic/' said her lady* 
ihi^ kindly i rad f ioging a beU, ordered a 
ti:ay wkh . refreshipenttL. 

Fkaioy. wa^ most^ assiduous in helping 
Jiilia^ sp^ in vec^rding ihe moment of ber 
retiring; and now brooking no restraint^ 
betrayed to Lady Theodosia, by hi« eyes, 
Hb words, aad- actioas, that he was most 
Afdei^tiy in love with h&r hsdtidiiBg fri^MiU 
|ul^> d^fiopl^erted^ offended, eimL embur^ 
rassed, at length defeated, by ber u&devt^ 
atk^ s^ie^ixfSSSa his efforts to detain her; 
99d, attf^d64 by Mrs. Seville^ letimd to 
hf^ .ej^i^ij just as itbe port^Ll Ml aft* 
^pmviced tl)e return iff the party from 
Mrs^ CralMS'efs; ,but ilie iacid«nts^ etf 4h^ 
day bore to»' b^a^i^. «poii iier |e^]»tgt~-r 
kcc hopes ^ fetish. veK too .imibly 
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Ewakened, and ^th all the tender to* 
terest of her heart in action«»for deep to 
visit her^ for many hours ; and the sun had 
arisen> ere JuUa's eyes d<W9^> for a shori 
rq>ose. 



« * 



> t 



:j . 



1 • . ' * 4 



i. . 






• 'S 









doo 



C»APT£a XVI. 

At breakfast, the succeeding morning, 
Lady Delamore informed our heroin^, ^ ^ the 
eighth of September was fixed for the union 
of Sir Charles and Lady Selina* — ^Just a 
month sooner than Selina had determined 
upon," said her ladyship ; ^^ and all this new 
arrangement was made on our way from 
Sedley, last night. . i doubt not, Theodosia 
informed you, how much Selina was offend^ 
ed with Charles (and certainly with reason), 
for his dereliction of her, at the ball, and 
undisguised admiration of you. Charles, 
after many unsuccessful protestations of 
contrition^ at length craftily pleaded jea* 
lousy in extenuation of his conduct, awak* 
ened by her great attentions to Sir Robert 
Raymond, and her naming so distant a pe» 
riod for his promised happiness, evincing so 
much indiflference for his feelings. 1 his at 
once appeased Selina; and induced her t0 
name an earlier day. • • . ^ . • . . Poor itl*fated 
Charles!'* continued her ladyship, mourn* 
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fully.— ^* And may. I not ftiy^ poor Emily ! 
-—fated to pity the man who has chosen her 
child for his wife ?'* And now, tears stream- 
ed down her cheeks, calling those of sym* 
pathy to Julia's eyes ; which Lady Delamore 
no sooner perceived, than^ hastily chasing her 
own, she cheeringly said— 

^^ I am going to take you, my dear child, 
a viery pleasant excursion, to see some of the 
lions of our county ; and Theodosia has pro^ 
mised to accompany us : but we must be con- 
tilnted with only* the escort of our domestics ; 
for our gentlemen are to be' engaged, all the 
morning, upon business, relative to Selina's 
marriage settlements, and about effectually 
securing the unfokunate Laroche from at- 
tempting further outrage.** 
\ Lady Delamore was. as good as her word. 
She took our heroine k most delightful ex* 
cursion ; in which she ^ was gradfied and 
amused,' notwithstanding the propensity of 
^ her mihd, at present; to indulge id mefian* 

^ - When 'Julia met Lord^Delamore, at din- 
ner^Jie-^very k2ndly congratithted hxk, upoii 
Ma^- tfecttraMy! a^iired^ from cthe" luture^ 
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ilarmmgf and distressmg^ addresBe* of tb» 
wa&>rtunate Larpcbe» 

Tears of sy mpatbising compassion: trembled 
in Julia's eyes, as she thanked his lordship for 
his kind exertions. 

^ And, Miss De Clififord, rest assured that 
poor Laroche is in very humane haqds, where 
he will be gently, kindly treated, until his 
friends send fi>r him/' said Fit«u-oy in a VQicp 
of iend^ness and pity, . 

Julians tears no longer kept jtheir timid 
station, but rolled down her cheeks ^ and 
she sobbed, in gratitude^ at this intelligence^ 
until recollecting where she was, she sud- 
denly recalled her firmness, asked for a glas» 
of water, and^ with a strong dScxi to re? 
sume her cheerfulness related to Itord De* 
lamore.aU the pleasuren aij^I Mrpfis^ Lfdy 
I)elamore had treated her wjftb, in^tj^r«si>^ 
eui»iop,4hat mprning* 

Lady ThepdofiiA h^d madi^iiiiii^rt^, with 
Julia^ CO go to ilie ^lilllaer^p at Sedl^^'ift* 
the evening ; and now Fitzroy entreat^ fo 
earnestly fpr . leame:,(9 g%^ with Afn^ ,^d* 
Lady Tbfeqdoski ^ secj^ied;. $9^ V99^1jHge :^ 

bm» .4Mk 1^4 Mm6S9, Mi»gl^ 
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kittrfisred^ Wfmg ^' that he must i«{^>oit 
Ac hid sotne private a^natioa to fulfil^ 
if she longer refused the proper^ and re-*. 
%)ectable> escort of her cousin ;'^ and hjsr 
ladyship, by no means with her usual ami- 
able graciousnesSy acquiesced* But» notwith* 
standing Tfaeodosia's very apparent reluct- 
ance to his company 9 fltBroy bounded into 
the sociable a&er her, and her s^trattive com- 
panion : when four beautiful ponies^ with two 
pretty boys for postiUons^ soon ooaveyed them 
to&dley* ' 

Gn thdr road, they passed the path 
wloch iSir Charles and Fitzroy had provi'^ 
defttially g^llopped do^a to ow heroine'a 
rescue ; and the moment she now bdidd it, 
dpery .sensatiob of danger^ ao narrowly estitped, 
pervaded her whole frami ; add At bteame 
pi^ as deaths aad^huddened* 

F«traoy) iMtemive - oriy to her^ suddenly 
esriaiaeA, in agpnised terl'or^ ^' Julik^ my 
U&t jvhttiatheioiatiBrwttbTOtt?" ' 

Diopieasure^' at tfw tnipit4MBr fanailiarity of 
this addhess^ recalled the fugitive Uoom. to 
fttliafa ehedb^ wish iptfl^d ibriUiaac 

^'I^BQR«yiMml/' raid JLady Theodoaia^ 
perocinntg ofMUog liib matter with her ioMly 
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Companion; ^^ a rather too affectionate ad* 
dressy methinks, to a lady you have knotm 
*—let me see — one, two, three, four — 

, only seven days ! A stranger, whom I 

* 

myself introduced you to — sorely against your 

. inclination, as it seemed.'^ 
- ^^ No, Theodosia, Mis$ De Clifford was no 
stranger. — Long before I most unexpectedly 
met her with you, her image w^s indelibly en- 
graven upon my heart/' 

^* Heart indeed ! — I am sure there was no- 
thing of hairt in the reception you gave 
her. No; all was studied, .frigid, formali- 

- ty ; calculated to lure us all into a belief 
that you had never before seen her. What 
•—can you tell ?— was that deception for ?" " 
^^ Because, Theod<>sia, I had been lured, 
duped^ fooled, like an idiiot-^the veriest 
idiot ! — into conduct so inconsistent, ^ abo* 
minable, so nionstroM, so inexplicable, to 
Miss De Cliffi>rd, that, though sdll adoring 
her with tenderness unalienable, I at that 
kioment had rather have bdield my bitterest 
fiae.: I could form no excuse for the folly, 
die madness, of my prciceed|ngs^ and TeO 
^ifo new ecrori, new pfiences ;<>^iit, situ- 
^€d as X then was, .what couU:. I nrjgc V 
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extenaatiov? My tteating my heart's idol I 
an utter s.tranger, saved me much humilis^d 
don: and having been led to befieve hei* 
heart was cold to me^ I thought Miss De CUfa 
ford would thank me for ridding her of a^ 
acquaintatoce whom she disregarded." 

^^ As you then were situated, are you not 
exactly now ?-— Then, you were engaged to 
bt the husband of Lady Endctfield ; and stiH 
you are engaged to her;*' said Lady Theo^ 
dosia^ gravely* ' . ^ 

^* I was, and still am, under that dis- 
graceful, dete^abte, engagement :— but wide- 
ly different is now my situation. When I 
camie to Dehmore castle, I thought my ho- 
nour bound me to Lady Enderfield ; but 
now. • • • Excuse me, Theodosia ; let me spare 
her. ..... Suffice it to say, I can, without dis» 

honour, break off with her.'* 

The grave countenance of Lady Theodosia, 
instantly changed to one of unfeigned plet* 
sure, and affectionately giving him her^hand; 
she said — 

^« Most truly I congratulate you!— Oh t 
how happy will die bmddbg off this hated 
marriage, ms^e every one who loves you! 



^^lily i mid iMve l^i) ^{r^^^r , wgQF . .w«^ 

^ou, since l^^ nigh^t I thavf^t |^u^ diiu 

^:ionourably» wd unpat49wl>iy:s v^e.wii- 
,ffg ^ thif 4«ar l9npoex^£kl!«iaval\^lfi Af- 
fections, whw. y w y«m »r«H v«bh& wigftjed 

^^ While I cox}sid/^Fed inyself . so^; Mi^ X)^ 
CUfibrd wi|i do me the ju^io^ $Q fifty/ I P9f^ 
KyfTcdiainy ittinfuL(oW . « ^^^agQ^ifinn^ 
pain to me!), frigid reserve to.^/r\ ;>.;.;. i 

** Noi, ^together, my ,mv^ j[9«da sir/* 
tboMgbtibe bigMy^ag^ed Julia; '^f«r t^ 
very eTeningi wc did ine^t, y<Hi pr^s^ 
with afff adon> grasp, ipy i»»4 j Mi didw» 
to rea,d, from, my ccpiuttnwpe^ vh«n . yov 
were #o aure, the feelings of my bejir^ were 
there pomrtrayed/* 

^' But have ydv «ot infiHTOtd wy: mother 
of this h^ppy iiy€^li|^Qfk«« ?" ^aW. li^y Thco- 

, ** Not v€/ii ofif, 49- 1 mm it» fwtil .«U «». 

finaiUy terminated : — ^although it . is to iny 
fl4lir gant DcibtAonb-l ^^'Wy fortunate, 
my trappy, .<^ca|)e. fc; to^n, j^e acddmt- 
ally heard v^^W^. . int^Wgencei which (he 
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b^Uy communicated bj letter to mc. I 
(^ikf mCed fool that I then viw !) disbelieved 
«U : aod, aiUubus to convmce he?, Lady Sti* ^ 
derfieid had been caluomiated^ I em{Joyed u ^ 
fmnd to trace out die calumniator ; wlk^. 
was readilj found, came forth, witk sucil 
honour and ingenuousness, and has. brought 

such proof. In short, was I still as 

much attached as, a few years ago, I really 
was to her, I would not, could not, make 
her now my wife. But, though I can no 
longer even estimate her, I would not treat 
her harshly; nor, with unmanly malice, 
make public what has been so miraculously 
communicated to me : — and weii I know, if I 
did so, my adored Julia would hate me for 
it* To deserve her good opinion, is now my 
firm purpose ; and all I now shall do> will be 
to aim at meriting her esteem." 

'^ Then," said Lady Theodosia, smiling,^ 
*^ we shall have you so good, that my aunt 
.and uncle will not know their precious boy 
agdin. — ^But how has this wish to please your 
* adored Julia,' arranged your proceedings re- 
lative to Lady Enderficld ?** 

" With delicacy, and propriety^ I trust j 
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to move to Weymouth, the head-quarters 
of his regiment ; and that she had, too, 
most peremptorily, made it a point with 
him, to set off the very next day for Bath, 
to be present at the nuptials of his cousin.— 
I fear, I sloll be absent a whole wetky 
upon dus disagreeable enpeditioa," added 
lis lordships mourafuUy^ 

Jtsiia fdt both sonrow aad plesisure at ^h 
intelligence :— -the former, because she ooa« 
jectnred that she was unfoctimdtely file 
cause of Lady Lmdore's sudden removal; 
aAd the latter was awakened at ^he idea 
of Lord Liadore's absence, efen for one 
saoort week* > 

^^ This is an mopinate obl>ectalioft, Ladf 
Theodoaa SQUtherlffld,"* said Mrs* Beau- 
mont^ just then entering^ wkh three ef ber 
dam^ers^ ^^ Iiam» fteirally^ alniost amoft, 
wkhthe uralidity of this evening ; and have 
acquired &uch x hebkation, xAt veiYigkimas, 
pam or my pericranium^ anyd am sci inefisttl 
tp ^ikndicidition, aod £eel 6o MccMuou^, ^hal 
lU. Beaumont (who h quite a chatlatui) 
hM eaqxitriated me from mydomieillbrtift 
koor; as he dtinks diepdiapilafiicafr4efthi|f 

anOriiow evening: wtt offeMe like * nepeo^ 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

They h^d entered Sedley^ before Fttzroy 
finished his communicationsy which were 
Seard by Julia with a palpitating heart, full 
of joy at his escape from misery ; and beat- 
ing, with many a timid hope, for her owa 
happiness with him. They drove directly 
to the milliner's, which was exactly oppo- 
site to the inn where the officers messed, 
whose attention Uieir elegant equipage m« 
stantly arrested, and almost as instantane- 
ously drew Lord Lindore and Major Man- 
deville from the festive board, to join our 
little party in Mrs. Vamp weirs . shop ; and 
where, now, Fitzroy treated. Lord Lindore' 
yritb more cordiality, thsm he had been' 
before inclined to evince for his lordship. 

Lord Lindore, after the first joy of seeing 
Juli^ had subsided, hastened to inform her^ 
with a rueful countenance, *^ that his 
grandmother had (with a degree of caprice 
he had never be£ore perceived in her) taken 
a ^^udden dislike tp Sedley, aiid:fwas goii^ 
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^negate, but graiu^ without nolition, your 
genial syndrome to my earnest obsecration, 
for your tddng your evening's beverage at 
my humble commoranee/' 

Lady Theodosia did not promptly rq>Iy ; 
being rather puzzled as to what Mrs. Beau- 
mont was 80 cordially inviting her: and. 
diat lady, mitftoking the cause of her silenicc^ 
hastily exclaimed*—. 

*^ Your ladyship, I trust, does npt expe- 
rience any excandescenc^ at my obtesta- 
tion.— And let this sweet extraneous crea-. 
lure not ^tand adiaphorous ; but grant, too, 
her allubescency to my request, wbich I 
trust is an idoneous one/'. 

Julia, blushing at her own ignorance, re- 
'plied, with the most fascinating ndtueti — 

*^ My not having-, long .cu8t<>m^ to yotn* 
language, madam, will, t trust, plead; foi^ 
, my pardon, in not exactly, quite, well, com* 
prehendisg, what you have had^ much good- 
ness, to say for me.** 

^^ Sweet creamre !'.' exclaimed Mris. Beau* 
mont, ^^how I have infiuiaEled her lovdy 
face I" 

<' My mother/'.aaid Miss Ann Beaumont, 
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colouring too, ^'requests the faoaottr of 
your company, and Lady Theodosia's, to 
take your tea, at the rectory, this evening." 

Lady Theodosia now said, ^^ she would 
accept Mrs. Beaumont's kind invitation, 
only Lord Lindore had promised to drink 
tea at Deiamore castle, where he wanted to 
pay his farewell compliments/' 

Mrs. Beaumont instantly extended her 
unintelligible invitation, to Lord Lindore, 
Fit^roy, and Major Mandeville \ and as the 
magnet which would have attracted his 
lordship to Deiamore castle was to remain 
at Sedley, if this hospitable lady's request 
was complied with, he hesitated not to urge 
Lady Theodosia's stay, as he clearly saw 
her ladyship wished to do so : and soon 
every thing was arranged among the 
party, for the acceptance of Mis. Beau- 
mont's general invitation j who now, look- 
ing with triumphant exultation upon every 
one she met on the way, led them to the 
rectory, where, with the rest of the Beau- 
mont family, were several of the Sedley in- 
habitants already assembled. 

*' Look here!*' exclaimed Mrs. Beau* 
mont, smiling in delight and consequence. 

VOL II. p 
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-j— "in* iny abberration from home, my 
lUcky stars prompted me to tralineate into 
Vampweirs shop ; where I fortuitously ilia* 
queated this detectable increment to our 
party." 

Hiis addition to the circle was cordially 
welcomed by Mr. Beaumont and his family ; 
■nor were the young female visitors less 
pleased at the acquisition of three such 
handsome beaus. 

During the business of tea-drinking. Miss 
Beaumont cautiously whispered Miss Ne- 
'ville ; which Mrs. Beaumont perceiving, she 
angrily exclaimed— 

** Atalanta ! I am shocked, at finding my- 
self under the luctiferous necessity of aspir- 
ating an objurgation to my primogenial 
child, for reprehensible rudeness, in exsuf- 
folating in company s but I insist upon 
what passed in your insusurration, being 
now nuncupative." 

Miss Beaumont, deeply colouring, de- 
clared " she had only said, to Miss Neville, 
were there a few more gentlemen, they 
might send for blind Quid, and have a little 
dance; as she was sure Lady Theodosia 
would like it." 
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** Indeed I should, of aU duitg9» iike to 
dance : but would infinitely prefer you, and 
your sisters^ for musicians, to blind Quid ;*' 
replied her ladyship: who^ well knowing 
the circumstances of the family were not 
affluent, objected to what must create ad- 
ditional expense. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont, finding Ltdj 
Theodosia would like it, were now all anxie- 
ty to piromote a dance. The two officers 
oflFered their regimental band; to which 
(for the same kind consideration) Lady 
Theodosia objected, saying, '* she would 
only dance to the harp and piano-forte.'* 
Mr. George Beaumont was now ordered, 
by his mother, to go to the beach, the li- 
brary, and parade, to beat up for volunteers ; 
to which order he replied, " he had rather 
not go." 

" Why, you bardous noctumbulo !*' ex- 
claimed his mother ; ^* will no ratiocination 
of mine ever suscitate you from your lurid 
oscitancy ! — Go, sir ; prove yourself mori- 
gerous to my commands : and, without any 
nolition, or tergiversation, go out where I 
ordered you." 

Poor Mr. Georg^ reluctantly obeyed; 

p 2 
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and much sooner than he was expected re- 
turned with several officers, who very glad- 
ly accepted his invitation to the rectory j 
aiid shortly after, all the young people ad- 
journed to the rooin appropriated to dancing 
in that house, where the Miss Beaumonts, 
excelling in country-dance playing, relieved 
each other at the piano-forte and harp, 
which they now played (as they had often 
done before) the whole evening,- cheerfully, 
for their guests to dance to. 

The moment this little amusement was 
proposed. Lord Lindore eagerly ei^treated 
Julia to be his partner ; which, in conform- 
ity with Lady Delamore's advice, she in- 
stantly declined : but, not inidated in the 
finesse of ingenious ladies, who upon such 
occasions contrive without' offisnding to re- 
fuse the man they do not like to dance 
with, and accept the man they do (should 
he afterwards offer himself^, by, saying, 
** Should I dance to-night, I am engaged," 
she unwittingly excused herself upon the 
plea of not being sufficiently recovered from 
her recent indisposition to encounter the, 
fatigue. By this excuse, excluding herself 
from partaking of the amusement of the 
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evening J and defeating her own aim in re- 
spect to him, as she lost not his assiduities 
by it : for as there were more beaus than 
belles present,. his lordship felt it ijtot in-, 
cumbent upon him to join the dancers, and, 
therefore quitted not Julias side, until, led, 
on by the convenience of this golden op-^ 
portunity, in the midst of this bustling 
scene of hilarity, he ,made an unequivocal 
declaration of his ardent passion for her^ 
and offered himself, and coronet, to her, 
acceptance, 

Julia, distressed at this unwished-for de 
claration, though grieved to give hi];n pain, . 
would not augment it by the delusions of 
hope, or the torments of suspense ; but . 
hastily, and with all the* sweetness her na- 
ture and compassion now inspired, destroy- 
ed at once every expectation ; for, in her , 
eagerness to lessen the pain she was com- - 
pelled to inflict, she artlessly betrayed that, 
her affections had been won before she saw 
his lordship : arid poor Lord Lindore — now, 
indeed, of every hope bereft— in a state of 
the most pitiable agony of mind, precipi- 
tately left the rectory, and flew to the sym- 

p 3 
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pathising friendship of his adoring grand* 
mother. 

Julia, with glowing cheeks and tearful 
eyes, looked after his lordship as he retreat- 
ed, whilst her compassionate heart heaved 
the sigh of pity and regret ; nor could she 
conquer, or conceal, the sadness her gener- 
ous feelings inspired, from those who were 
keenly observing her. 

Sir Rotert Raymond (who was among 
those recruits brought in by Mr. George 
Beaumont) was a professed quizzef\ and 
never failed to make bombastic love to 
every young Woman who would allow him, 
and tcr amuse hiijiself with cv^ry thing he 
could turn int6 the ridiculous. Almost im- 
mediately upon Lord Lindore*s flight, he 
approached our pensive, agitated heroine, 
to worry her with his teasing raillery upon 
his lordship's abrupt dereliction of her, and 
her evident dejection ; when, to avoid his 
badinage y and to conceal her own compas- 
sionating feelings, she hastily snatched up 
a tambourine, and accompanied the harp 
and piano-forte. Her delicacy was of too 
retiring refinement, to admit of her throw- 
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mg herself into any attitude of action« She 
played with quiet, unobtruding, feminine 
ease, though with all the spirit the instru- 
ment required : yet it displayed the exqui«> 
site symmetry of her perfect form, and the 
fine contour and transparent whiteness of 
her beautiful bands and^arms, to such strike 
ing advantage ; each movement was so un^ 
affectedly graceful and elegant; that almost 
universal admiration and attention .were eX" 
cited by the unconscious Julia : while Mrs* 
Neville continued in a perceptible fidget, 
until she laid down the tambourine, at the 
conclusion of the dance, when chat wary 
mother seated herself by our heroinej and^ 
without any thing occurring to occasion it^ 
began an obtruding panegyric upon the un- 
paralleled perfections of her own daughters ^ 
whose various superexcellence she was audi-» 
bly pourtraying, in glowing colours, until call- 
ed by Captain Neville to the card-rooiii, to 
take his cards, with a view '* of changing the 
luck,'' as he was losing. 

Sir Robert Raymond now, again, approach* 
cd Julia.—" Is it your custom. Miss De Clif- 
ford," said he, "to provide wives for your 
discarded s warns V 

p 4 
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•* No, indeed,'* returned Julia, smiling, 
•' »uch is not, custom for me/' 

" The d-^1 ! — ^Then these surpassing pane- 
gyrics were levelled .at my poor devoted 
heart !— The deuce ! I hope it has stood this 
formidable assault! for I should look but 
dolorous to find it bad slippied away to one 

of these monsters of perfection Yet, 

am I not too vain? — ^Sutely, this notable 
mother would not have the amazing gener- 
o^ty to bestow one of those nonsuches of 
daughters upon a paltry baronet, with 
only six thousand per annum ! — Pshaw ! no^ 
no, never! that would not be matching 
them equal to their enormous merit.— No, 
they must be paired off with, all our young 
dukes and marquisses." 

*• I do, much think,'* replied Julia, smiling, 
** were you to make offer, of yourself, you 
might find, for your great happiness, one, of 
humility enough, to accept you/* . 

" Why then, in sober earnest, I would 
sooner unite myself to age and deformity, 
than any of this speculating woman's' pre- 
cious brood ; '^for, depend upon it, she has 
trained them up all artificial characters, 
composed of deep design and blandish* 
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ment. — She could teach them nothing else; 
for artful speculation breathed in every word 
of encomium she uttered.** 

«* You are surely, great deal : too much 5 
severe. Sir Robert!** said Julia. "Do you. 
think, ity, not for possibility, the partiality of 
mptber, leading to the belief,, her children are 
perfection ?** 

" Oh, yes!*' returned Sir Robert. " I 
would make every allowance for, nay ve- 
nerate, the spontaneous effusions of mater- 
nal tenderness ; — ^but here was nothing of 
that. This woman safe down, predetermined 
to ring her daughters' praises in your ears, 
that they might resound in mine. • • • . Now, 
look at that old parson, there.'. .. . 

" Mean you of Mr.. Beaumont, sir ?V 

" Most certainly, I do, — ^Now, observe, 
him : — Do not his . eyes, sparkling with pa- 
ternal delight, in renovated fire, as with fond* 
and ardent .gaze he looks after each of his 
4ai]^t4rs, .as they dance along, speak more 
unequivocal^ convincing, eulogium upon hi& 
children ?- No man could regard his progeny 
with. suAh ■ enraptured affec/ion, if they did 
aot.deserveiiis love.'* 

. JuUii Ipoked^ until her . eyea; glisten^^ 

p. 5 
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with the tear of sympathy, caught from Mr« 
Beaumont^d parental rapture. 

« There r exclaimed 8if Robert 5 « its 
effect on you, proclaims the justice of 
my observation. *— The mother's voluble, 
elaborate, display of her affection, through 
her daughter's praise, I saw only excited 
your contempt; proved by your half»r^ 
pressed smile of scorn and incredulity: 
whilst the expression of the father's eyes 
went to your heart at once, convincing you 

his were the feelings of nature But 

now. Miss De Clifford, have the goodness 
to tell me, if you can, why it is, that while 
conversing with you, the spirit is subdued 
within me, which ever, almost unresistingly, 
leads me to make love to every young woman 
I speak to ?" 

" I not at all, know," replied our heroine : 
^^ unless inspired, by kindness^ from com* 
pa'ssion; which leads you, to spare moj 
from the humility to think,* in foolishness, 
I had made you, in love for me, when I 
had ndt.'* 

** Not so. Miss De Clifford j— it is down* 
right cowardice restrains me* My penetrar 
tl<m has told me to beware of attacking 
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witK cou&terfeit shafts, where Lote, in 
vengeance, with his most potent powor, 
would completely and inevitably vanquish 
me. And beside, too, I fear, could I 
escape the point of liord lindore's sword^ 
the pistol of Mr. Fitzroy would cut me off, 
in the blossom of my yjouth, if I made the 
attempt." 

Poor Julia's face and neck ^yere now 
completely tinted with vermillion : her eyes'> 
at this moment, met Fitzroy 's ; her blushe8 
were heightened; her conscious glances 
sought the ground : but, anxious to conceal 
her embarrassment from Sir Robert, she re- 
plied, with as steady a voice as she could 
command : — 

*' The pistol, of Mr. Fitzroy, sir, would 
only be turned, for the man, who would 
make pretensions, for the love of Lady £n- 
derfield ; to whom, report does say, he is to 
be for husband soon." 

^^ I have heard that report, anddoiibtit, 
too; for I cannot disbelieve a man^s owaf 
assertions ; and Mr. Fitzroy has declared lo 
me, in the most unequivocal language, that 
jou^ and you only, are the idol emfarin^ 
within his heartr" 
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«' Mr. Fitzroy, tell to you, so, sir! — For 
cerrainty, you must, have much mistake* 
made, of him," said Julia^ tremulously. 
• *^ No^; not more than I misconceive this 
aweet, bewitching, artless, confusion now. 
No ; my skill in the learned language of the 
eyes, I yield to no man j — and Fitzroy's eyes 
told every secret .of his heart to me, at the 
gala^ at Delamote castle." 

" You appreciate, too greatly inuch, your 
abilities," replied Julia, with a strong effort 
at gaining her self-poissession :. ^^and, be- 
lieve of me, you misinterpreted, at Dela- 
more castle/' 

*^ No, I never misinterpret. The eyes 
have been my profound study from my 
youth ; and I cannot be deceived. .... Now, 
look at ancient Helen : — ^ alack ! there lies 
more peril in her eyes, than twenty of their 
swords.', . . .— rAye, peril ! — there is witchery 
in them : and she will annihilate you with 
her looks, if she can manage it. . • . . See ! 
behold! as she earnestly regards you, you 
xmy read in her eyes — envy, hatred^ and. 
Qialice. ... •••Come, . now, be convinced of 
aiy knowledge :r^read her eyes yourself ; and 
tell me, what language they speak to you/» 
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" A dead- one, I perceive ; and I have -not, . 
the deep learning for, to understand," replied , 
Julia, smiling, and anxious to turn the con- 
versation from Fitzroy. 

Sir Robert laughed excessively : and, his 
sarcastic propensities now fully awakened,, 
he began with his merciless satire, com- 
mencing with Mrs. Helen Crabtree; nor' 
did he spare any person present, who had 
the smallest visible defect or absurdity to 
ridicule. His remarks were often so quaint* 
ly ludicrous, yet all so obvious, that, not- 
withstanding the inherent kindness and phir 
lanthropy of Julia's naturd, and her still 
glowing sympathy for poor Lord Lindore, 
he not unfrequently beguiled her of a smile j 
and though her heart led her to highly dis- 
approve of every species of ilUnature, she 
yet suflFered Sir Robert to proceed in his 
'Whimsical stficture9, as it kept bim from 
reverting to that subject which she knew 
could not fail to overwhelm her with con* 
fusion. 

About an hour before supper wa$ an- 
nounced, to t^Ke satisfaction of very &w, 
but the astonishment of all. Lady Selina: 
Southwland . arritcd, atteiided .by JAf. Tem- 
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pie, and her contrite suitor^ Sir Charles 
Stratton. 

Lady Theodosia, in amazement, enquired' 
from Sir Charles, ^^ What capriciouis gale had 
blown them thither?'' and was haughtily 
answered by her half-sullen sister — 

*^ You took care. Lady Theodosia, oblig- 
ingly to lessen our small party. My lord 
and lady sat down to piquet ; and I was so 
overpowered with enma^ that his lordship, 
in one of his arbitrary humours, ordered a 
carriage, and absolutely compelled me to come 
hither.'* 

Mrs. Beaumont (though not much elated 
by this account, which considerably low- 
ered her triumph at what at first had ap- 
peared so flattering) now politely asked Lady 
Selina ^^ to unite in the symposiack, and join 
the dancers." 

** No, ma'am, I had rather not," repfied. 
her stately ladyship. 

Then Mrs. Beaumont enquired — ^^ Where 
she chose to be seated ?** 

** My choice is, to stasid, tna'am." 

" Not near that door, I beg,'^ said Mr. 
Beaumont, kindly. 

I must request, sir^ that you ^U not 
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make any fuss with me : and I (hall be 
obliged to you, to let me sit, or stand, just 
x^rhete I please/* 

Fbor Mr. Beaumont, with a glowing 
eheek, bowed with respect ; and tacitly 
walked away. At this moment. Lady Se- 
lina first observed, that Sir Robert Ray^ 
mond was present. She blushed in shame 
and repentance, for her display of ilLtem-* 
per ; and hastily lit up her coimtenance 
with every smiie she could press into this 
foreign service: when, with an inviting 
glance, she bowed condescendingly to Sir 
Robert^ whom shei instantly wished to at* 
> tract to a renewal of his adulation, that she 
might have the triumf^ of destroying his 
hopes, and making the misery she had 
power to inflict conspicuous to that large 
assembly. But vain were now her liiires : 
Sir Robert had learned she was seriously 
engaged to Sir Charles Stratton ; and no 

• 

longer considered her an object for his 
badimag4 : bat now, having remarked enoiigh 
of her unamiabie temper to excite hia ridi 
cule, he was proceeding not to spare her 
ladyship J when julia> with spirit and sweet- 
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ness happily blended, suddenly interrupted 
him, and said — 

" You do, quite, forget, sir, to whom^ you 
say your thoughts : but I have quick recol- 
lection, to know, it is not for my wish, ta 
hear, the sarcasm -made^ for any of the Dela- 
more family," 

Sir Robert promptly bowed, in respectful 
acquiescence, and was silent. 

At length, the dancing was ended; and 
Lady Theodosia advanced towards oar he^ 
roine, and begged a seat beside her. Several 
of the ladies followed her ladyship; and a 
group of the late dancers formed round where 
Julia sat. 

Fitzroy had,, almost imsnedktely after 
dancing had been determined upon, asked 
Julia to be his partner ; who having refused 
Lord Lindore, . could not comply; with his re- 
quest : when Fitzroy instandy left her ; sought 
out a remarkably pretty yoUng .woman, a nieoe 
of Mrs. Beaumont's,^ lately, married to a 
rich old man, to whom he attached himself^ 
with marked parUcularity,. for tbe.remsttnder 
of . the. evening. . 

.Our heroine-^iooiiceivi^g the motives 
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whicli actuated Fitzroy to neglect her, and 
evince ^such particularity to another, totally 
arose from delicacy to the situation in which 
he then stood with herself — saw his atten- 
tions to Mrs. Wellford with approbation : 
and Fitzroy was never higher in her estima- 
tion, until the forming of the little group 
around her ; when, with painful surprisis, 
she saw his eyes beaming with the most 
a)*dent, unequivocal, admiration, rivetted 
on Mrs, Wellford j— beheld mutual glance- 
interchanged, that startled her j — saw him. 
press, with tenderness, the willing hand of 
this £dr lady ; — and remarked, that when: 
his eyes strayed from this new enslaver, to- 
wards herself, they evinced nothing but 
frigid indiflFerence, or superciliousness, Ju- 
lia's heart swdled, and fluttered painfully; 
but her pride struggled to sustain her ; and. 
she resolutely maintained her composure, 
with only the alteration of a momentary 
flush, or blanch of cheek, to threaten a 
discovery of the severe conflict of her 
mind» ^ - . 

There was upon a table a great variety of 
refreshments, for the accommodation of the 
company, to help tHemselves ; and Mrs* 
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Wellford now wishing for some fruit, Fitz- 
roy flew to get it for her. In passing Julia^ 
his foot entangled in her train, which he 
tore in disengaging himself^ when, wither 
out apology^ he rudely tossed the fractured 
flowing drapery, with an air .of sovereigm 
contempt, towards her. 

*' Gracious Heaven I" said Julia, men* 
tally, ^' is it, for this man, I have given^ 
my aflfections ? — Oh ! why for, I do not^ 
with all my great power, retrieve theni^ or 
be the wretch for ever l" 

Indignant pride now lent its powerful in* 
fiuence to wounded sensibility ^ and terror, 
at the precipice on which she stood, teach* 
ing her to recoil from the savage Fitzroy ; 
all combined to form a counterfeit kind of 
firmness, which answered for this trying 
moment, and enabled her to sustain^ with 
striking dignity, the haughty glances of 
Fitzroy, as he returned with a basket of 
fruit, which he handed to Mrs. Wellford, 
and then to every lady near, except our he- 
roine, whom he passed, and repassed, in his 
attention to those about her, sedulously 
avoiding even the most trifling civility to 
ben 
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Sk Robert, with glowing cheeks, now 
starred up ; darted to the table, and found 
?ome hot-house grapes, which Fitzroy, in 
his hurry to bblige Mrs. Wellford, had over- 
looked ; and brought them^ with a respect* 
ful bcfw, to Julia j who> widi animated gnu- 
titude sparkling in her lovely eyes, took 
them, and sweetly 'Spoke her thanks, al** 
though this little act of kind attention near«« 
ly subdued her firmness. 

Sir Charles Stratton, at length, approach* 
ed Lady Theodosia, with some information 
relative to the hour her sister had ordered 
the carriage } when her lively ladyship in- 
stantly began to rally him, upon the ^' ia^ 
sipidity of his ccmversation, in their f^e-iM 
tete^ consigning Lady Selina to emuij and 
forcing her father, through compassion^ td 
send her to a scene of gaiety, to rescue her 
from the dolefuls." 

" Come, come. Lady Theodosia, an ar- 
mistice of your amaritude!'' exclaimed Mrs, 
Beaumont, advancing j « for the moment 
for our epulation approximates. — Oh! here 

comes a cenetical interpellation Pray, 

Sir Charles, make your evolution from your 
;Bubderi$orious cousin ; manuduct the fair 



troglodyte (who is your spn, and be your 
station perihelium) to our little zeta ; where 
you will find no supervacaneous abliguri* 
tion — no venditation-7-nothing but a mere 
quelquechose ; but where we must try to 
do away the lusorious Lady Theodosia's 
vituperation on your colloquy this evening, 
which she insinuates made her sister atra- 
bilarious." 

Sir Charles, for a moment, stood in 
amazement lost, unable to expound great 
part of this ambiguous oration: but, at 
length, with an arch smile, he said — 

'* Pray, dear madam^ condescend to ^ ex- 
plain, for the country gentlemen :' and let 
my acknowledged ignorance know, what it 
is you have had the goodness to desire me 
to do?'' 

Miss Andromache, fearing an explanation 
more abstruse than the original, highly co- 
louring, hastily replied — 

" My mother, sir, requests you to hand 
Lady Selina to supper ; where you will find 
but a plain and homely repast/* 

sir Charles now obeyed the mandate of 
plsiin sense. Major Mandeville ccmducted 
Lady Theodosia. Sir Robert looked to 
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Pitzroy ; and sedng the hand of Mfs. Well- 
ford fast clasped in his, instantly offered his 
services to Jalia ; led her to the eating- 
room, and . seated himself beside her (oppo- 
site to Fitisroy, and his fair enslaver), and 
^vas all respectful attention to our heroine, 
whose heart was too full of inquietude to 
admit of her partaking of the repast; al* 
though she exerted herself to the utmost of 
her powers to appear composed, and, if not 
gay, at least, not unhappy. 

During supper, in some general chit* 
chat. Miss How expressed her hope, ^^ that 
she might not have an avaricious husband," 

" And, most sincerely, I hope, you may 
never have a jealous one,*' said Sir Robert 
to Julia, in a lowered voice. 

"Oh!"' she artlessly replied, *' that I. 
have made determination, not to have." 

" By what means will^you avoid it ?'* 

'* By not giving him the cause for jea- 
lousy." 

" That will not effect it ; for some men 
there are, who can, without any reason but 
their own capricious freaks, become jealous 
tyrants, even to the most estimable of wo- 
-men. • . . ; • Soj come now, take my advice^ 
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and smile not that I am going to do an un« 
Qfiaal thing — advise a lovdy young woman 

for her good* Take pity upon Lord 

Lindoi'e ; for, be assured, widi Um yon 
would be a happy wife.*-<-^ Yon blush, look 

grave, and answer me not ! Well, then, 

if obstinately resolved against your own hap^ 
j^ess, accept of me: for, bad and great a 
rattle as I am, I wonld make yoii a better 
spouse, ten thousand times, than Don Gran* 
dissimo there ; who will, sans ceremonie^ flirt 
with every pretty woman he comes near, 
whilst you must not even listen with com- 
mon courtesy to any other than himself. 
Come, take my advice ; give me but half a 
word of encouragement, and I will fall irre- 
vocably in love with you; and shall adore 
you — Heavens ! how I shall adore you !" 

'^ And never, at all, make contradiction, 
for me ; but give, for me, my own pleasure^ 
in all I do?" said Julia, with an effort at 
smiling ; for she felt shocked and pained at 
these insinuations, which she clearly saw 
were levelled at Fitzroy. 

" Contradict I — ^no, never ; in thought, 
word, or deed. Yon shall say what you 
please, do what you please; and— rindulg^ 
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ent, uxorious, beings that I shall be! — you 
shall even think what you please/' 

^^ These are, wonderfully much, tempta^ 
tiens/' replied Julia, smiling j ^^ and require 
consideration, great deal.** 

^^ 1 should have supposed, with your 80« 
perlative penetration. Miss De Clifford, 
there could be no occasion for further 
thought ; but that, at once, you could see, 
!^r Robert Raymond is making a jest of 
you ;" said Lady Selina, who was seated so 
far from Julia, that it was with astonish- 
ment our heroine now found she had heard 
any part of their conversation. 

" And, with your penetration. Lady Se- 
lina/' replied Sir Robert, gravely, *' I 
should have supposed you could not now 
be in so great an error, as not readily to see, 
that, for the first time in my life, I am se- 
rious in my profession to a beautiful young 



woman.'* 



"What !'* exclaimed Mrs. Crabtree, " se- 
riously in love with Miss De Clifford !" 

** Seriously inclined to be distractedly so, 
if she would but give me one word, or look, 
of encouragement," replied Sr Robert, still 
more gravely* 
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r " I do not ihink," said Lidy Sejina, ma- 
liciously, ^* that you have any reason, sir^ 
to complain of want of encouragement." 

" Certainly, madam, I ' never before had : 
— Miss De Clifford is destined to teach me 
humility." 

Sir Charlas Stratton, perceiving his future 
consort was extremely angry, and therefore 
likely to -appear to still greater disadvantage 
than usual, now judiciously asked the Misses 
Beaumont to sing; who, wishing, too, not 
to hear more of Lady Selina's ill-nature, in- 
stantly complied : and now, in the general 
spirit of hilarity, the majority of the com- 
pany sung, whether they had voices or not. 

Lady Iheodosia, ever obliging, exerted 
her vocal powers ; and charmed her auditors 
in one or two solos, and in some duets with 
Fitzroy, who had a most melodious voice, 
and sung with infinite taste. At length, 
Julia was requested to sing, by Mr. Beau- 
mont, who said " it would oblige him ex- 
cessively, if she would comply.'' 

Instantly, Lady Theodosia, proposed Ju- 
lia's joining Fitzroy and herself in a cele- 
brated Italian trip ; but to this, Fitzroy im- 
mediately gave an ungracious negative ; her 
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ladyship proposed another, and another^ 
aU favourites of Fitzroy*s ; but he drily de- 
clined joining in any glee^ saying '^ he 
had forgotten th^m all :" and Julia, too 
quickly perceiving that he would not sing 
with her, felt it deeply — painfully; but 
her wounded pride^ rising indignant at such 
repeated insults (whiht her fluttering heart 
bled at the unkindness), led her on to ex* 
ertions even to herself surprising ; and with 
spirit, yet still tmctured with her charac- 
teristic sweetness, she smiling said — 

** It is, a great deal, fortunate, for my 
much wish to oblige, Mr. Beaumont, that 
It is in my possibility, to sing without^ 
the kind assistance, from the so shor^ 
of memory, Mr, Fitzroy ;' \ and instantly 
^e began a most beautiful Italian air, so 
adapted to the pathos of her voice — and so 
much did rallying pride teach her to do 
with the melody and inflections of her 
seraphic vocal powers — that her affecting 
lay went promptly to the hearts of every 
auditor who could feel the magic of sweet 
sounds ; and those who felt, were fascinat- 
ed, except (in appearance) Mr. Fitzray, who 
looked inanimate Carelessness, nor vouch* 

VOL. 11. 0^ 
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safed to join in the rapturous thanks which 
she received. 

** You. ought. Miss De Clifford," said 
Mr. Beaumont, gravely, ** to be very^ very 
good, in gratitude to Him who has thus 
favoured you with such rare, such (surely 
I may say itj unparalleled, endowments." 

Julia blushed .the liveliest tints of timid 
sensibility, at Mr. Beaumont's grave and 
unexpected eulogium; and tears trembled 
in her eyes, awakened by the appeal he had 
made to her gratitude. 

Sir Robert Raymond attempted several 
encomiums ; but, to his utter. amazement, he 
could not now articulate one to his satisfac- 
tion ; but sat in silence, looking at Julia, un- 
till he almost fancied he could cheerfully assas- 
sinate Fitzroy, for his savage conduct to her. 

Mrs. Well lord, upon Fitzroy 's requesting 
her to sing, murmured out a kind of solemn 
dirge, in such a monotony of discordance, 
and with such a vulgar turn at each termi* 
nation of the numerous verses, that the 
imagination could only conceive she had 
been accustomed to chaunt her song to the 
harsh accompaniment of the scrubbing- 
brush, or the whirring hum of a spinning- 
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wheel ; and when she ceased her lullaby 
(which evidently had filled the whole of a 
penny ballad), Fitzroy broke forth in ex- 
pressions of the high admiration which 
his countenance had pourtrayed during this 
recitative. 

Julia was now lost in astonishment; nor 
could she at all conceive the motives of his 
conduct. — ** Could he mean to insult her 
understanding, by supposing he could in- 
flict pain upon her heart, by his affecting 
to admire what he must, in reality, have 
heard with disgust ? Did he cease to regard 
her, because he had, by some means, dis- 
covered her affections were his ? — Oh, no !'* 
she thought ; — ** he could not be so unge- 
nerous — so unworthy. — Gh, no ! his reason — 
yes, she feared his reason was not sound ;" and 
shuddering at this direful suggestion, from 
which she eagerly recoiled, she became pale 
as death, while a sudden chill pervaded her 
whole frame ; and she only escaped observ- 
ation of her emotion, by Lord Delamore's 
coach being announced at this moment; 
when Lady Selina, in sullen pride, started 
up, and hurried away, as 'if pursued by 
destruction. 

o 2 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

When the Delamore party were seated in 
the coach, our heroine perceived it was 
lightening, pale, livid, forked rays ; and 
that at every flash the horses to the car- 
riage seemed to start and prance: but she 
forbore to' make any observations, as her 
companions appeared unconscious of it. 
Lady Selina, still in an ill humour, was 
sitting, as she ' always did when in the 
pouts, with her eyes shut. Lady Thco- 
dosia was lost in meditation : the two bro- 
thers seemed resolved on taciturnity : and 
all that was spoken, was said by Julia and 
Mr. Temple to each other. 

In this unsocial manner they proceeded, 
rather more than half way, on their road to 
the castle, when a most livid flash of light- 
ening darted into, and quivered ^bout, the 
coach, illuminating all around with blue 
and yellow rays ; and, on the instant, one 
of the mo^t tremendous claps of thunder 
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ever heard, broke, with a . fear-inspiring 
crash, and rolled, in awful grandeur, almost 
immediately over them. The horses now 
began to rear and plunge ; the postillion (a 
boy of fourteen) set up a scream of terror^ 
at the angry elements, and at the peril he 
found himself in, on the back of a now un- 
governable leader* In vain the attendants^ 
strove to offer their assistance; for their 
steeds were as unmanageable a» those in 
harness. The coachihan, to no purpose^ 
exerted his whip and strength; in vain he 
threatened the poscilliony and commanded 
him to lay aside his fears : but not the dia 
of the elements, the vociferation of th$ 
coachman, nor the screams of the boy,, 
equalled the dreadful shrieks of Lady Se- 
lina, who, ever appalled at lightening, was 
now almost in fits. 

In the* conflict, the plunging horses threw 
the coach off its equilibrium : the extreme 
narrowness of the lane, only, saved it from 
being overturned ; it npw leaned against a 
bank, which formi.ed one boundary of the 
lane; the window. was shattered to atoms 
and Lsfcdy Tbeodoaia and Julia, in silent 



trembling terror, were both at the sinking 
side. 

At length, Fitzroy contrived to open the 
coach door, and leaped out ; when he found 
himself assisted by Major Mandeville, in ex- 
tricating his distressed companions. 

Lady Selina, perceiving there ^as aid, 
struggled with vehemence to get out of the 
coach, as if she thought her life alone was 
worth preserving; and as she scramblingly 
flung herself into Fitzroy's arms for protec- 
tion, he impetuously threw her from him to 
one of the attendants, who had by this time 
contrived to dismount, and disengage himself 
from his ungovernable steed. 

Mr. Temple being next, now quietly 
stepped out; whom Fitzroy petulantly at- 
tacked, for his hurry to savfe himself: next 
Sir Charles sprung forth ; and received no 
very gentle reprimand from his brother, for 
not coming out more cautiously. The car- 
riage now, having lost that balance which 
helped to equiponderate it, sunk fnore per- 
ceptibly against the^ bank; when Lady 
Theodosia, half screaming, half crying, 
presented herself as a candidate for assist- 






343 

ance; and Major Mandeville snatched her 
out, in his ready arms, and bore her from 
the carriage. Fitzroy now, with trembling 
anxiety, mounted the steps, and called to 
Julia, who remained quietly in her corner^ 
waiting patiently, until her turn should come 
to be extricated* 

Oh ! speak to me !" he exclaimed r — 
Speak to me, my life !-my adored, my 
own Julia ! — Speak, and tell me you are un« 
hurt — ^that you have escaped the lightening *s 
blast.— «-*Tell me, that viofent, outrageous 
woman, has not hurt you." 
. Fitzroy now effectually: silenced Julia, by 
awakening, in addition to hep &axs^ the^ 
most powerful astonishment, at this incotr- 
sistency, this — to her— inexplicable con- 
duct. Her silence increased his alarms; 
and,, almost convulsed with terror and an- 
guish of heart, directed by the lightening, 
he found her, snatched her to his breast, and 
bore her from the coach ; still exclaiming — 
'* In pity, speak to me, my life ! — Pity my 
agonised distracdon ; and tell me, tell me ! to 
what extent that vile, outrageous woman, has 
hurt you?'' 

q4 
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"I am unhurt — totally, quite, unhurt— ^ 
sir,"* replied our heroine ; whose apprehen- 
sions were now considerably increased, on 
finding herself, amidst this fast-increasing, 
dreadful, thunder storm, surrounded by se- 
veral plunging, ungovernable horses, rearing 
and prancing in terror* 

"Oh!'' she said, "pray let us to go, 
quite, from this, very much dangerous, spot 

—let us, on for the ca&tle, walk,- Let us^ 

go to Lady Theodosia j and find the convic- 
tion, for her safety." 

"Aye!" exclaimed Fitzroy, almost inar- 
ticulately, " any— any.where, from me!. • .-. 
But, madam — Miss De Clifford — Sir Robert 
Raymond, Lord Lindore, are not with 
her.*'. ... 

** And if they were, sir," replied Julia, 
in augmenting astonishment, *' they could 
not be, for me protection, from the dangers, 
of this, great deal tremendous, storm.'' 
She had, while speaking, moved a little 
way from Fitzroy ; but on seeing him near 
a plunging horse, she ran back to him, 
anxiously exclaiming — " Oh ! for much 
mercy's sake, be^ not unmindful so, for 
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youTsalf-^for your safety !- but come away ; — • 
do fly wkh mc.— — Oh, Fitzroy ! tell to me^ 
indeed, you are unhurt." 

"Oh,. Julia!" said Fitzroy, now darting 
to her side,, and tenderly throwing his arms 
ZTPuBid her, to support and hurry her on^ 
*' and are you really interested for >my fate 2 
Speak, to me again! — but in such a tone as 
that^, — so thrilling to my heart — so— so ■ 
Oh, Julia ! it will ease my heart of anguish ;. 
cure it of its agonising suspicions—its direful: 
fears : for it whispered hope, and happiness, 
forme/',... 

A dreadful jBash now startling Julia, pre* 
vented her reply. She clung to Fitzroy, in 
this moment of terror; and he, all agonised^ 
tenderness, hid her head on his^ bosom, stiU 
entreating her to speak, that he might know) 
she was safe. And now the horrid shrieks 
of Lady Selina reached them; and our he- 
roine, apprehending that Lady Theodosia wa© 
killed, sprang forward, in trembling dismay jl 
— Fitzroy supporting her, and making short* 
exclamations, oiF the most melting tender- 
ness, indicative of his animated afiection for^- 
her, as they Jiurried on. 

At length, they reached lady Seliixa,^ 

0^5 
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wlhom they found struggling with Sk 
Charles, to get from him, through a gate ; 
and screaming with passion,^ as well as ter- 
ror, because he obstructed her entrance, 
and advised her to hasten after her sister, to 
the lodge. — '^ But no, she feared to pass so 

« 

many trees in the lane,'' she said; and con- 
tended *^ there was certain safety only in 
the nnddle of that field she wanted to get 
to." Mr. Temple, in vain, said all that real 
piety and good sense could dictate, to con- 
vince her the same Providence prevailed 
every-where ; and that, though there would 
be less electric matter in the field, yet as 
violent rain was fast coming on, she ought 
to seek for shelter from it. Julia offered 
but one word of consolation to her angry 
ladyship, for which she received a violent re* 
buff; when Fitzroy instantly hurried her on, 
as he felt large drops of rain, and vehemently 
declared, ^^ she should not stay, to be exposed 
to the danger of getting wet, to save Lady Se- 
lina's existence." 

Julia had learned from Mr. Temple whi- 
ther Lady Theodosia was gone ; and thither 
she now ran with Fitzroy, the lightening 
shewing them their way as clearly as day^ 
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light could have done; and at each flashy 
Htzroy clasping Julia more fondly to him, 
as if to shield her from danger was hb< 
only solicitude. At length, they reached the- 
lodge ; at the door of which they found the 
old dame (the gate4s:eeper s wife) standing to< 
recdve them. 

*^ A-weltaday I she exckdmed, *^ poor- 
dears ! I thought how it would be I-^I 
knowed them there prancing nags would, 
never let you ride the storm through i for 
they made such a coile, going down, as; 

never was, But come, get in:.— my 

dear young lady hasu just arrived before 
you,''— 

Julia and Fitzroy now hurried into the. 
lodge, where they found Lady Theodosia 
and Major Mandeville already seated. 

<^ But why, Martha," at lengthy said Lady 
Theodosia, ^' do you stand at the door ?— ** 
Are you not afraid of the storm ?7 

^^ No, bless you, dear ! I be n't afeard. I 
likes to look on it : for it so minds me, of 
the night my poor master broke his leg,, 
and I tended him to the infirpiaryj at Sed-- 
ley, and held his hand (so I did] while the. 
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doctors ^et his poor old litnb ; antdthen- they 
put bim so cleverly into bed^ it didmy bursl> 
ing heart good to see them ; and then says 
be — ^ Oh ! I am now in heaven, Martha !' 
But, poor mortal ! he was not long left in his 
heaven; for in bounced a neighbour, to 
tell us our little cottage was set on fire by the 
lightening (for it was just such a storm as 
this), and the boy, his grandfather's darling, 
burnt to death:** 

, Julia^ shuddering mth horror^ and meked 
by pity, said — " Alas ! what heart to rend, 
intelligence, was that !*' 

*^ Ah] indeed it w^s !** replied Martha. — 
" Well, to be sure, I was almost distracted ; 
until I saw, with my own eyes, my young 
Ibrd come into the ward^ with Jemmy in 
his arms. . . . . . Our Jemmy, Miss ; safe, and' 

unhurt: — there's for you!.... But looking 

so pale, with terror, and clinging to his 
brave preserver ' — ^For it was our young lord 
(that blessing to the friendless. Lord St. 
Orville, his ownself ) that rescued the child 
from amidst the flames, at the hazard of his 

• 

own precious life;— for his stockings were 
scorched^ and his coat-flap^ burnt to tinder 
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.... But what cared he for that ? — his HoMe- 
heart was joyous, at saving' an innocent 
baby's life." 

Julia's sensibility was so much affected by 
this account of Lord St. Orville's* goodness, 
that Fitzroy, in a visible fidget, and in a tone 
of chagrin, peevishly said—** But, good dame, 
why tell us your dismal stories ?'* 

** Because, 'squire, the grateful heart loves 
to talk of the good things that have touched* 
it ; and while I have breath, I will tell to- 
every stranger, what my young lord has- 
done for ifie and mine. — * Well^' says John, 
when he saw his rescued darling, * I have 
now no home to shelter you, poor orphan 
child!' — * But you shall have a home, 
John,' says my young lord : and— Lord for 
ever love him ! — he was as good as his 
word^ ^nd this is it ... • See, look round; 
miss, and sir*' (to Major Mandeville), 
** above, as below, and every-where, 'tis all 
so nice and comfortable; far beyond our 

former home It- was very soon after 

poor John's accident, and that he was lame 

» 

for- life, the old gate-keeper died ; and my 
young lord got the place for John. . • . But^ 
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before my lord kft us, in the infirmaryy^. 
miss, and sir, fearing John might be ne- 
glected now be had . lost his all (foe the 
cruel flames spared ns nothing j no, not one 
of the pretty comforts i9€ had hardly eam--^ 
ed), kindly —oh ! how kindly he did do it 1 
—gave me five guineas, to buy immediate- 
necessaries } and told the nurse, ^ if she. 
took tender care of honest John, he would 
make her a handsome present, the day my 
master should quit the infirmary cured.' 
Now, miss, and sir, who but John! — for 
nurse began to scuttle about him, and puff,, 
and blow, to shew her anxiety ; and she 
brought him a softer pillow, and with a. 
quite clean cover : — ^ Ah !' says John, as he. 
laid his head upon it, ^ my young brd al- 
ways makes the pillow of the poor^ and af- 
flicted, softer for them !\ • • . But all this, 
was nothing, to one other thing . he did for 
us poor heart-broken parents ••••-' 

" Martha, I entreat you," said Lady The- 
odosia, kindly, *^ not to enter upon that sad. 
story now." 

" What, my lady ! may I not tell to miss^ 
and sir^ how my dear young lord found out 
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for us our deluded child, and brought her 
back to penitence and us ? — ^Poor Susy ! . . . 
Mf grandchild, miss : and — sure no offence, 
I hope — ^but when you open your ruby lips, 
and shew your teeth, so beautiful and daz- 
zling white, you minds me of Susy." 

** Where is now Susan ?" said Julia,, 
blushing at the dame's remark. 

•**In the church-yard, at Sedley, niissj*— 
cold as my heart was, when I lost her !" 

Julia was inconceivably shocked at the 
question she had so inadvertently asked. 

^^ Ah, miss ! she died, and left us. Her 
heart was broken — ^pretty blossom! — by^ 
love, grief, and shame ; and at the age of 
seventeen she was laid in the dust. — I saw. 
it, and yet am here to tell it ! —And the 
wretch who caused it all*, a fine lord's 
daughter married, and gave him such » 
power of riches, that who but he !*' 

** Julia, dear Julia !" exclaimed Fitzroy,, 
in an agony ef tender solicitude, and half-, 
concealed impatience, ^' do not, do notr 

weep Theodosia, prevail on Martha to 

tell no more of her dismal stories $ for^ I can*< 
not bear to see Julia's tears..'^ 
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** I am glad to hear ii^" repUfid Lady 
Theodosia^ attempdog to smile; but in 
vhich she could not succeed^ her recent 
fright, and the recollection of the unfortup-* 
ate Susy, proving destructive to the teugh- 
ing graces. — ** I am glkd to hear it, Hora- 
tio ; as it will teach you, never to make 
them flow." 

'' As to me, 'squik^,." said the garrulous 
Martha,. *' I wMl only just tell miss,, and 
sir — for I sees they both pityi poor Susy — 
that, because she died sb sincere a penit^nt^ 
my young, lord, and my Lady Theodosia, 
settled out her funeral, and attended.it their 
ownselves ; — my dear young lady clothed 
all in« flowing robes» white as her own in* 
nocence." 

'' Martha, I must entreat . you to. have, 
done," said Lady Theedosia. 

^^ And not tell miss,, and sir, what a 
pretty sight you made it, for every one 
but a parent ? — Well, thai, . I have done ; 
and will only just tell tbem, how my. dear 
young lord had a pretty stone pierced oa- 
piy' Susy's grave^ with such, cutting, words 
upon it, that evea strangers shed t^aars at 
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readings them, and retire from the grare 
pitying my Susan, not crying ' shame !' to 
her memory." 

Fitzroy now, determined effectually to 
silence Martha, enquired from Major Man- 
deville — *' how he had contrived to come, 
so opportunely, to their assistance ?" 

*' When you were leaving Sedley,*' re- 
plied the Major, ** I saw your carriage 
horses were alarmed at the storm, which 
was fast coming on. I was going to ride 
up to the barracks ; and fearing the danger 
which threatened you, I changed my route, 
and followed you upon a charger, so used 
to the field, I knew he would not shrink at 
the din or flashes of the storm.'* 
• Martha now announced, that "although 
it was raining apace, . the storm was fast 
blowing over, as it was getting quite clear 
at the bottom." Shortly after, she informed 
them *^ she heard the coach coming./' In 
a few minutes, a courier, preceding it, 
brought inteHigenco, that no accident had 
happened ; and that Lady Selina, and the 
two gentlemen, were now safe in the car- 
riage : Uut all * completely wet through; 
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owing to her ladyship's fearing to proceed 
to the lodge. 

At length, the coach arrived, when Major 
Mandevilie received the adieus and thanks 
of the party ; who all now in the carriage, 
proceeded to the castle ; — Lady Selina still 
pouting, and persevering in terror (although 
the storm was completely blown over) ; and 
Sir Charles in no very sweet temper, at 
getting so thoroughly wee by her obstinacy. 

On their arrival at the castle^ they found 
Lady Delamore sitting up for them, and in 
the greatest agony of alarm, lest some acci- 
dent had befallen them. When the storm 
came on^ she descended from he/ dressing- 
room (whither she had been for some time 
retired), led by anxiety, which actuated a 
wish to send out some of the domestics on 
foot, to assist the attendants gone to Sed- 
ley, should the horses take fright : but not 
thinking it justifiable to send out any fel- 
low'being in such a tempest, when — ^though 
grand and sublime as the scene was con- 
sidered by man\ -danger flashed around, 
with all the mother's tender solicitude, she 
went herself, alone, upon . the lawn, and 
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listened, in eager, fearful expectation, for 
the sound of the returning carriage. As 
soon as the storm had abated of its tre- 
nvendous violence, she sent forth several do* 
mestic^, to learn if any accident had delay- 
ed her children, with whom her heart now 
classed our heroine. 

' On their appearance, though seeing them 
all safe, she yet felt considerable anxiety on 
perceiving the drenched state of Lady Se- 
Una, Sir Charles, and Mr. Temple ; and that 
the rest had not completely escaped the 
soaking rain. Hastily, Mrs. Seville was 
summoned, to make every antidotal ar« 
rangement to prevent the mischief her lady- 
ship apprehended ; and all were treated ac« 
cording to the degree of wetting they had 
sustained— except Lady Delamore herself, 
who, in her anxiety for others, quite lost 
all recollection that she had been almost ag 
long exposed to the beating rain as any of 
the party ; so that not until her woman, in 
putting her to bed, found her clothes were 
wet, was any thing done to prevent this 
inestimable and delicate woman from taking 
cold. 

From the moment Julia entered the 
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cagtle, until sht retired to her chamber, 
Fitzoy att- ndecl to her with the most une- 
quivocal, anxious tenderness ; imploring her,^ 
with all the fervour of undisguised love, to 
be careful of herself, and attend to all Mrs* 
Beviile's directions. 

The heart of our heroine would have felt 
highly gratified at these proofs of affection, 
which ebuUiated from Fitzroy^s heart when 
danger assailed her — leading him to betray 
bis fervent love even before those be had 
hitherco been so anxious to disguise it from 
x^had not the unkmdn«ss, the rudeness, tfaa 
s&udied contempt, he had treated her with 
during great part of that evening, taken aik 
afilicting station in her remembrance;: and 
(he tender exchange of glances, the ardent 
pressure of e^ch other's hands, that passed 
between him and Mrs. Wellford — ^while the 
language of his eyes spoke to herself the 
most chilling indifference, or insulting scorn 
— ^now painfully present in her sickened 
imagination, led her to believe the torch of 
Fitzroy's love for her could be lit or extin« 
guished at pleasure* With this disquiedng 
belief, with all these torturing remem- 
brances, and unable to discover the source 
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•which actuated all his inconsistency of conduct 
towards herself, she retired to her pillotr; 
vfbete these distressing ideas, attending her 
^itl, deetFoyed her rest ; and languid, and 
imrefreshed, she arose next morning. 

Julia, well remembering Lady Theodo- 
ra's advice — " If you prize your future 
peace, confide in my mother," — and long 
feeling hurt and dissatisfied at the conceal- 
Aient of her former knowledge of Fitzroy, 
Resolved this morning, if she could summon 
sufficient courage to do it, to disclose to 
Lady Delamore the painful secret of her 
heart, before whom, the preceding mght, 
the tenderness of Fitzroy I ad betrayed it- 
^If ; and though her ladyship had appear- 
ed too busily engaged, in solicitude for 
them all, to admit of her observing it, still 
she considered his undisguised conduct as 
the removal of the interdict. 

Our heroine was received, this morning, 
by her ladyship, with much formal polite- 
ness, and many enquiries relative to her 
health ; but though kind anxiety, was awak- 
ened by the languid countenance and de- 
jfected air of Julia^ yet slill was mingled 
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iKrith it an air of something less cordial than 
our sensitive heroine had been accustomed 
to experience, which she instantly perceiv- 
ed, and her oppressed heart felt an increase 
of grief. 

Breakfast passed almost untouched by 
Julia, and, as it never before had done, in 
comfortless reserve, and almost total silence : 
but the repast ended, and the servants de- 
parted, Julia could no longer brook the 
misery of this cessation of Lady Delamore's 
kindness ; and hastily, and in anxious, tre- 
mulous agitation^ with tearful eyes, timidly 
demanded — '^ Had she been, so much un* 
fortunate, as to offend, her ladyship s" 

^^You have not offended me, MissDe 
Clifford ; but I own you have hurt, disap- 
pointed, and distressed me.'' 

''Alas!'' said Julia, bursting into tears^ 
*' You think, I am very bad dissimulator, 
who has, a great deal, deceived you : but I 
have been, sadly situated i I have been foil 
of, great, painful^ secret griefs, ever since, 
I did know you : — you did not, th|nk for 
that, Lady Delamore ; but I have. Why, 
it was secret, for youj — I did think, I was 
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not marc to see, Mr. Fit2a*oy, until he 
was husband, for another ; and that it was, 
necessary not, and wrong too, to tell you, 
and my honoured benefactor, that known I 
ever had, Mr. Fitzroy ; that he had won, 
from me, my affections ; and that I was, 
great deal, miserable ; when you did all, so 
kind, and much, to make for me, all sweet 
happiness: and when Mr. Fitzroy, did 
come here — most unexpectedly, most griev- 
ously, for me, did come — ^the single main 
still, and affected to treat me, for the quite 
stranger, my wounded pride (nor can you, 
dear madam, make wonder that it did) 
arbitrarily commanded me, to keep the 
secret, and look like stranger too/' 

Lady Delamore. sensibly affected by the 
artless, eloquent pathos, of Julia's voice and 
confession, now clapped her to her breast, 
with reno\'ated kindness, and all the energy 
of forcibly-awakened pity; and, by her 
sweet, consoling words, and manner, drew 
from our ingenuous heroine her full con- 
fidence ; comprising all that had ever passed 
between herself and Fitzroy, except their 
first meeting ; as the cause of that, she had 
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promised Lady SeHna, through' the medium 
of Mrs. Beville, to conceal. 

. *' Ah ! my sweet child!*' said Lady De- 
lamore, vfhen Julia ended her artless naira- 
tive, " you have been the object of my 
anxious concern, and lively interest, from 
. the moment Fitzroy appeared ;-— for, even 
' then, I discovered your painfull secret, and 
his ; — and have lived in earnest . hope, that 
one, or bolh of you, would confide iA me : 
but day after day passed on,< and neither 
trusted me i and I was ^reved, and disap- 
pointed. And, now I have your confidence, 
still am I grieved ; for though bright are 
die prospects which open for my sweet 
Julia^ yet, yet I tremble, and fear that hap- 
piness is not very near for you. I will be 
candid with you ; because it may prepare 
your mind for many troubles I foresee in 
store for you. — 

*f You have not, Julia (I grieve to. tell 
you)^ given yotir affections to a mind con- 
g€»ial to your own. Yet Fitzroy ias many, 
and great, vi!rtities; and had he riot heea a 
spoiled*— a darling child, educated in foreign 
^nd licentious courts, he livould^ I firmly be- 
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liete, jiave been an ornament to human na« 
ture : — ^but I hope, I trust, nay, I am san- 
guine enough to believe, that Heaven has 
iFated you to be the l^Jessed instrument to. 
weed his heart from every error ungenial 
to it, and lead it back to what it was form- 
ed to be. In doing this> my child, you will 
have many trials to encounter — many a grief 
to bear : but you have strength of jnind 
enough, I see, to endure even all ; affection 
sufficient to sustain you. through all : and, 
oh ! what joy will it prove to his adoring 
parents, to me, and to all who love Fitzroy,, 
to witness your happy success ! — Never 
doubt that you are in possession of full 
powers to make Fitzroy all our most san- 
guine hopes could wish him ; and that .bap^ 
piness, permanent and ineffable, will at 
length be yours/' 

•*' Alas !*' replied Julia, sobbing bitterly, 
** and has, Fitzroy, so many faults ? Oh ! I 
once thought, for him, was every virtue ! * 
and I— I have not-r-no, believe, I have not 
— mind of such power, shall never possess, 
at all, that itiuch great influence over him, to 
do all, what you think for. Lady Delamore." 
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Lady Delamore now did everj thingc she 
could to console poor Julia, whom she 
woul4 not thus have afRicted by anticipate 
ed evil, had she not been convinced she 
ought to know Fitzroy's was not that fault- 
less character, her romantic, youthful fancy 
had pourtrayed ; as an early knowledge, 
and consequent expectation, of it, might 
mitigate the poignancy of many future, dis- 
quietudes. Her ladyship succeeded in calm- 
ing the violence of Julians grief; who, at 
length, retired to her own apartments, more 
composed, if not more happy j when Lady 
Delamofe sent for Fitzroy — ^not meaning to 
betray our heroine's confidence, but, from 
his conduct the preceding night, she had 
every reason, as her present guardian, to 
demand an explanation of his intentions, 
and to set things in train^ to prevent the 
happiness of her interesdng ward from 
being sported with : though firmly resolved 
her* union with Fitzroy^ should not be 
speedy, nor until the sincerity and perma- 
nency of his aftectiops were put to incon- 
testibie proof. But word was brought to 
her ladyship, (bat " Mr, Fuzroy had walk- 
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ed out immediately after breakfast:'* and, 
upon repeated enquiry, she still learned he 
was out } nor did he return, until just in time 
to dress for dinner. . ' . 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Jqlia's meditations had been of no plea- 
surable cast, since her confidential tete-a-tete 
with Lady Delamore, that morning; and 
the unhaj piness of her mind spread its 
traces to her intelligent countenance : yet, 
looking sweet and lovely, in meekest sad- 
ness, she appeared at dinner ; when Fitzroy, 
in trembling anxious terror, eagerly and 
tenderly demanded " if she was ill T' She 
answered, " She was well :" but the low 
and tremulous tone in which she said so, 
only increased his apprehensions; and he 
sat down to table in serious alarm, and 
now despoiled of cheerfulness, and every 
wish to eat. 

It was immediately after the departure 
of the attendants, that I.ady Selina enquired 
from Fitzroy, *' if he had Iia 1 a pleasant walk ? 
T-^although* she continued, " I cannot doubt 
it, with such a lovely, yiteresting companion, 
as Mrs. Wellford.'* 

Fitzroy coloured highly ; and, in evident 
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Confusion, stammered out some unintelligible 
reply. Julia blushed too ; and her heart flut- 

« 

tered painfully. 

*« I think," said Laffy Theodosia, very 
gravely, " it had been kind to Mrs. Wellford, 
if some of the Misses Beaumont had accom^ 
panied you in your walk." 

Fitzroy. was visibly disconcerted ; and, 
rather awkwardly and pettishly, repked, " I 
did not know my movements were so watch* 
ed, Lady Theodosia : — but the Missk Beau- 
mont could not have accompanied us ; as our 
walk was the thought of a moment. I met 
Mrs. Wellford, accidentally, at the library ? 
* and, in the course of our chit-chat, she offered 
to shew me a beautiful walk, which I knew 
not of, near Sedley." 

'' Come, come, my * gallant, gay Lotha- 
rio,' '* said Lady Selina, smiling in secret 
malevolence, '* do not call your walk acci- 
dental ; for I overheard the assignation mada 
last night." 

" Come ^Horatio," said Sir Charles, gaily^ 
" tell us where this beautiful walk is :— but 
remember, in your ran>bles, beware olthe 
commons. ... for such is slippery ground.*' 

" Ohj do beware, for. them, if. they are 
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slippery 9 and near to the cliffs !** exclaimed 
Julia, in a tone of half-repressed interest: 
and now^ blushing at the anxiety she had 
unwarily evinced, continued—" I would 
have every body, beware from them j for I 
was much near, to fall down the cliff*: it 
was so great deal slippery, when I did 
walk, not long time ago, there. Mr. Tern- 
pie saved my fall: but I did tremble for 
great fear." 

" Who is this walking companion of Fitz- 
Toy's ?' '• demanded Lord Delamore. 

^^ One of Mrs. Beaumont's nieces j and the 
most beautiful and fascinating woman 1 ever 
beheld ;" replied Lady Selina. 

** Particularly fascinating — when she treats 
us with a penny ballad, entire T" said Sir 
€-harIes, smiling. 

" She is, certainly, a pretty woman," 
said Lady Theodosia ; *' but her fascinations 
\ had not sufficient depth of discernment to 
discover } for to me she appeared the most 
bold, vulgar, uncouth Joan, I ever sat at 
table with.** 

** How blind docs Envy make her vota- 
ries !'* exclaimed Lady Selina. 

" Nay, Selina/* returned Lord Delamore, 
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** all of Mrs. Beaumont's family I have seen, 
have certainly been vulgar, to a shocking 
degree." 

** Your lordship may readily conceive 
what this woman's refinements are/' said 
Lady Theodosia, "when I tell you. Miss 
How informed me, she dined once at her 
house with a large party, when she helped 
her guests, and made them go in and out, ac- 
cording to their ages." 

** The horrible savage!" exclaimed Lord 
Delamore. ** Surely, the last thing any per- 
son of philanthropy, or urbanity of man- 
ners, would do, would be to remind their 
guests of so disagreeable, so impoli^ a sub- 
ject, as their age ! — ^And, though the com- 
municative Peerage declares to the commu- 
nity the day of my birth, I would knock ai^y 
man down who should presume to remind 
me of my age." 

** That would be expressing rather via- 
knt resentment, indeed, my lord!" said 
Fitzroy. 

'^ Beside the entire absence of good- 
breeding evinced in this Goody Wellford's^ 
plan,'" resumed Lord Delamore, " it is the 
most deceptious and difficult one I ever 
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heard of. How can she ascertain ages ? — 
Some there are who look infinitely younger, 
some considerably older, than their years." 

*' To obviate that difficulty,'* said Lady 
Theodpsia, " she must have the parish clerk 
attend, with the register of births, to an- 
nounce the ages of her guests as they 
arrive/* 

"But, as it is possible for her guests 'to 
belong to different parishes,'* replied Sir 
Charles, " your scheme will not always an- 
swer, Theodosia. — No-; all her visitors must 
come provided with the certificate of tb^ir 
birth, pinned on their sleeve, to serve as a^ 
table of precedence for their fan- hostess/* 

*' Decided old age claims the veneration of , 
precedence,*' said Lord Delamore, " which 
with deference we give ; but to give it to 
persons under seventy, is rustic ignorance 
indeed." 

** Oh !" exclaimed Lady Theodosia, *' how 
infinitely would it amuse me, to see those 
happy select whom Mrs. Wellford places 
on her juvenile list, gnawing the drum- 
sticks with pleasing satisfaction, and de- 
vouring, with gratified, triumphant avidity, 
the cold and unsavory bits left for the 
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youngsters ! — and the comfortless, recoiling 
vexation and spleen, with which the first- 
helped ancients petulantly nibble their warm, 
nice, delicious morsels 1" 

" And so, this age-hououring Goody 
Wellford is a new flame of yours, Fitzroy 1" 
$aid Lord Delamore. " Upon my word, 
yours is a most surprisingly-commodious 
heart 1 — its formation must be curious ! Were 
we to analyse it, we should certainly find 
in its anatomy innumerable tubes, so con- 
structed, as to hold and contain separate 
flames, detached and unmingled.'* 

" A wonderfully singularly-formed heart,' 
indeed, your lordship imagines mine to be!** 
replied Fitzroy, in much confusion, yet 
striving to appear unembarrassed. 

*^ Let me enumerate," continued Lord 
Delampre, " all those flame-tubes which 1 
know are filled: — Ladies Enderfield ^nd 
Sophia Ellingham ; this Goody Wellford ; 
and the lady you were so distractedly in 
love with, during your election, at* Z.*' 

" What lady was that, may we ask ?? 
demanded Lady. Sclina, with a sneering 
glance at our dreadfully agitated and dis- 
tressed heroine. 
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" A lady, who is the enshrined idol of 
my permanent, my ardent, honourable af- 
fections ; whom I venerate beyond what, 
perhaps. Lady Selina, you have feeling to 
conceive ; and whom I will suffer no one to 
speak of, but with that respect which, as 
the purest, and most lovely, child of per* 

•^Vfection, she justly merits;"- replied Fitzroy, 

* ^srith animated firmness. 

^' As a lover, you perhaps can only see 

^perfection in this idol," said Lord Dela- 
more ; '^ but those whose vision is uncloud- 
ed by prejudice, can see (and with infinite 
jpain and disappointment do I see) imper* 
fections where, as well as you, I firmly be- 
lieved none existed. But that lady — who 
captivated you, and whom you, in turn, 
sought to captivate; whose serious wooer 
you were, until the prior claims of Lady 
Enderfield called you from her— -has played 
a part of such deep dissimulation ; — has (be* 
nefitting by the example of concealment 
you have set her) deceived those wJio had 
sojme right to expect her confidence ; — and, 
by the magic of her soft, retiring charms, 
has drawn you from the path of honour 
to., '» '■ 
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" Hold ! my lord !" exclaimed Fitzroy, 
indignant fire flashing from his eyes ; "I 
^ill hear no more such calumnies against 
the most perfect of her sex !*' 

Julia, in an agony of painfully wounded 
feelings, threw herself into the ready arms of 
Lady Delamore, who, tenderly kissing her,, 
said, with a sweet, exulting smile — 

*' Look up, my love ! for innocence has 
nothing to fear. I know every secret of 
your heart; — a heart so pure, so guileless, 
that whilst my heart can be sensible ta 
genuine, unsophisticated worth, it must 
throb with approving admiration of your 
merits.*/ 

The severity of Lord Delamore's coun* 
tenance now changed at once to the ani- 
mated joy of surprise and pleasure; and 
triumphantly he exclaimed — 

" Lady Delamore in your confidence ! — 
then, by Heaven! I was not deceived in 
you ! and you are the model of excellence 
I thought you ! . . . • But^ Miss De Clifford,, 
if you knew half the difEculty your accusers 
had to encounter, to raise even a doubt in 
my mind of your perfection } the zeal with 
which they acted, to shake my high, mj 
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exalted, opinion of youj or the pain I en- 
dured when, though only half, convinced, 
by proof which they adduced (and I feared 
was incontrovertible), to convict you of art 
the . most consummate, in all its varied 
branches; — you might perhaps forgive me: 
but this unwilling, half-conviction, had 
never led me to the inhospitality of thus 
distressing you, had not my heart contained 
the fond hope that the trial would only 
prove you more immaculate/* 

Julia, completely subdued by Lord Dela- 
more's uniexpected kindness, after his un- 
merited severity, was unable to reply; bur, 
still sobbing, on the bosom of Lady Dela- 
more, she reached out her hand in amity to 
him. He grasped it with fervour; and 
drawing her, gently from his wife's arms to 
his own, gave her a paternal embrace.— 

" My sweet child !'' he said, " how I 
thank you for this ready forgiveness!—— 
Oh ! why are you not my daughter !— my 
Emily would love you tenderly as such ; 
iand I should adore you!" Then, giving 
her back to Lady Delamore, he turned to 
Lady Sdina, aad, with severity,' imprest 
sively said-^ 
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" Shall I trouble you. Lady Selina Squth- 
erland, to inform the calumniators of Miss 
De Clifford, to beware how they attack her 
fair fame a second time: — ^for Lord Dela- 
more is her avowed champion, her protector, 
her zealous, steady friend." 

The beautiful eyes of Lady Delamore 
now beamed, in tears of delighted appro- 
bation, upon her lord ; while Lady Selina 
turned pale, and trembled with all the 
pangs of fear, disappointed malice, and dis- 
may, at such unequivocal proof of affection 
from her father to the being she mortally 
hated, and was firmly resolved to render 
wretched. 

Fitzroy, with glowing cheeks, hastened 
to relate all that he told to Lady Theodosia, 
on their way to Sedley, relative to his 
situation with Lady Enderfield, as the cause 
which actuated his conduct towards Julia j 
and of his fervent attachment to our he- 
roine, and earnest hope that she would 
some time honour him with her regards: 
and concluded, with imploring Julia's for- 
giveness, for not havingi by candidly de- 
claring all this earlier - to Lord and Lady 
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Delamore, saved her from calumny^ and the 
insult of suspicion* 

This statement- (in which, too, it ap- 
peared Fitzroy was in possession of his fa- 
ther's and mother's most cordial and ready 
assent to his marriage with our heroine) 
<»ily added to Ladv Selina's bitter mortifi- 
cation. She had hoped, by her vile ma- 
chinations^ to sink Julia for ever in the 
opinion of Lord Delamore; and had, not, 
until now, any conception that Fitzroy *s 
was an honourable attachment; but, be- 
lieving the reverse, expected, by betraying 
It, to cast an everlasting stigma upon the 
prudence^ at least, of our innocent heroine, 
whose confidence in Lady Eelamore she 
had no suspicion of, believing that, of all 
others, it was. the communicadon Julia 
would most wish to avoid. Nor did Sir 
Charles Stratton hear these professions of 
his brother's love, and hopes, with more in- 
ternal satisfaction : his cheeks grew pale at 
the sound ; and his heart groaned, on. feel- 
ing that^ had not dissipation ruined his 
finances, Julia De Clifford would have been 
the object of bis honourable pursuit.. 
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^* There is one thing, however," said 
Lady Theodosia, gaily, '* for which, were I 
Miss De Cliflford, I never would forgive 
you, Horatio; — assailing her heart at the 
moment you did :— the popular^ successful^ 
candidate at an election, where you were 
upon your good behaviour ; smiling in cour- 
tesy, in love and charity with all mankind ; 
your fair side only to public view^ and all 
the dark specks concealed in shade impene* 

trable I declare, it is taking such an 

unfair advantage of a woman, that, were 
my heart so beguiled from me, I would pe- 
tition at the bar of Cupid ; — affirm bribery 
and corruption had been practised against 
me; and declare the election of my heart 
null and void/* 

** Apropos!** exclaimed Lady Selina: 
** talking of undue influence, reminds me, 
that the Lindores have left Sedley, Lady 
Lindore, apprehending her grandson was 
likely to be taken in, to form an unpleasant 
connexion, wisely obtained leave of absence 
from the commanding officer for her gtand* 
son, who " 

«« Who certainly could not find Sedley an 
agree^le station, aftei JuUa De Clifford 
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had rejected him," sdid Lady Theodosia, in* 
terrupting her. 

"Rejected him!^' exclaimed Lady Dela* 
more* — " When did you reject him, roy 
dear child?" 

Julia, blushing, now looked sorry, and 
rather hesitated in her reply.-—" I — I did 
think, dear madam, such things, ought not^ 
to be made talk of. Should we make it, 
for boast, the painful mortification, for him, 
who claims, our silent, gratitude ?" . 

" How amiable in every thought ! *' said 
Lord Delamore. " But you see,. Miss De 
Cliflford, notwithstanding your delicate con- 
sideration, this matter has transpired ; and 
you may, therefore, without scruple, answer 
Lady Delamore.'* 

" It was, last night, madam, at Mr. 
Beaumont's, Lord Lindore, did make the 
pain, for me, to reject him,'* replied Julia, 
still blushing more deeply. " But, I hope, 
I did do so, with kindness ; for it was much 
distress, for me, to grieve him, he is so 
great deal, amiable.'* 

Very shortly after, the ladies arose from 
table; and Fitzroy, as Julia passed him to 
leave the room, cautiously whispered her-r* 
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'* Oh ! what a savage did unfounded jealousy 
transform me into, last night ! — Can you, can 
you ever forgive me, Julia ? " 

" I can forgive, great deal/' 3he gently 
replied; *' but last night, I do think it, much 
better, to forger, than talk of:" and, with 
Lady Delamore and her daughters, she now 
re'tired. 

The dejection of our heroine, which Tier 
morning conversation with Lady Delamore 
had given hirth to — which even the public 
and honourable declarations of Fitzroy, the 
ready and flattering concurrence of Lord 
and Lady Horatio to her union with their 
son, nor all the brilliant prospects that union 
opened to hier view, could not remove — 86 
alarmed Fitzroy for her health, that, his 
tenderness in full glow, each word and 
thought were devoted to her : and no longer 
were the restrictions of Julia attended to. 
His passion once avowed to those about him, 
each look, each accent, more and more be- 
trayed the ardency of it: but Julia, still- 
tremblingly alive to the dignity and delicacy 
of her situation, was steady in the path her 
duty pointed out ; and, firm ta her purpose, 
would make no avowal of her own affection 
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— would sanction none of his tender assiduities 
—nor hear his ardent protestations of ever- 
lasting love; still bidding him remember— 
** that, until perfectly freed from his engage- 
ment, she must look upon him as devoted to 
Lady Enderfield ; and she could not, would 
not, listen to any language from him, but that 
of friendship/' 

Fitzroy complained, that ^^ languid in- 
difference could ' alone dicta|^ such a linff' of 
conduct;'' fretted, fumed, took up his jea- 
lousy again, supposing regret for her rejec- 
tion of Lord Lindore occasioned her present 
dejection ; thea called forth all the forces 
of seductive tenderness, to soften our he- 
roine: but she was inflexible; and, mutu- 
ally dissatisfied with each other, they separ- 
ated that night. — Fitzroy, angry, and keen- 
ly mortified, that be had not the same re- 
sistless power over Julia, ^vhich he had ever 
possessed over every woman whom he had 
hitherto professed a passion for; — that of 
making them yield to his magic even their 
most steadfast opinions and resolutions, and 
to betrcy at once to what extent they 
loved : v hile our heroine retired in heart- 
felt sorrow, and with all her sensitive feel- 



379 

ings keenly wounded, to, find Fitzroy paid 
so little regard to the delicacy of her mind 
and situation, evincing, more and more» 
that his own gratifications, his own happi* 
tiess, were the- first iq^jects of his consi- 
deration. 

Julia's night was sleepless ; and, still de- 
jected and languid, she arose even unusually 
early: and scarcely were the task of the 
* toilet, and her sacred morning duties, ended, 
when Mrs. Seville, with grief and consterna- 
tion in her venerable countenance, entered 
her room* — 

*' Oh, Miss De Clifford!" said this good 
woman, mournfully, '• I am the messenger 
of sad tidings, this morning! — t feared it 
would be so ; she was in her wet clothes so 
long." 

" Oh ! Heaven forbid, you tell for me. 
Lady Delamore is ill!" exclaimed Julia, in 
excessive alanm. 

** Alas ! it is so : — she has got cold. Her 
colds do not quickly shew themselves i but 
work like slow and subtile poison : and she 
is now ill— so very ill, that I have sent ex- 
press for Doctor Harlow: and my lady 
wishes you to come to her.*' 



Julia now struggled to suppress her. tears, 
and conquered them : but, pale, trembling, 
and full of heart-felt grief, she attended the 
bed-side of her friend ; whom, until her 
feelings were so caHM forth, she was not 
aware she could possibly have loved half so 
tenderly. 

As soon as it was possible. Doctor Har- 
low was at the castle ; and, for several hours, 
both he and Mrs. Beville entertained the* 
most serious apprehensions for the life of 
the inestimable Lady Delamor^^ All, and 
every one (but Lady Selina), were agonised 
with grief and despair ; and, to the aston- 
ishment of every body, Lord Delamore's af- 
fliction was little short of frensied distrac- 
tion. 'At length, her malady took a favour- 
able turn ; but left her so low and languid, 
that every person was banished from her 
apartments, but the medical people, Beville, 
Lady Theodosia, and Julia: even the visits 
of Lord Delamore were prohibited j for his 
joy was as uncontrouled as his grief had 
been, and the doctor feared it might affect 
her too much, was she now to observe iu 

For two days her ladyship was confined 
to her bed ; but aher that period, as no 
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symptom of danger remained (though a 
slight intermitting fever still hung about 
her), the family followed their own pur- 
suits, paid and received visits as usual, and 
Julia was now the only constant companion 
of her convalescent friend. Her gentle, 
soft, conciliating sweetness, well suited her 
for the favourixe companion of an invalid; 
whilst her happy, rising talents for conversa- 
tion — her having travelled so much — her 
own diversified accomplishments — all com- 
bined to render her a most entertaining one : 
and she was so affectionate and tender, so 
anxious to please and amuse Lady Dela- 
more, that her ladyship could now scarcely 
bear her one moment from her sight. 

Lord Delamore, from the moment Doctor 
Harlow removed the interdict, was a very 
constant visitor in the apartments of his in- 
valid wife : and, to the utter dismay of 
Lady Selina, his visits at the white house 
in the wood were frequently sacrificed, to 
spend his evenings with Lady Delamore 
stnd Julia. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Our heroine, thus monopolised by Lady 
Delamore, saw but little of Fitzroy for 
about ten davs : — a circumstance at which, 
though Love murmured. Reason told her 
to rejoice j for as she heard nothing further 
of his engagement with Lady Enderifield 
being terminated, it was much better to be 
detached from his society. At length, she, 
with Lady Delamore, made her appearance, 
once more, , at the dinner-table, Fitzroy 
welcomed the return of his aunt, with 
energy and joy. He spoke to Julia words 
expressive of the same import ; but his 
manner and accent be:rayed more diffi* 
dence, more respect, and as much embar- 
rassment as he had evinced even in their 
first j^eiplcxing meeting at Delamore castle : 
and during the remainder of the day he 
seen cd ^ri I to hng on each accent of 
Julia t ; but he :r; tempted not. to gain a seat 
b Ai^c h(.v. ; i LO address any thing- parti- 
^ -' '' ■ : ; -'1^1 when her eyes caught his 
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in ardent gaze at her, he instantly with* 
drew his glances, as if apprehensive of en- 
countering hers.- 

Julia was astonished at this striking aU 
teration in his conduct ; and, with ineffable ' 
joy, she hailed it as auspicious to her future 
happiness. — " Oh ! my dear Lady Dela- 
more has made mistake of him," she men- 
tally said : ^^ he will be all, I wish, 
much, much sooner, than expect, she 
does. He sees, he feels, the propriety, of 
that line for conduct, I did tell him ; and 
my heart, great deal glad is, to hail, the 
first homage, he has for long time paid me, 
congenial for my feelings." And now, her 
heart, basking in this sun-beam, dilated 
with joy : her happiness, emanating from 
her speaking eyes, gave brilliancy to her 
glowing cheeks — her conversation — her vi- 
vacity. Her bosom's sorrows seemed re- 
moved at once ; and her delighted com- 
panions were fascinated by Julia, in her 
new character— of playful, chastened gaiety, 
in its most captivating form. 

Full of hope and joy, our heroine arose, 
the succeeding morning, - blithe as the lark 
that awoke her. As usual, she attended 
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the breakfast- table of Lady Delamore ; and, 
after accompanying her ladyship in a short 
airing, Julia determined upon, taking a walk, 
whilst Lady Delamore lay down to rest, 
after her little excursion : — but in vain she 
looked for a companion. Lady Theodo^ia 
was out riding ; so was Mr. Temple. Fitz* 
roy, too, W9S no-where to be seen j whom, 
had she found him, and in the same respect- 
ful mood he had been the preceding day, 
she would not have scrupled to take a ieie- 
a-tete walk with, about the ground : and. 
not choosing to be disappointed, nor appre- 
hending any danger, since Laroche was in 
confinement, she sallied out alone, to ramble 
in the park. 

She took the path she kaew the best ; 
and had not proceeded very far, when she 
encountered a group of children, belonging 
to one of the neighbouring hamlets, gather- 
ing wild jBowers. A beautiful boy, of about 
five years old, and one of Julia's pupils at 
the charity-school, instantly sprang for- 
ward, to meet her, crying out, as smilingly 
he ran to her — 

" Oh:! pretty, dear mistress ! where have 
you been so many *days, and came not to. 
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called me ^ naughty boy, * and ^ idle child / 
—you know you did ; — ^and said • you 
would not love me, if I did not learn ' my 
book :' so I hare learned my book. — ^And 
now, will you love me ?" 

" ** Indeed, I will," said Julia ; " so soon, 
as I do hear you, read, to-^mofrow." 

" But do- not wait for to-morrow, to love 
me," replied the boy, coaxingly ; " but come 
to my house, and I will read to you, and 
make you stare : — and my book is only on 
the high shelf." 

** Where is, your home ?" asked Julia. 

" Why, only there — just over the stile, 
upon the cliff: — ^up there — do you see? 
Well, I live, with granny, there." 

JttHa could not find in her heart to disap- 
point the child's wish, so agreed to go with 
him ; when, sans ceremonie^ he fast grasped 
her hand, turned his smiling chubby face up 
to her, and prattled, in innocent joy, as they 
walked along. At length, our heroine, 
with her young conductor, reached the cot- 
tage he had pointed to ; when instantly a 
Newfoundland dog darted out of his kennel, 
and barked at Julia ; who, terribly alarmed^ 

VOL. II. i 
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was about to rua do\im the cliff, as a venera- 
ble old woman, with her silver locks comb* 
ed smoothly beneath her snow-white mob^ 
came forth from her wheel, to assure our 
heroine there was no danger. 

^^ He is a very good-tempered animal, 
miss, Pll^ assure you : he was given to me 
about two years ago. I reared him, as he 
is good (folks say) for taking people out of 
the water. My husband and sons are sea- 
faring men } and so I quite doat upon the 
dog." . 

Julia now felt herself so pleased with the 
old dame, that she instantly returned, enter- 
ed the cottage, and took the. milk-white 
sycamore chair the good woman carefully 
dusted, and seated herself, bidding the old 
woman sit down too ; while little Billy got 
his book, in a violent hurry, exclaiming — 

" Granny, this is my pretty dear mistress^ 
come to hear how fine I read now." 

*' 1 am sure, miss, we have all reason to 
be much beholden to ,you, for your good- 
ness to this boy, whom I verily . believe 
you have bewitched with your kinclne^s/' 
replied Dame Jones } '*for he came home 
crying, ready to break his little heart, one 
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day, from school, when you said he was so 
idle. So the book has been scarce out of 
his hand ever since : and I think he comes 
on prettily enough." 

^* That I have !*' exclaimed Billy, open- 
ing his book ; and with a serious air, and 
audible voice, reading all the lessons Julia 
had ever set him; who now patted his 
head, called him her good boy, and gave 
him money. 

Billy, not satisfied, in a half-alarmed 
tone, demanded, " if she did not love him, 
after all his pains ?" 

^' Oh ! that I do !" said Julia, « a very 
great deal ; and shall love you better, and 
better, every day, as you make improvement 
in your reading.*' 

Billy was now in an ecstacy of joy j and 
Julia with all her accustomed sweetness and 
aifability, praised the neatness of the cot* 
tage, admired its beautiful situation ; and 
perceiving in the garden a kind of pyra- 
midical structure, demanded — " If that, was 
a beacon, for the ships, at sea?" 

" No, miss/.' replied Dame Jones ; " that 
is an unfinished work of 6ur own. My old 
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man, and tny sons» hearing of pillars raised 
in gratitude to the British heroes, as they 
call them ; and feeling that no hero had a 
better right to a mark of gratitude than our 
young lord ; and as the widow's mite was 
acceptable, so they think this homely pillar 
of their grateful hearts may be so. With 
the help of one of our sons-in-law (a stone- 
mason], they erected it. Parson Temple 
has kindly undertaken to write the inscrip- 
tion ; and by our noble preserver's birth-day, 
please Heaven ! it will be finished : and my 
pld man says, * it will teach our children's 
children's children, when they read, to 
bless our brave preserver.' " 

Julia enquired " What event it was meant 
to perpetuate, which had so forcibly awak- 
ened their gratitude ?" 

" Oh, miss ! sure you must have heard it ! — 
I thought all the world must have heard it. — 
*V^hy, Lord ^St. Orville saved our two dear 
sons— one, the father of Billy, and a large 
family ; the other, a widower, with six 
small babes — from a watery grave :'* and the 
venerable dame wept, in grateful remem- 
brance. 
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'' I did hear it slightly mentiotied/' said 
JuUa. — ** Was he not, much, dangerously 
ill, in consequence for his exertions ?'* 

^* Oh ! too sure he was ! — ^Ttvice he was 
near death for me and mine j — once on the 
dreadful seas; oiice in his bed;— and we 
raise a cold stone to tell our gratitude ! . • , • 
Ah! a cold stone might have covered the 
bodies of my children, had it ndt been for 
Lord St. Orville : but our hearts are not 
«tone ;-— our h^rts are not cold ;«— >they fed 
•^and they glow with grateful remem- 
brance. . • . • • Oh ! what a dismal scene it 
was! and now fresh in my mind^ as my 
gratitude. 

* ' Dreadful was the tempest ; and it 
howled as if in grief for the world, about 
to be torn asunder. The skies — terrible 
in darkness, and heavy with rain — sunk, as 
it were^ to crush the foaming sea^ that boil- 
ed, and raged, and whirled^ up and down 
-^— .Oh ! Gracious Heaven ! how it whir- 
red up, in black venom; and poured dowi^ 
again, in foam as white as snow !^~High as 
this cottage stands, the surf washed over it* 
..... Think, sweet lady, what the sufferings 
of my old man and me were ; and those 
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of poor Sarah (the wife of our Jdhn, and 
mother to his eleven unprovided children) : — 
for my two sons were out j and Billy's eldest 
brother, a boy of twelve years old. In those 
moments when, as it were, the storm was 
(but of breath, and stopped to gather fresh 
for<:e, they were seen, where there seemed 
no help for them j and their cries,, at- times, 
were distinctly heard. I heard them — their 
father heard them — and poor distracted 
Sarah heard them ; and, oh ! Father of 
mercies ! what a sound it was !'* 

^* My old man flew down to Sedley, 
thinking to find help there : he jiunped into 
a skiflF ; but no one would go put with him. 
And there he stood^ in the boat, the picture 
of liespair ; his grey hairs floating in the 
wind : his aged hands one moment raised 
to Heaven, in prayer ; the next, in ehtrea- 
ties to those on shore, to go with him, to 
try and save his children : but no one would 
join him ; and alone he could not even move 
^he boat against the terrible breakers. I 
had foUow^ed my poor man to Sedley beach^ 
where I found the poor distracted Sarah, 
with her ten remaining children-— ail. who 
were old enough — ^^wringing their hands 
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vrith her, and crying, and every instant 
adown on their knees, entreating each new 
-tnan that approached them to go, and save 
her husband, and their father* My daugh- 
ters, too, and their husbands, were there, 
entreating tooj but all, all was vain. At 
length, our dear young lord (and, oh ! how 
justly dear to all who know him !), ever 
mindful of the poor, and thinking of the 
distressed and friendless, hurried down to 
Sedley, to learn if any- of the fishermen 
were out, braving that terrible storm. He 
learned that all had come in, but our poor 
.sons ;. and saw all the distracted family (for 
Tom's motherless babes were all brought 
out, then in black for their mam^ in hopes 
to move compassion) of the poor drowning 
men, now struggling for life, before our 
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very eyes, 

" And now, my lord called upon every 
one, in the name of humanity ; but that had 
no effect : then he offered rewards — ^good 
Gracious ! what sums he offered ! — ^but no 
cxie would go. Every fisherman assured 
bim, no vessel on the beach could ride out 
such a storm : he thought otherwise ; pitch- 
ed upon one^ and said, ^ was that well 
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manned, it coi^ go to Indift in such a 
gale.' 

^' At this moment, dear young lady ! a 
cry so piteous reached the shore, that Sarah 
instantly sprung into the bos^t, to my dis« 
tracted husband } and, by oqe dSFort, which 
seemed far above human strength^ moved 
the skiff : but there her power left her j and 
she fell, senseless, to the bottom of the boat. 

*^ Lord St, Orville could bear no more ; 
but leaped into the vessel he had ^chosen, 
and called to my husband to come to him* 
My poor old Sam^ made young by all he 
felt^ almost flew to him ; and, lo ! dear lady, 
Sam was followed by seven of the ablest 
seamen of the port ! — ^They, who had not 
Hstened to ^he cry of d^treas, or to the 
lucte of gold, were led by affiection. to fol- 
low our dear lord, and perish with him, or 
^ave him. — Well, dear young lady ! my 
lord» 3Q0W ikidmg he had the liv^ of all 
these men to answer for, as well as the ruin 
of thdr families, in addition to the call of 
humanity which led him oq to expose his 
own life so rashly, now made exertions be- 
yond what any man on board had ever wit- 
nessed. Toung as he was^ aad scaircely 
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come to his strength (for he was not aboTC 
twenty years old then), he did more than 
ally :wo of them could do. Indeed he seem- 
ed gifted with more than mortal strength : 
and but for his i^U — ^his management— hia 
sweet, encouraging way — his toil — and the 
mercy of Heaveii to him-*they must all have 
sunk to eternity. 

** Only just in time did they arrivfe to 
saye my children : the wrecked smack was 
filling fast with water.; and they clinging to 
one side, to save themselves : — ^^the bdy, quite 
spentj was now become soiselesS; stnd his 
distracted father^ and poor tmcle, had to sup; 
port him as well as themselves, until: tjbh 
succour, sent by Almighty Providence, came 
to rescue them. 

^^ And, oh! dear young lady ! what a 
scene did the beach all this time present! 
— every vessel, able to put to sea, was got 
in readi&ess; and every seaman, far and 
notf, ready to risk his life, should not my 
lord's vessel ride in safety. Men^ wooxen,, 
and children, forsook their houses; the 
beaqh was thronged ; and nothing but 
prayers, kuneatal»ons, terror, axfii aatziety, 
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amongst them : and, oh ! ivhat shouts of 
joy, beside itself, rent the skies, when it 
was seen my lord had reached the wreck, 
and my children taken from it! But still 
dangers most dreadful surrounded them ; ' 
and nothing could now equal the anxiety 
and fears of all, but the madness of joy that 
prevailed >vhen all were safely landed. — 
Oh ! it . was too much for my old heart to 
bear ! — My senses lasted until I kissed the 
cold, pale cheeks, of my children, and on my 
knees blessed their noble preserver; then, 
then they forsook me ; and for several days I 
was quite crazed like (as I have been told), 
laughing, and singing, and shouting, in hor- 
rid joy, quite unknowing that I did so. 

** Fortunately, the news did not reach 
the castle until our dear lord was safe on 
shore; but, alack! alack! the anxiety of 
our brave preserver's mind, added to his 
bodily toils, threw him into a most dread- 
ful fever :" and here Dame Jones, 

. made eloquent by her gratitude, now relat- 
ed the circumstances of Lord St. Orville's 
illness, and the extremes of grief and joy it 
occasioned, in all the touching language of 
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simplicity j ending with all the eulogiums on 
her children's preserver^ that her gratitude 
and his virtues inspired. 

Julia, as our reader may naturally sup- 
pose, was not an unmoved hearer of thiis 
description of distress and heroism : — she ' 
wept for the anguish of the wife, parents, 
and children ; the conflict of the stirrers ; 
and the intrepid valour and humanity of 
their heaven*inspired deliverer : and, with 
every pulse in her heart beating with ap- 
proving admiration, with enthusiastic vener- 
ation, of Lord St. Orville's manifold virtues, 
she, at length, left Dame Jones's cottage, 
on perceiving, by the smell from the boiling 
pot upon the fire, that the good woman's 
dinner was ready; and her desiring little 
fiilly to stay, and eat his dinner, alone 
could prevent hex having him for her escort 
back. 

With, every thought now occupied by the 
virtues of Lord St. Orville> our heroine pro- 
ceeded on her way to the castle. As she 
mounted the stile leading into the ^ park, she 
heard the sound of a carriage coming swift- 
ly along the Sedley road^ and she had not 
gone many paces further, before she heard 
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a violent crash; and instantly coxijecturing 
the carriage had been overturned » she haeti- 
ly ran back, and bounded over, the sdie, 
when she saw a hack post^aise lying on 
its side, and perceived a young gentleman 
get out of one of the windows, and turn, 
inan»0tts kindness, to extricate some fisl- 
low-sttffier^. Instantly, Julia approached 
him ; and, in a voice of sweet humanity, en- 
quired*--*'^ \Kdiat assistance it waspossible for 
her to afford ?" 

At the sound of her dulcet voice, the 
young man turned qtuckly round, suiprised 
admiration and pleasure beaming from a 
pair of beautiful and faitelfigexEt eyes; and^ 
with a sn^ile as Ssiscinating as Julia's own, 
and in a voice of thrilling harmony (yet 
tremulous, with powerful agitation), was be- 
ginning to return her thanks for ber kiad-^ 
ness, with the manners of sweet and natural 
ekgance^ whm a piteous , moaa, from the 
carriage, arrested his attention, and cfaai^edr 
tlie ei^pressioA of his countemmce, frbot the 
aunabine of animated pkaisure, to the gloom 
•^ anaiity and concern*-*- 

<«Alast maAua," he saii4^ ««]know2Klt 
whas yout ^vaiasBity^ aad my aolkiiudc^ 
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can teach us to do for my poor faithful 
fnend and servant, ^om I fear is severely 
hurt." 

«« I can summon^ very soon, assistance, 
from the lodge/' repHed Julia. '^ For to 
the castle, I will not, yet» go ; for the soon 
return, of Lord St. Orville, before expecta* 
tion^ must be announced, by caution a great 
deal. ...... Tou look in wonder, my lord^ 

why I, so well, should know you, when, for 
you, I am the stranger } but Lady Dda^' 
more's every look, and movement, and Lord 
Delamore's, sometime look, did tell for me, 
so soon, you were their son :" and not only 
this striking resemblance to Lord and Lady 
Delamoic, but that semblance to Lady Stor- 
amond so many of the family bore, and 
which so qiuckly won her regard for them, 
tfais young man had more forcibly than any 
ofthem she had yet seen. 

It was, indeed. Lord St. Orville ; who, 
.as soon as possibility- admitted of it (and 
wbieh was ahnost immediately), after the 
reeeipt oi his father's kind and most unex- 
pected letter, which met him at Gibraltar, 
returned to England : and knowing his own 
'pof^daricy, and the tumult of joy his return 
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would occasion^ and the shouting multitude 
he should be attended by, for miles^ up to 
the castle, through delicacy to his father's feel- 
ings, as he had been sent from home in dis- 
grace, now returned incog j and with the 
blinds drawn up of a chaise he had got at 
a shabby inn, in «a by-road where he was 
unknown, he passed through Sedley, with 
his old respectable and attached valet, who 
attended him wheresoever he went, and 
who now, from this old chaise losing one 
of its wheels, causing an overturn, had frac^ 
tured his left arm* 

"Stay, I beseech you, one moment^ 
madam, until we ascertain the situation of 
my unfortunate companion -—Perhaps he 
may be able to walk with us to the lodge. 

• Speak to me, Leslie ! — How goes it 

with you, my boy? — Not very much hurt, 
I hope ?*' said Lord St. OrviUe, kindly, and 
having now got the chaise- door open. 

'^ Do not be uneasy, my dear, dear lord, 
I pray you, about me/' replied Leslie, 
putting his hoary head out of the door. 
^^ 1 know I can walk to the lodge. It is 
only my arm that is hurt : — and not; my 
right one^ luckily ; so that it is nOtbiiig of 
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an accident : — ^and do n't you look so sad, I 
pray you, my beloved master.'* 

Lord St. Orville, with the assistance of 
the posf-boy, got Les|ie out of the chaise : 
but when his lordship saw the poor man's 
arm dangling, and beheld the pain he was 
in, he became pale as the suflFerer himself, 
and his before visible tremor and agitation 
were augmented. 

Julia had salts in her pocket, which she 
now gave to the poor man, to prevent his 
fainting; and taking a silk handkerchief 
from her neck, made a sling for his arm, 
which she kindly and tenderly tied on him.. 
Lord St. Orville was all animated gratitude, 
for her humane attentions to his respected 
-servant^ who leaned upon the arm of his ador- 
ed master; and, preceded by our heroine, 
they now slowly bent their course to the 
lodge. Julia, foremost of the party, opened 
the gate herself, and held it carefully, for the 
poor sufferer to pass throu.h* John, in 
surprise, came forth to assist her ; but upon 
perceiving who was there, his senses seemed 
subdued by joy and amazement, and he pos- 
sessed not power to speak or move. Maitha 
now came out ; but her joy, though voci- 
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feronSf vas not more rational than her 
husband's ; and neither of them, for many 
moments, was of the smallest use : so that 
Julia set the high-backed leather armed- 
chair for Leslie ; found a glass, sought out 
the pump^ and brought him some water to 
drink : while I^rd St. Orville, himself, 
seemed incapable of doiqg any thing; so 
occupied he seemed in concern for Leslie, 
4nd in gazing, with admiring eyes, after 
^ur heroine, whichsoever way she went. 

John, at length, restored to reason, called 
two labourers, who were working near the 
lodge, to the assistance of the post-boy ; and' 
IVlartha proceeded to fetch a surgeon from 
Sedley— *with strict injunctions from Lord 
St. Orville, not to announce his return to 
any one, and simply to tell Mr. Manlove 
he was wanting, instsuidy, at the castle; 
where his lordship was extremely anxious 
poor Leslie should go, that he might be 
put comfortably into bed, the moment the 
fracture should be reduced. 

Lord St.. OrvOle had meant to stop at the 
lodge, and dispatch a note from thence, to 
inform Ids hihex of his return, before he 
should present himself to his embrace and 



401 

his adored mother's ; but, now^ this unfor- 
tunate accident prevented-- the adoption of 
so tardy a measure. Julia, therefore, pro- 
posed preceding him to the castle, and an* 
nouncing his return to Lord Ddamore, and 
preparing his mother for his arrival, vfidch 
was by no means so soon expected : but the 
voyage of the frigate which took Lord De« 
lamore's letter out, had been remarkably 
expeditious to Gibraltar, where it unex- 
pectedly met Lord Ashgrove*s ^fleet ; so that 
Lord St. Orviile had a much shorter way to 
come, after his father's permission to return 
had reached him, than his family were 
aware of. 

Lord St. Orviile, in addition to his grati- 
tude, felt amazement at our heroine's pro- 
position ; as it spoke not that fear of his 
father, which almost every one evinced. — 
" You are all kindness, madam — Miss De 
Cliflford, I will venture to call you ; for I 
cannot be mistaken, in my uncle's adopted 
child, and my own new cousin." 

*' Oh !" exclaimed Julia, ** my heart, has 
thought, time long, to ask you, for my ho- 
noured Senefactor-— my new, kind father; 
but until something we did, for relief, to the 
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poor, sad sufferer, I would not ask^ What, 
was for joy, to ine/\ . . 

** Oh ! he is well ; — ^will soon be with 
you ;r-and has sent a packet, by me, to his 
child :". replied Lord St, Orville, sensibly 
affected by Julia's voice, look^ and manner, 
while she spoke of her benefactor, and 

evinced her pity for poor Leslie ** But, 

Miss De Clifford, in reply to your kind 
proposition, you, perhaps, do not know 
that I have been an offending son ; and 
* though benignly and graciously recalled by 
my forgiving father, his lordship might 
think I ought not to have employed you 
upon such a mission ; — and you might find 
it a most unpleasant embassy/' 

"Lord St.. Orville," said Julia— affected, 
too, at this ever-amiable young man's tak- 
ing all blame to himself from his father — 
*' I do know all, of many painful secrets, 
confided to me, by my dear Lady Dela- 
more ; and I do know, why you did go, 
and why you come back ; and," she added, 
with a smile, " Lord Delamore, himself, 
has, much often, talked to me, of your re- 
turn ; and I very well think, I may ven- 
ture, to be your, .joyful, messenger; — and 
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none would go, so glad, believe me, to 
make happy your father, your mother, and 
dear Lady Theodosia, with so good news," 

Lord St. Orville looked, and spoke, his 
animated thanks j but without the formality 
of apologies, for the trouble she was about 
to take, as he saw she was actuated by be- 
nevolence, and kindness of disposition ; and, 
anxious for the ease and comfort of poor 
Leslie (for whom she promised to dispatch, 
instantly, some of the domestics down, to 
convey him to the castle), and panting to 
be taken to the arms of his father, and to 
embrace his adored mother, and sister, he 
would not for a moment detain her, who 
flew off, like a lapwing, on the pinions of 
beneficence. 
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